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Colorado Women Outpacing National 
Average In Educational Attainment 

 
Colorado women are surpassing the national average for women in terms of 
educational attainment, according to data from the 2006 American Community 
Survey1 produced by the United States Census Bureau. Most notably, 64 
percent of women in Colorado have obtained education beyond a high school 
diploma, compared with 54 percent nationwide. And while on average 15 
percent of women in the United States overall have earned less than a high 
school diploma, this is true for only 11 percent of Colorado women: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just over a quarter (26%) of women in the United states overall have 
earned a bachelor’s degree, while fully a third (33%) of Colorado women 
have done so, and like their sisters nationwide, a third of these women 
have gone on to earn graduate or professional degrees. 

 
A 2005 study based in New England2 revealed that “nationally, the 
percentage of adult women with four-year college degrees [increased] 
from 8 percent in 1970 to 24 percent in 2000” (p.17). Clearly, this trend 
is continuing. 

Educational Attainment of Women 
in Colorado and the Nation, 2006
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In the 2007 report The Family: America’s Smallest School3, Barton and Coley reported that 
children whose mothers have achieved higher levels of educational attainment are more 
likely to have a parent read to them on a daily basis than their peers whose mothers have 
lower levels of educational attainment. The 2007 report Literacy in Everyday Life4 further 
reported that parents who have achieved higher levels of educational attainment are 
consequently more likely to achieve higher levels of literacy, to read to their children five or 
more days a week, and to participate in their children’s education in other ways as well. 
 
The benefits to children of parental involvement in their education are well documented. A 
January 2008 research report indicates that “parents are instrumental to their children’s 
academic success and … parental involvement has a positive impact on student 
achievement”5. Previous LitScans have reported on other quality-of-life variables related to 
adult educational attainment, including household income6 and health care status7.  
 
Encouraging women in their educational pursuits and providing educational opportunites for 
women is all to the good, not only in their lives, but also in the lives of their children.  
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