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To estimate the incidence of this problem for Colorado, national percentages
were adjusted for the fact that Colorado has a higher average level of adult
educational attainment than the nation as a whole. (In 1998, 11.1 percent
of Americans age 25 and over had not graduated from high school compared
with only 10.4 percent of adult Coloradans.) Those percentages were then
applied to the U.S. Census Bureau’s estimates of the 1999 population of
three, four, and five year olds in Colorado.

Colorado Preschoolers Not Participating in
Key Home Literacy Activities with a Family Member
Three or More Times Per Week, 1999

Percentage of

3 to 5 year olds Estimated
Home Literacy Activities Not Engaged Colorado Colorado
in Re%ularlz bz Parents U.S. Estimate Number
Read to 19% 18% 30,153
Taught letters, words, or numbers 36% 34% 56,955
Told a story 50% 47% 78,732
Taught songs or music 51% 48% 80,407
Did arts and crafts 61% 57% 95,483
Visited a library (in the past month 64% 60% 100,508
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