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Because most ethnic group statistics employ the category
“Hispanic,” it is easy to overlook the fact that, beyond roots
that include the Spanish language, members of different U.S.
Hispanic communities vary dramatically in culture,
experience, and educational attainment. The results of the
1992 National Adult Literacy Survey (NALS) demonstrated
conclusively that low educational attainment is an
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Recently released 1997 data on the educational attainment of Hispanic
adults (i.e., age 25 and over) in the United States indicate some dramatic
differences in the risk of functional illiteracy to members of sub-groups:

Over half (52 percent) of Mexicans have not graduated from high school
or passed the GED Tests. For most other Hispanic sub-groups, only about
a third of adults did not receive high school or equivalent credentials.
These losses begin alarmingly early. Mexican children are at least twice
as likely as other young Hispanics to drop out of school before completing
even the elementary grades.

Mexican pre-teens (grades 5 through 8) are a third more likely than their
Cuban, Puerto Rican, or Central/South American counterparts to drop out
of school during the middle school years.

Puerto Rican teens are slightly more likely than their Mexican peers to
drop out during the high school years, but about half again as likely to
drop out of high school as Cubans, Central/South Americans, and other
Hispanics.
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