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LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER

APRIL 2008
Red meat production i€olorado during April 2008 totaled
179.9 million pounds, 35 percent above 133.7 nmillpmunds
produced during April 2007 and 8 percent above K&@08.
The accumulated production for the first four mendf this
year now totals 695.1 million pounds, up 22 perdemrn the
571.0 million pounds during the comparable periast lyear.
Cattle kill in Colorado during April increased 3érpent from
the previous year to 217,600 head. The averagen@ight of

1,261 pounds was 19 pounds above the average fdat Ap

2007. Hog slaughter stayed the same from a yearba§00
head and the average live weight decreased 3 pdon2s9.
Sheep and lamb kill during April totaled 82,300 dhedown 1
percent from the previous year. The average lieight of
167 pounds increased 6 pound from April 2007.

Commercial red meat production for tbaited Statestotaled
4.30 billion pounds in April, up 14 percent from eth
3.75 billion pounds produced in April 2007. Beebguction,
at 2.25 billion pounds, was 12 percent above tegipus year.
Cattle slaughter totaled 2.96 million head, up &€cpnt from
April 2007. The average live weight was up 24 paufrdm
the previous year, at 1,259 pounds.

Veal production totaled 11.9 million pounds, 1 patcabove
April a year ago. Calf slaughter totaled 73,300 cheap
29 percent from April 2007. The average live weigtas
down 70 pounds from last year, at 278 pounds.

Pork production totaled 2.02 billion pounds, up pE8cent
from the previous year. Hog Kkill totaled 9.99 naitli head, up
18 percent from April 2007. The average live weighds
down 1 pound from the previous year, at 269 pounds.

Lamb and mutton production, at 15.3 million poundas up
2 percent from April 2007. Sheep slaughter tota?@d,400
head, 2 percent above last year. The average krghtvwas
138 pounds, unchanged from April a year ago.

Vol. 28 No. 11

January to April 2008 commercial red meat produrctieas
16.8 billion pounds, up 8 percent from 2007. Acclated
beef production was up 5 percent from last yeasl weas
down 12 percent, pork was up 13 percent from last,yand
lamb and mutton production was down 5 percent.

Red Meat Production, Colorado and United States/1

Area Apr. Mar. Apr. January-April
and Species 2007 2008 2008 200’7 2008
Million Pounds

Colorado............... 133.7 165.9 179.9 571.C 695.1
United States........ 3,753..  4,090.6 4,297.0 15,47® 16,771.1
Beef....cocooviiiennd . 2,015.( 21004 2,2545 8,257 8,625.8
Veal ....coooovvnennn. . 11.¢ 11.3 11.9 518 455
Pork ..cccooviiienn] . 1711% 19629 2,015.3 7107.0 8,038.7
Lamb & Mutton.... 15.C 16.0 15.3 64.1 61.1

1/ Totals may not add due to rounding.

CHICKEN AND EGG PRODUCTION

APRIL 2008

Colorado laying flocks produced 91 million eggs during Apri
2008, up 5 percent from the 87 million producediryithe
same month last year. March egg production wa3 pgrcent
in 2008 at 96 million eggs. During April, the asge number
of layers was 3.89 million compared with 3.74 roitliin April
2007 and 3.90 in March 2008. The average numbeggé
produced per 100 layers was 2,337 this April comgpaxrith
2,328 last April and 2,465 for March of this year.

U.S. egg production totaled 7.38 billion during ARDOS,
down 1 percent from last year.
6.28 billion table eggs, and 1.11 billion hatchieggs, of
which 1.04 billion were broiler-type and 66 milliovere egg-
type. The total number of layers during April 2088raged
341 million, down 1 percent from last year. Apegg
production per 100 layers was 2,164 eggs, up $fightm
April 2007.

All layers in the U.S. on May 1, 2008 totaled 34illiom,
down 1 percent from last year. The 341 million elesy
consisted of 280 million layers producing tablenmarket type
eggs, 57.7 million layers producing broiler-typedhéng eggs,
and 2.84 million layers producing egg-type hatchimggs.
Rate of lay per day on May 1, 2008, averaged 748 @er
100 layers, up 1 percent from May 1, 2007.

Egg-type chicks hatched during April 2008 totaled
41.1 million, up 5 percent from April 2007. Eggs i
incubators totaled 39.6 million on May 1, 2008, i{ppercent
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from a year ago. Domestic placements of egg-typketp
chicks for future hatchery supply flocks by leadimgeeders
totaled 264 thousand during April 2008, down 4 patdrom
April 2007.

Broiler-type chicks hatched during April 2008 tetl

797 million, down slightly from April 2007. Eggsni

incubators totaled 665 million on May 1, 2008, daddvn
percent from a year earlier. Leading breeders edac
6.87 million broiler-type pullet chicks for futurdomestic

hatchery supply flocks during April 2008, up 3 part from

April 2007.

ALL CATTLE AND CALVES,
BEEF COWS AND MILK COWS

COUNTY ESTIMATES

JANUARY 1, 2008
This report continues the livestock county estirmatata series
for all cattle, beef cows, and milk cows. Datatfuis report is
obtained from the National January 1 Cattle Invenfurvey
and supplemented by the Livestock County EstimStavey
that was mailed to all cattle operations in thaesexcluded
from the National survey.

Herd rebuilding continued in 2007 with the catti@antory in
Colorado up 2 percent to 2.75 million head as ofuday 1,
2008 and the beef cow inventory, at 730,000 hepd.%, as
of January 1, 2008. This current beef cow inventsryp 8
percent from two years ago but still down 13 perdeom
2001 when state estimates for beef cows began.

Weld County, with 585,000 head of all cattle and calves on
hand as of January 1, 2008, remained the leaditig caunty

in the state with 21 percent of the state’s tataéntory. Weld
County has a number of large commercial feedlots large
dairy operations which contributes to its leadimdtle county
ranking Weld County far surpassed any other county in
Colorado in the number of milk cows with 68,000, ®rF
percent of the total 120,000 milk cows in the stabduma
County and Morgan County are the second and third for all
cattle and calf inventory in the state with 280,@0@ 245,500
head, respectively. Lik@&/eld County, both Yuma County
and Morgan County are home to several large commercial
feedlots and dairy operationsogan County is ranked fourth

in Colorado in all cattle inventory, at 205,000 tiefollowed

by Kit Carson County at 161,500 headProwers County,
with 108,500 head, was the only other county indta¢e with
100,000 or more cattle and calves and was the #ixtest
cattle county in the state. The counties Whshington
(76,500 head)Otero (76,000 head)Crowley (71,500) and
Baca (56,000 head) complete the list of the top ten tieann
the state for all cattle and calves.

Yuma County has the state’s largest inventory of beef cows
with 51,500 head, or 7 percent of the state totaf3D,000
head. Weld County continues to have the second largest
number of beef cows, at 47,000, or 6 percent ofdbe. Las
Animas County, Washington County, and Morgan County

are third, fourth and fifth in the number of beefns at 36,000
head, 30,000 head, and 29,000 head, respectivdyunding
out the top ten counties in beef cows bogan County with

27,500 headPueblo County with 26,000 headElbert and
Lincoln County with 25,000 head each ardesa County
with 23,000 head.

The January 1, 2008 inventory in the top ten cesntotaled
1,865,500 head of all cattle and calves and reptedenearly
68 percent of the total cattle inventory in theestarhe top ten
counties with beef cows had a combined inventorg2if,000
head, representing 44 percent of the state’s totantory of
730,000 head.

COLD STORAGE

APRIL 30, 2008
Frozen food stocks in refrigerated warehouses oril 89,
2008 were greater than year earlier levels forayrichicken,
pork, eggs, butter and beef. Butter stoskse up 13 percent
from last month and up 3 percent from a year ago.

Total red meat supplies in freezers were up 1 perfcem the
previous month and up 14 percent from last yeaozéh pork
supplies were down slightly from the previous mohth up
23 percent from last year. Stocks of pork bellieere up
1 percent from last month and up 62 percent fr@hyaar.

Total frozen poultry supplies on April 30, 2008 weup 4
percent from the previous month and up 28 perceor fa
year ago. Total stocks of chicken were down 1 grrérom
the previous month but up 24 percent from last .ye@otal
pounds of turkey in freezers were up 15 perceninfilast
month and up 37 percent from April 30, 2007.

Stocks in Storage, United States

April 30, Mar. 31, April 30,
Commodity 2007 2008 2008
1,000 Pounds
BUtEr ..o " 245,907 224,804 253,642
Cheese, total natural......... . 894,338 824,309 852,857
Eggs, frozen.........ccceee. . 14,318 16,302 16,196
Poultry, total frozen........... . 972,933 1,197,125 1,249,481
Chicken......cccocvvvveinnnn. .. 606,083 764,765 753,427
TUIKEY . 360,220 428,133 492,738
Fruits, frozen .........cccoeee 882,805 920,547 868,720
Fruit Juices, frozen............ 1,295,746 1,410,683 1,586,471
Vegetables, total frozen..... 1,316,778 1,626,420 1,453,260
Potatoes, total frozen........ .. 1,102,232 1,087,661 1,130,771
Meats, total red.................| . 970,254 1,098,783 1,104,502
Beef, total frozen............ . 417,256 423,230 429,289
Pork, total frozen............ . 528,527 652,683 652,220

Data for this report are collected from public apdvate refrigerated

warehouses storing commodities for 30 days or moFmod stocks are

excluded for places where entire inventories ameel over more than once a
month.

U.S. DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE

COLORADO DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE



AGRICULTURAL PRICES
MAY 15, 2008

The preliminary All Farm Products Index of PricescRived
by Farmers in May, at 150 percent, based on 199002,
increased 5 points (3.4 percent) from April. TheiCIndex is
up 4 points (2.4 percent) and the Livestock Indecréased
5 points (3.9 percent). Producers received highres for
hogs, cattle, onions, and broilers and lower priceseggs,
lettuce, wheat, and broccoli. In addition to psicthe overall
index is also affected by the seasonal change basad-year
average mix of commodities producers sell.
monthly marketings of cantaloups, grapes, sweeh,cand
wheat offset decreased marketings of cattle, naitkn, and
apples.

The May All Crops index is 172, up 2.4 percent frévpril

and 23 percent above May 2007. Index increaseBdis &

nuts, potatoes & dry beans, oil-bearing crops, faed grains
& hay more than offset the index decreases for fgmans,
cotton, and commercial vegetables. The May allavipgice,
at $8.80 per bushel, is down $1.20 from April b8t above
May 2007. The corn price, at $5.12 per busheldasvn

3 cents from last month but $1.63 above May 200he all

hay price, at $166 per ton, is up $14.00 from Aanfl $28.00
from last May. Grain sorghum, at $9.18 per cwtl2scents
below April but $2.69 above May last year. The =Bn
price, at $12.30 per bushel, increased 30 cents April and

is $5.18 above May 2007. The all potato price$®R1 per
cwt, is up 76 cents from April and $1.26 from I&&y. The
all dry bean price, at $36.30 per cwt, is up $1f@0n the
previous month and $11.90 above May 2007.

The May Livestock and Products index, at 132, $spg&rcent
above last month but unchanged from May 2007. Coetb
with a year ago, prices are higher for turkeys,lérs, milk,

hogs, and eggs. Cattle and calf prices are down fast year.
The May hog price, at $54.10 per cwt, is up $10r6th April

and $1.00 higher than a year ago. The May be#égaice of
$90.50 per cwt is up $3.90 from last month but §2@wver
than May 2007. The May all milk price of $18.20r pat is
up 20 cents from last month and May 2007. Thalflyiade
milk price is up 20 cents and the manufacturingdgranilk
price is up 80 cents from the previous month.

Prices Received and Paid Summary, United States

Index 2007 2008
1990-92 = 100 April | May April | May
Percent
Prices Received ................ . 133 136 145 150
Prices Paid...........cccceeevnnes . 160 161 181 184
Ratio V..ooovveviiiieeeeiiiienenn . 83 84 80 82

1/ Ratio of Index of Prices Received by Farmersttek of Prices Paid.

All mid-May 2008 Colorado crop prices except othey
increased from the previous year. All mid-May pscfor

livestock items except cows decreased from May 2007

Wheat, at $7.43 per bushel, was 63 cents belowpt&eous
month but $2.80 per bushel higher than May a ygar &orn
prices decreased 5 cents from April to $4.65 peshblbut

In@das

averaged $1.22 per bushel above May 2007. Potateesup
from the previous month at $10.40 per cwt and &5 per
cwt up from the $7.85 per cwt received in May 20@%falfa
hay averaged $150.00 per ton in mid-May of thig yep from
the previous month by $3.00 per ton and $10.0Gqeabove
May 2007. Other hay remained unchanged from tkeipus
month, at $130.00 per ton, but averaged $15.0@qmebelow
May 2007. Steers and heifers, at $104.00 per wete up
$5.50 from April but averaged $1.00 per cwt beloayh2007.
Calves remained unchanged from the previous moith
$114.00 but were $7.00 per cwt below the May 200atage
of $121.00 per cwt. The April 2008 all milk pricé $18.20
was down 30 cents from last month.

Average Prices Received By Farmerd/

Colorado
May April May
Item Unit 2007 2008 2008

Crops Dollars

Wheat ........ccooveveenicien, . Bu 463 8.06 7.43
COMLiiiiiiiec e . Bu 343 470 4.65
Barley (All).......coocveereennnnnd Bu. 2/ 2/ 2/
Potatoes .........cccccceeeeiennnn. . Cwt 7.85 9.60 10.40
Dry edible beans................ . Cwt 25.10 36.70 37.00
Alfalfa hay (baled).............. Ton 140.00 147.00 150.00
Other hay (baled)............... . Tor 145.00 130.00 130.00
Livestock & Products

Beef Cattle..........cccvvenne. . Cwt 104.00 97.60 103.00
Steers & heifers ................ . Cwt 105.00 98.50 104.00
COWS oo . Cwt 53.20 52.20 55.50
Calves.....ccovervenienicnen . Cwit 121.00 114.00 114.00
Sheep .ooovviiiiiiciee . Cwt 32.00 30.00 3/
Lambs .....cccoeriiiii . Cwt 100.00 104.00 3/
Milk sold to plants.............. Cwt 18.00 18.50 18.20

United States

Crops Dollars

Wheat ........ccooveveenicnen, . Bu 4.88 10.00 8.80
COMLiiiiiiiiiec et . Bu 349 515 5.12
Soybeans ........ccccceeviiieenn. . Bu. 17.12 12.00 12.30
Barley (All).......coooveereennnnnd Bu. 3.12 4.54 4.76
Barley (Feed).........ocuveeenn. . Bu 3.20 4.65 3.98
Sorghum .......cccceeeeiiiiiieenn. . Cwt 6.49 9.30 9.18
Potatoes .........cccccceeeeiennnn. . Cwt 7.95 845 9.21
Dry edible beans................ . Cwt 24.40 34.40 36.30
Alfalfa hay (baled).............. Ton 145.00 157.00 177.00
Other hay (baled)............... . Tor 115.00 140.00 134.00
ONIONS ..o . Cwt 2420 17.40 31.70
Livestock & Products

Beef Cattle..........cccceervenne. . Cwit 92.80 86.60 90.50
Steers & heifers ................ . Cwt 98.10 91.60 95.40
COWS oot . Cwt 51.70 50.50 53.10
Calves.....cccovevieneenicnen . Cwit 124.00 116.00 116.00
Sheep ..o . Cwt 30.80 28.80 3/
Lambs ... . Cwt 97.10 99.40 3/
HOQGS .. . Cwt 53.10 44.10 54.10
Milk sold to plants.............. Cwt 18.00 18.00 18.20
Broilers.......coccooeveiiiniiind . Lb. 0.470 0.460 0.480

1/ Prices received by farmers refer to prices aptiiat of first sale out of farmer’s
hands and should not be confused with prices dfifipegrades or classes of a
particular agricultural commodity. They do notlirde direct government payments.
2/ Insufficient sales to establish a price. Mdd-month price not estimated.
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UPCOMING REPORTS

Colorado and U.S. data from most of the followiegarts will
appear in subsequent issues of AG UPDATE. Howdhese
who have an immediate need for the data may callaffice
after 1:15 P.M. on the day of release - toll fre80D-392-
3202. The complete USDA report is also availahtetloe
Worldwide Web at: http://www.nass.usda.gov

June 10 - Crop Production
June 13 - Potato Stocks
June 18 - Milk Production
June 20 - Cattle on Feed
June 20 - Cold Storage

June 20 - Livestock Slaughter
June 23 - Chickens and Eggs
June 27 - Agricultural Prices
June 27 - Hogs and Pigs
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