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What is CSEAC? 
The Colorado Special Education Advisory Committee (CSEAC) is a state-level committee mandated by federal 
and state law.  According to Colorado Revised Statutes 22-20-104 (2) (a) In order to assist the state board in the 
performance of its responsibilities for the implementation of this part 1, the state board shall appoint a state 
special education advisory committee of an appropriate size. The members of the advisory committee shall be 
representative of the state population and shall be composed of persons involved in or concerned with the 
education of children with disabilities, including parents of children with disabilities ages birth through twenty-
six years; individuals with disabilities; teachers; representatives of institutions of higher education that prepare 
special education and related services personnel; state and local education officials, including officials who carry 
out activities under C.R.S. 22-33-103.5; administrators of programs for children with disabilities; representatives 
of other state agencies involved in the financing or delivery of related services to children with disabilities; 
representatives of private schools, district charter schools, and institute charter schools; at least one 
representative of a vocational, community, or business organization concerned with the provision of transition 
services to children with disabilities; a representative from child welfare services in the department of human 
services established pursuant to C.R.S. 26-5-102; and representatives from the division of youth corrections in 
the department of human services and from the department of corrections. A majority of the members of the 
advisory committee shall be individuals with disabilities or parents of children with disabilities. Members shall be 
appointed for terms as determined by the bylaws of the advisory committee. Any additions to the composition 
of the advisory committee shall be made pursuant to the procedures of the state board. 

Duties of CSEAC 34 CFR 300.169 & C.R.S. 22-20-104 (2013) 
The advisory panel must: 

(a) Advise the SEA of unmet needs within the State in the education of children with disabilities; 

(b) Comment publicly on any rules or regulations proposed by the State regarding the education of children 
with disabilities; 

(c) Advise the SEA in developing evaluations and reporting on data to the Secretary under section 618 of 
the Act; 

(d) Advise the SEA in developing corrective action plans to address findings identified in Federal monitoring 
reports under Part B of the Act; and 

(e) Advise the SEA in developing and implementing policies relating to the coordination of services for 
children with disabilities. 
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CSEAC Vision Statement 
All learners are respected and challenged with high expectations, their needs are met, and student aspirations 
for success are fulfilled. 

CSEAC Mission Statement 
Our mission is to actively represent children and youth with disabilities and impact decisions made on their 
behalf to enhance the quality of educational services. 

CSEAC 2013-2014 Focus 
The theme for the 2013-2014 CSEAC year was “Students First:  Teaming for Success!”  The theme was chosen by 
members attending the CSEAC Annual Retreat with the focus on both the CSEAC Mission and Vision, advocating 
on the behalf of students in need of special education supports and services, keeping high expectations, and 
placing the emphasis on students remaining first in all CSEAC does. 

CSEAC subcommittees worked diligently with the following emphases: 

• to align and give input to legislation and contribute to CDE rulemaking;  

• to strengthen relationships between CSEAC, communities and other stakeholders;  

• to promote People First philosophy and language statewide; and  

• to increase the number of local Special Education Advisory Committees (SEACs) and build grassroots 
family involvement in special education by reaching out and supporting existing SEACs as well as new 
ones. 
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CSEAC Highlights of 2013-2014 

• Welcomed Assistant Commissioner and State Director of Special Education Randy Boyer 

• Created and published a CSEAC Position Statement, “Mental Health Issues and Students with 
Disabilities” http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/MentalHealthPositionStatement.pdf  

• Presented at the Colorado Special Education Directors’ Fall Meeting 

• Held 3rd Annual People First Meeting 

• Reviewed and gave input on the proposed High School Graduation Guidelines 

• Served on the CDE Advisory Group on Early Dispute Resolution, State Graduation Guidelines Committee, 
Preschool Special Education Advisory Committee, and WestEd Assessment Implementation Focus Group 

• Created and distributed a reader-friendly brochure on the State Performance Plan (SPP) for families, 
students with disabilities, and the educators who work with them 

• Reviewed the Special Education State of the State Report with regard to goals, performance of Colorado 
students, and Office of Special Education Programs indicators 

• Reviewed updates of Colorado’s Due Process Resolutions and State Complaints 

• Received legislative updates from Dr. Debora Scheffel 

• Discussed parental concerns 

• Held CSEAC Annual Planning Retreat in July 2013 

• Received updates and presentations on the following topics: 

o Educator Effectiveness:  Update on Specialized Service Providers and Student Learning 
Outcomes by Jean Williams, Educator Effectiveness Unit, CDE 

o IMAGINE!  Boulder County Initiative and Family Support Grants 

o Mental Health Services presentation by Rose Lupinacci, Dean of Students and Section 504 
Coordinator, Fairview High School, Boulder Valley School District 

o PEAK Parent Center, Colorado’s Parent Training and Information Center, by Barbara Buswell, 
Executive Director and Julie Harmon, Director of Parent Services 

o Secondary Transition Services by Linda Tegtmeier, Supervisor, Secondary Transition and Student 
Outcomes, CDE Exceptional Student Services Unit 

o State Assessment System by Christina Wirth-Hawkins, Assistant Director, CDE Assessment Unit 

The committee continues to build working relationships with the Colorado Department of Education, the 
Colorado State Board of Education, the Colorado Legislature, statewide special education directors, educators, 
local SEACs, parents, agencies, and other partners in special education. 
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2013-2014 CSEAC Subcommittee Reports 
Communications Subcommittee 
Purpose:  To increase CSEAC networking and visibility between all stakeholders by supporting communication 
between families, school districts, and the CDE 

Goals:  Strengthen relationships between CSEAC, local SEACs, communities, and other stakeholders.  Promote 
People First philosophy statewide. 

Co-Chairs:  Tracy Mueller and Lori Smith 
Members:  Roberta Curtis, Linda Hayes, Patti McVay, Sarah Metsch, Karin Pappadakis, Debra Paul, Anna Stewart 

Accomplishments: 

• Collaborated with and supported local SEACs 

• Reached out to other stakeholder groups to increase collaboration and resources for students with 
disabilities and their families 

• Discussed and advocated for the use of People First language in all settings and media 

• Created and distributed People First language posters 

• Organized and conducted CSEAC’s third State of Colorado People First meeting, which recognized the 
following individuals for their outstanding contributions to children with disabilities: 

o Jennifer Wilger – Executive Director/Co-Founder, Temple Grandin School 

o Sonia Miera – Paraprofessional III, Park Elementary School, Durango School District  
9-R/San Juan BOCES 

o Fred Schneider – Executive Director, Durango 4-C Council, Inc., Tri-County Head Start 

o Student Recipient – MacKenzie Beauvais-Nikl, Thomas Jefferson HS, Denver Public Schools 

o Lifetime Recipient – Dixie J. Periman, Special Education Coordinator, Cherry Creek Schools 

Bylaws Subcommittee 
Purpose:  To review and update bylaws as needed 

Goals:  Advise on and draft amendments to bylaws as requested 

Chair:  David Aarestad 

Accomplishments: 

• No bylaw changes this year 
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Membership Subcommittee 
Purpose:  To reach out to individuals who meet the criteria for membership on CSEAC and solicit applications 

Goals:  Actively recruit and retain members, and communicate membership obligations 

Chair:  Pam Christy 
Members:  Zoe Ann Holmes, Joanne Irons, Renee Niskanen, Greg Sullivan, Bob Ward 

Accomplishments: 

• Distributed a notice of vacancies for the 2014-2015 CSEAC year, with the focus on recruiting 
representatives from Congressional Districts 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7 in order to improve statewide 
representation 

• Interviewed eleven well-qualified applicants and recommended the appointment of nine new 
representatives to the Colorado State Board of Education:  six representing parents from Congressional 
Districts 2, 3, 5, and 7; one representing an administrator of an approved facility school from 
Congressional District 4; one administrator of special programs from Congressional District 4; and one 
representative from the Division of Youth Corrections from Congressional District 6 

• Obtained committee members’ commitment for service and followed up with absentee members 

• Continued to update membership directory, including adding member photos 

• Reinstated the mentor program for new CSEAC members 
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Public Policy and Legislative Subcommittee 
Purpose:  To stay abreast of and disseminate information affecting education of children and youth with 
disabilities through electronic mail to members 

Goals:  Get in front of issues and in communication loops at the CDE 

Co-Chairs:  David Aarestad and Katherine Rains 
Members:  Adric Arndt, Cassidy Dellamonache, Cheryl Gaines, Nancy Harris, Cindy Holden, Tom McMillen,  
Dr. Erin Ross, Lori Thompson 

Accomplishments: 

• Maintained communication with State Board of Education through Dr. Scheffel and kept CSEA
informed about legislation, rulemakin, and current issues that could impact students with disabilitie 

• Connected with Special Education Directors Legislative Consortium to collaborate on current iss 

• Served on and continue to contribut to the CDE State Graduation Guidelines Committ 

• Served on and contributed to the CDE Advisory Group on Early Dispute Resolutio 

• Served on and contributed to the Preschool Special Education Advisory Committ 

• Each subcommittee member tracke an issue of choice, including: 

o Senate Bill 10-191:  Concerning Ensuring Quality Instruction Through EducatorEffectivenes 

o READ Act 

o Graduation Guideline 

o Transitions, including Postsecondary and Part C to Part  

o Community Centered Boards 
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State Performance Plan Subcommittee 
Purpose:  To review the State Performance Plan (SPP) and work with and advise the representative from the CDE 
regarding changes, issues, and concerns of the SPP 

Goals: 

• Use SPP Part B Indicator 3 data in math and reading to identify trends and what works for sites that 
show improved outcomes for students with disabilities 

• Summarize results to share 

• Create and share a family-friendly brochure describing SPP Indicators 

Chair:  Kathy Mortenson 
Members:  Dean Cockroft, Irwin Faaiu, Beverly Harris, Kindra Sanchez-Marble, Missy Sieders 

Accomplishments: 

• Published a reader-friendly SPP brochure to help families, students, educational professionals and
others understand what the SPP is and why it is important; posted the brochure on the CDE website in 
English and Spanish; began brochure distribution at district 

• Reviewed previous year’s survey data and refined this year’s survey question 

• Surveyed and documented responses from five districts on special education outcome 
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Discussions Surrounding Parental Concerns 

• Extended School Year (ESY) 

• Early/Alternative Dispute Resolution 

• Funding for special education in Colorado 

• Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) 

• Lack of in-patient hospital beds for students with mental health needs, especially those with dual 
diagnoses 

• Inadequate mental health services for students and the additional burden this places on families and 
school districts 

• Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) computerized assessments 

• Graduation rate of students with disabilities and likely decrease when new graduation guidelines are 
implemented 

• Inconsistent transition services across the state and postsecondary outcomes, including employment for 
students with disabilities 

• Significant need for Vocational Education 

• READ Act 

New Directions for 2014-2015 
Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) shifts to include Results along with Compliance 

• CSEAC promotes the Results Driven Accountability (RDA) process to capture student progress on IEP 
goals 

• CSEAC urges meaningful transition planning and Vocational Education options to increase student 
graduation rates and improve postsecondary outcomes 

• CSEAC recognizes the benefits of individualizing Extended School Year to increase student growth and 
outcomes 

• CSEAC values the CDE Early Dispute Resolution initiative to reduce disputes, complaints, and related 
costs for families and school districts 

• CSEAC supports Colorado’s State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) and collaborates with CDE to 
develop the State-identified Measurable Result (SiMR) 

• CSEAC encourages monitoring the results of students with disabilities on PARCC testing 
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CSEAC Advisory Resources 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/CSEAC.asp 

The Power of Partnership: A Guide for Local Special Education Advisory Committees (SEACs) in Colorado (2010) 

• Provides specific information for families and educators in developing and maintaining effective local 
special education advisory committees; sent yearly to all superintendents and special education 
directors 

• http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/cdesped/download/pdf/cseac_guideforlocals
eacscolorado.pdf 

Forming a Local Special Education Advisory Committee (Brochure and Insert) 

• Provides an overview of local special education committees; includes an insert identifying practical 
actions for committees 

• Brochure:  
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/cdesped/download/pdf/cseac_localbrochure
.pdf 

• Insert:  
http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/documents/cdesped/download/pdf/cseac_localbrochure
insert.pdf 

State Performance Plan Brochure 

• Describes what the State Performance Plan (SPP) is in a reader-friendly way to help families, educators, 
and others understand its importance and how it impacts special education 

• English:  http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/brochure_spp_2014feb.pdf 

• Spanish:  http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/brochure_spp_spanish_2014may.pdf 

Mental Health Position Statement 

• Provides information regarding the influence of mental health on academic success and the importance 
of improving the supports provided to students with disabilities who are at increased risk of mental 
health issues 

• http://www.cde.state.co.us/sites/default/files/MentalHealthPositionStatement.pdf 
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CSEAC Members 2013-2014 
Name 
 

Role 
 

County 
 

Congressional 
District 

David Aarestad Parent of a child with a disability Arapahoe 6 

Adric Arndt Special education administrator Teller 5 

Pat Chamberlain 
2013-2015 Co-Chair 

Parent of a child with a disability Larimer 2 

Pam Christy Parent of a child with a disability Elbert 4 

Dean Cockroft Grandparent of a child with a 
disability/legal guardian 
 

Larimer 4 

Roberta Curtis Parent of a child with a disability Douglas 6 

Cassidy Dellemonache* Parent of a child with a disability Jefferson 7 

Irwin Faaiu* Representative from the Division of 
Youth Corrections 
 

Arapahoe 6 

Cheryl Gaines Parent of a child with a disability Mesa 3 

Beverly Harris General education administrator Arapahoe 6 

Nancy Harris Representative from the Department of 
Human Services, Child Welfare Services 
 

Denver 1 

Linda Hayes Special education administrator El Paso 5 

Cindy Holden* Parent of a child with a disability Eagle 3 

Zoe Ann Holmes 
2012-2014 Co-Chair 

Parent of a child with a disability El Paso 5 

Joanne Irons Parent of a child with a disability Archuleta 3 

Nancy Lemmond Representative from a district charter 
school 
 

El Paso 5 

Tom McMillen Parent of a child with a disability Jefferson 7 
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Patti McVay Administrator of a program for students 

with disabilities 
 

Arapahoe 4 

Sarah Metsch Individual with a disability, self-advocate Douglas 6 

Kathy Mortensen Special education administrator Alamosa 3 

Tracy Mueller, Ph.D. Representative from an institution of 
higher education 
 

Larimer 4 

Renee Niskanen Parent of a child with a disability El Paso 5 

Karin Pappadakis Representative from the Department of 
Corrections 
 

El Paso 5 

Debra Paul 
2014-2016 Co-Chair 

Parent of a child with a disability Boulder 2 

Katherine Rains 
2014-2015 Co-Chair Elect 

Representative from a private school Denver 1 

Erin Ross Parent of a child with a disability Adams 7 

Kindra Sanchez-Marble Representative from the Charter School 
Institute 
 

Adams 7 

Missy Sieders Parent of a child with a disability El Paso 5 

Lori Smith Special education teacher Arapahoe 6 

Anna Stewart Parent of a child with a disability Boulder 2 

Greg Sullivan Representative of an organization 
concerned with the provision of 
transition services 
 

Douglas 6 

Lori Thompson Representative from a state agency 
involved in the financing or delivery of 
related services 
 

Larimer 4 

Robert Ward Parent of a child with a disability Arapahoe 6 

*Interim       
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New CSEAC Members 2014-2015 
The following new members were appointed by the Colorado State Board of Education and joined CSEAC in July 
2014: 

• Cassidy Dellemonache – parent of a child with a disability (Congressional District 7) 

• Irwin Faaiu – representative of the Division of Youth Corrections, Department of Human Services 
(Congressional District 6) 

• Elisabeth Freys – administrator from an approved facility school (Congressional District 4) 

• Tom Gribble – administrator of programs for children with disabilities (Congressional District 2) 

• Cindy Holden – parent of a child with a disability (Congressional District 3) 

• Richard Humphrey – parent of a child with a disability (Congressional District 2) 

• Mellisa Umphenour – parent of a child with a disability (Congressional District 7) 

• Shari Watson – parent of a child with a disability (Congressional District 2) 

• Teresa Wright – parent of a child with a disability (Congressional District 5) 

Committee Meeting Schedule 2014-2015 
• Planning Retreat:  July 17-18, 2014 

• Thursday, September 18, 2014 

• Thursday, November 20, 2014 

• Thursday, February 19, 2015 

• Thursday, April 16, 2015 
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For Additional Information 
For further information about the Colorado Special Education Advisory Committee, please visit 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/CSEAC.asp or contact one of the following persons: 

Zoe Ann Holmes 
2012-2014 CSEAC Co-Chair 
719-237-8082 
zoeannholmes@msn.com 

Pat Chamberlain 
2013-2015 CSEAC Co-Chair 
970-217-8756 
patchamberlain@msn.com 

Debra Paul 
2014-2016 CSEAC Co-Chair 
303-775-2357 
Debra.Paul@childrenscolorado.org 
 
Randy Boyer, Assistant Commissioner and State Director of Special Education 
Colorado Department of Education 
Exceptional Student Services Unit 
boyer_r@cde.state.co.us 

Cindy Dascher, Supervisor of Family-School Partnering 
Colorado Department of Education 
Exceptional Student Services Unit 
303-866-6876 
dascher_c@cde.state.co.us 
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Addendum A – State Performance Plan Brochure (English and Spanish) 
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Addendum B – People First Brochure 
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Addendum C – Mental Health Position Statement 
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The contents of this handout were developed under a grant from the Department of Education.  However, those 
contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should not assume 
endorsement by the Federal Government. 
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