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“Information-Rich” Households

Associated with Educational Attainment of
“Key Consumer”

According to the 1997 Consumer Expenditure
Survey of the Bureau of Labor Statistics, the
amount and variety of information available to
children in their own homes is strongly
associated with the educational attainment
level of the family’s key consumer (often a
parent or grandparent and usually the
mother).

“Information-rich” households are those that
provide children with ready access to books,
magazines, and newspapers as well as
television, radio,
and the Internet.
Such households are

also likelier to be taking advantage of cultural
opportunities like museums, theater, concerts,
and sporting events.  In addition, these
households spend more directly on education—
costs such as college tuition for parents, expenses
associated with extra-curricular school activities
(e.g., academic and sports teams, band, choir,
clubs), music and dance lessons, and tutoring fees
for children.  (See Table 1 below.)
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Highlights
n Children being raised by

better-educated adults are
more likely to be living in
households that are
“information-rich”
environments.

n Such children start school
better equipped to learn and
have access to more
resources and opportunities
for more experiences that
support educational success.
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Table 1.  Annual Consumer Expenditures on Selected Items
Relating to “Information-Rich” Households, 1997

Item

All
consumer

units
(households)

Less than
high school

graduate

High school
graduate

(including
GED)

Bachelor’s
degree

Television, radio, sound
equipment $577 $383 $550 $671
Education 571 125 286 963
Other entertainment supplies,
equipment and services (e.g.,
cable TV, Internet) 439 173 370 616
Fees and admissions 471 112 286 881
Reading 164 75 121 243

Selected Household Spending for
High School Graduates vs. Dropouts

Compared with households headed by high school
dropouts, households headed by high school
graduates spend:
n more than twice as much on cultural events,

education-related activities, and mass media
access (e.g., cable TV, Internet), and

n one and a half times as much on reading
matter and television.  (See Table 2 below.)

Table 2.  Selected Consumer Expenditures for
Households of High School and College Graduates
as a Percent of High School Dropout Households, 1997

Item

High school
graduate

(including
GED)

Bachelor’s
degree

Television, radio, sound equipment 144% 175%
Education 229% 770%
Other entertainment supplies, equipment
and services (e.g., cable TV, Internet) 214% 356%
Fees and admissions 255% 787%
Reading 161% 324%
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Selected Household Spending for
College Graduates vs. High School Dropouts

Compared with households headed by high school dropouts, households
headed by college graduates spend
n almost eight times as much on cultural events

and education-related activities, and
n more than three times as much on mass media

access and reading matter.  (See Table 2
above.)

Conclusions

Two conclusions may be drawn from these data:
n Children being raised by better-educated adults are more likely to be

living in households that are “information-rich” environments.
n Such children start school better equipped to learn and have access to

more resources and opportunities for more experiences that support
educational success.
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