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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR 1934

VALU E-Colorado farm crops produced in 1934 are valued at $50,801,400
compared with $63,959,160 in 1933 and $41,566,000 in 1932. This valuation is
placed on the total production of all crops and based upon annual prices
secured by weighting monthly prices to gro",vers by estimates of monthly
marketings.

PRODUCTION-Production of Colorado crops in 1934 was the lowest in
over 25 years. The continued dronth and shortage of irrigation v.rater caused
59 percent abandonment of the total planted crop acreage and reduced the
combined yield per acre for all crops to only 61.3 percent of the ten-year
average. The total crop acreage harvested in 1934 ,vas 3,947,390 acres, com
pared with 6,231,410 acres in 1933, and 5,89'8,840 acres in 1932. Winter wheat
and rye are the only crops that show an acreage harvested in 1934 greater
1han that harvested in 1933. Fruit crops, rye and fall "wheat show greater pro
duction than in 1933. Truck crop yields were substantially lower in 1934 than
a year earlier. A comparison of production for some of the principal Colorado
crops indicates the severity of the 1934 drouth. The total corn crop ",vas only
3,368,000 bushels in 1934, compared with 22,044,000 bushels in 1933 and 37,238,000
bushels in 1930. The oats estiInate of 2,280,000 bushels compares with 4,131,000
bushels in 1933. The hay crop of 1,402,000 tons is the smallest since 1893.
In contrast with the greatly reduced production of other crops, the Colorado
peach production of 1,260,000 bushels \vas the largest on record and compares
with a production of S78,000 in 1933 and 1,201,000 bushels in 1932.

REVIEW OF THE 1934 CROP SEASON-In the fall of 1933, 1,205,000
acres of winter wheat "were sown in Colorado, or an increase of 30 percent over
tbe previous fall. A part of the early seeded ",vinter wheat and rye was com
pleted under favorable seed bed conditions, but later due to dry weather, soil
moisture was unsatisfactory both for seed germination and for early growth.
Snowfall was general over the great plains area early in December, but the
nl0isture came too late to nlaterially benefit late so,vn wheat. The "''linter
nlonths were mild and dry, \vith no general precipitation until the last ,veek of
February. During the early spring months wheat made good growth, but hot,
drying winds during April and l\1:ay practically depleted all surface moisture
and all dry' land wheat deteriorated rapidly. There had been a deficiency of
subsoil nl0isture since 1931. Final 1934 abandonment of "Tinter wheat "ras 60
percent of the seeded acreage, compared \vith 71 percent in 1933 and 35.7 per
cent, the ten-year average.

From May until fall hot, dry \veather prevailed and the condition of pas
tnres and "all crops declined to a very lo-\v point. Abandonment of crop acreage
,vas extremely heavy and very lo\v yields 'were realized on the small acreage
actually harvested. In 1934 abandonment of the planted corn acreage was 47
1'er cent; barley 61 per cent; oats 45 per cent; dry beans 67 per cent; spring
wheat 52 per cent, and potatoes 26 per cent.

The Colorado fruit production was· 32 per cent greater than the previous
Year. Production of all fruits \vas favorable, "rith a peach crop the largest in
the history of the state.

Livestock suffered froln lack of feed during the early summer and fall
111011ths. Pastures and ranges burned badly frOln lack of moisture and the Fed
eral government found it. necessary to lllake emergency purchases of cattle
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and sheep throughout the entire state. The movement of livestock was par
ticularly heavy from southeastern Colorado counties. The government bUYing
program started the last of July and when completed in December, 289,588
cattle and 207,196 sheep had been purchased to save stockmen from heavy
losses and make possible movement of livestock to other states where feed 'was
more plentiful. During the fall months all available feed and roughage Wer\!
conserved. Thistles, weeds and grain crops were cut for hay. In spite of this,
stockmen entered the winter with a very low reserve supply of hay, grain
and other feeds. It was only because of an extremely mild open fall and
winter that heavy losses of livestock from starvation were prevented.

Hay-Hay ranks first am0ng Colorado crops in value. The 1934 total value
\vas $16,379,600, compared with $13,393,300 in 1933. The total 1934 hay crop,
consisting principally of alfalfa, tinlothy, clover and millet, "ras the smallest
produced since 1902 because of the extreme drouth and shortage of irrigation
water. Yields were not only reduced to a very low level, but a considerable
acreage was completely abandoned without producing any crop.

Sugar Beets-Colorado for many years has ranked first in sugar beet pro
duction but in 1934 dropped to second place with about 21 per cent of the
total United States crop because of unfavorable growing conditions. The 1934
crop of 1,572,000 tons was produced on 169,000 acres. In 1933, 2,628,000 tons
were produced on 209,000 acres. The five-year (1'927-1931) average production
has been 2,725,000 tons. 'rhe value of the 1934 sugar beet crop was $7,326,000,
compared with $12,141,000 in 1933.

Corn-The 1934 corn crop was the lowest in 30 years. There was some
reduction in planted acreage because of the crop control program and because
of shortage of soil moisture at planting time. A.bandonment \vas 47 per cent of

the planted acreage, leaving only 842,000 acres for harvest, compared with the
1933 acreage harvested of 2,004,000 acres. Production in 1934 was 3,368,000
bushels with an average yield of four bushels per acre on the harvested acres.

In 1933 corn production anlounted to 22,044,000 bushels and the yield 'was
11 bushels per acre. The 1934 value ,vas $3,435,000, conlpared with $8,818,000
for 1933. Of the total acres harvested in 1934 it is estimated that 337,000 acres
were harvested for grain, 415,000 acres grazed or hogged oft] and 90,000 acres
cut for silage. The yield of silage was 2.5 tons per acre. About 12 per cent
of the Colorado corn acreage was -under irrigation in 1934.

Wheat-The 1934 wheat crop was valued at $4,967,000 cOlnpared with $3,843,
000 in 1933.

Winter Wheat-Winter wheat suffered from unfavorable growing condi·
tions in 1934 and for the third year in succession a short wheat crop was pro
duced. Sixty per cent of the planted acreage ,vas abandoned, conlpared with
71 per cent in 1933 and 60 per cent two years ago. In 1934, 482,000 acres of
wheat were harvested, compared with 268,000 acres in 1933. The 1934 prodUC
tion was 3,760,000 bushels or an average of 7.8 bushels per acre.

In 1933, 2,412,000 bushels were produced with an average yield of 9
bushels per acre. The five-year (1927-1931) average production has been 15,
491,000 bushels. About 19 per cent of the winter wheat harvested for 1934 was
grown without irrigation.

The 1934 fall-sown wheat acreage was estimated at 964,000 acres or 80 per
cent of 1,205,000 acres (revised estimate) so,vn in the fall of 1933. Rains early
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in September supplied some surface moisture and made conditions favorable
for early seeding. There was, however, very little subsoil moisture and as late
fall weather was very dry, winter wheat condition declined rapidly during the
fall and winter months. Late seeded wheat failed to germinate.

Winter months Vlere practically without moisture, and not until the latter
part of April did conditions improve. By that time almost the entire dryland
acreage of Eastern Colorado had been abandoned. Rains the latter part of
April prevented complete loss of acreage and caused some improvement in con
dition of wheat remaining for harvest. May 1 abandonment of wheat acreage
was estimated at 86 per cent, the heaviest abandonment on record. Winter
wheat condition on l\1ay 1, 1935, was 25. per cent of normal, compared with 73
per cent on May 1, 1934, and the ten-year average (1925-1934) condition of 74
per cent.

Spring Wheat-In 1934, 168,000 acres of spring wheat were harvested with
an average yield of 12 bushels per acre and a total production of 2,016,000
bushels. This compares with 280,000 acres harvested in 1933, with an average
yield of 12.5 bushels per acre and a total production of 3,500,000 bushels. The
five-year average production has been 4,653,000 bushels. Of the total 1934
acreage, 48 per cent ,vas grown on dryland.

Oats-The 1934 production of oats was 2,280,000 bushels or an average of
23.5 bushels per acre on 97,000 acres. This compares with a production of
4,131,000 bushels in 1933 with an average yield of 25.5 bushels on 162,000
acres. The 1934 value ,vas $1,186,000 compared with $1,198,000 in 1933. The
five-year (1927-1931) average production has been 5,262,000 bushels·. About
36 per cent of the Colorado oats acreage ,vas non-irrigated in 1934.

Barley-Barley production in 1934 ,vas 3,024,000 bushels on 189,000 acres
or an average yield of 16 bushels per acre. In 1933, 6,8S0,000 bushels were
produced on 430,000 acres, again sho"ring a yield of 16 bushels per acre.

The five-year (1927-1931) average production has been 9,966,000 bushels.

The 1934 crop was valued at $2,117,000, compared with $2,133,000 the previ
ous year. About 52 per cent of the barley acreage 'was gTo\vn under irriga
tion in 1934.

Rye-Rye harvested for grain in 1934 totaled 32,000 acres with a yield of
5.5 bushels per acre and a production of 176,000 bushels. In 1933, 18,000 acres
produced 6.5 bushels per acre and a total production of 117,000 bushels. The
five-year (1927-1931) average production has been 546,000 bushels. The 1934
rye crop had a value of $141,000, compared with $57,000 in 1933..A.. considerable
acreage of rye is also used for hay and pasture.

Dry Beans-Colorado produced only 279,000 100-pound bags of dry beans
in 11)34, of which 272,000 bags 'were pintos, 3,000 bags Great Northerns and
4,000 bags other varieties. This compares \vith 1933 production of 1,204,000 bags
of dry beans, of ,vhich 1,178,000 bags ,vere Pintos, 12,000 bags Great Northerns
and 14,000 bags other varietie~.

The 1934 average yield ,vas 150 pounds per acre on 186,000 acres, com
pared with 330 pounds per acre on 365,000 acres in 1933. The 1934 value was
$1,507,000, compared with $3,492,000 in 1933. In 1934 there \vere 2,350 acres of
beans grown under contract for seed, compared "\\rith 2,200 a.cres in 1933 and
1,400 acres in 1932. The seed beans are gTO\Vll under irrigation largel~r in
vVeld and Mesa counties and in the Arkansas Valley from Pueblo to Rocky Ford.
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Potatoes-In 1934, 76,000 acres of potatoes with an average yield of 75
bushels per acre produced 5,700,000 bushels. This compares with 87,000 acres,
150 bushels per acre and 13,050,000 bushels produced in 1933. The five-year
(1927-1931) average production has been 15,150,000 bushels. Lack of irrigation
water, drouth, extreme heat and insect injury all contributed toward the very
low 1934 production.

The 1934 crop is valued at $3,306,000, compared with $7,960,000 in 1933.
Carlot shipments from the 1933 crop were 12,3'95 cars; shipments from the 1934
crop \vere 3,241 cars up to May 2, 1935. About 88 per cent of the Colorado
potato acreage was grown under irrigation in 1934.

Sorghums-About 102,000 acres of grain sorghums were harvested in 1934,
with an average yield of 3 bushels and a production of 306,000 bushels. This
compared with 284,000 acres in 1933, 7.5 bushels per acre and a production of
2,130,000 bushels. The five-year (1927-1931) average has been 2,301,000 bushels.

The 1934 value of grain sorghums was $318,000, compared with $724,000 in
1933.

It is estimated that 21,000 acres of the 1934 grain sorghum crop were har
vested for grain and 81,000 acres for forage. There were also 113,000 acres
of sweet sorghums harvested in 1934, compared with 210,000 acres in 1933.
Sweet sorghums are produced mostly for forage.

Broomcorn-In 1934, 52,000 acres produced 2,900 tons, compared with 55,000
acres and 4,400 tons produced in 1933. The five-year (1927-1931) average pro
duction has been 8,100 tons. The 1934 value was $513,000, compared with
$409,000 in 1933, so that a much smaller production in 1934 brought farmers an
income exceeding 1933 income by more than $100,000.

The Colorado broomcorn acreage is concentrated in the southeastern part
of the state, with Baca and Prowers counties producing nearly the entire crop.

M illet---.About 47,000 acres of millet were harvested in 1934, of which
12,000 acres were cut for seed, and the remainder cut for hay and pasture. In
1933, 183,000 acres were produced, of which about 38,000 acres were cut for
seed.

Field Peas-In 1934, 37,000 acres of field peas produced 278,000 bushels,
while in 1933 the 55,000 acres produced 605,000 bushels. Nearly the entire acre
age is grown in the San Luis Valley. A large part of the crop is grazed or
hogged off but some acreage is cut for hay and seed.

Seed Crops-Seed crops make up an important part of the agricultural
production in certain sections of Colorado. This is true becau,ge Colorado soil
and climate conditions are very favorable for the development of high quality
seed crops.

In 1934, 2,350 acres of seed beans were harvested, compared with 2,200
aores in 1933, 1,400 acres in 1932, 2,880 acres in 1931 and 11,000 acres in 193U.
Seed beans are produced largely in the Greeley and Pueblo, Rocky Ford districts
in Colorado. In 1934 about 2,620 acres of cucumbers were grown for seed,
largely in Otero and Pueblo counties, conlpared with 2,130 acres in 1933,
1,600 acres in 1932 and 2,200 acres in 1931. About 1,100 acres of cantaloupes
were harvested for seed in 1934, compared 'with 1,850 acres in 1933, 2,000 acres
in 1932, 1,800 acres in 1'931 and 2,400 acres in 1930. These acreages were pro
duced mostly in Otero county, with SOlne acreages in Fremont, Mesa, Delta,
Montrose and Pueblo counties. About 6,000 acres of alfalfa were harvested for
seed in 1934~, producing 12,000 bushels. This compares with 10,000 acres and
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25,000 bushels produced in 1933. In 1934, 2,000 acres of sweet clover produced
7,000 bushels, compared with 1933 acres of 3,500 and production of 12,200
bushels. About 500 acres of red clover were harvested for seed in 1934 with a
production of 1,200 bushels, against 1,400 acres harvested in 1933 with a pro
duction of 4,900 bushels.

J\'1ost of the red clover and alfalfa seed is prnduced in the Arkansas Valley,
with sonle alfalfa seed produced on the Western Slope, in Northern Colorado
and in a fe\\T eastern counties.

Truck Crops-Truck crops are produced in Colorado in sufficient volume
to be of ccnsiderable importance in this state. In 1934 it is estimated that 50,795
acres of commercial truck crops were h3.rvested, with a value of $4,142,240.
This compares with 54,465 acres harvested in 1933, ,vith a value of $4,809,590.

The Arkansas 'Valley leads in cantaloupe and onion production, with cauli
fio~ver, celery, cabbage, tomatoes, carrots and other vegetables of importance
in this section. The San Luis ,Talley pro-duces large quantities of pod peas,
lettuce, caulifio\ver and cabbage. The Western Slope area produces onions,
cantaloupes, tomatoes and other vegetables. Routt and Grand counties are im
portant in lettuce production, with a considerable acreage of spinach. Northern
Colorado and the Denver district produce a large acreage of onions, cantaloupes,
pod peas, snap beans, celery and other vegetables for market and canning.
Infornlation concerning acreage, production and farm value of each crop will
be found on pages 16 and 17.

FRUITS

Apples-Eighty-five per cent of the Colorado commercial apples are pro
duced in four counties-Delta, IVle~a, Fremont and Larimer. The other fifteen
per cent are produced 111ainly in five additional countie.s-l\'.1ontrose, Boulder,
Garfield, Jefferson and La Plata. Delta county leads in apple production, with

nlore than 50 per cent of the state's total. Production for the state in 1934
was 1,354,000 bushels, compared 'with 1,454,000 bushels produced in 1933.
Four hundred eighty-one cars of apples were shipped frOI11 the 1934 crop, com
pared \vith 683 cars shipped fronl the 19:33 crop.

Peaches-The 1934 peach crop ,vas the largest in the history of the state,
totaling 1,260,000 bushels, wllieh ,vas lllore than double the 1933 crop of 578,000
bushels and slightly above the previous record crop of 1932, when 1,201,000
bushels \vere produced. Peaches are produced alnl0st entirely on the Western
Slope, \vith 78 per cent of the crop grown in lVlesa county and 21 per cent
produced in the North Fork district of Delta county. Total shipments of peaches
in 1934 \vere 1,924 cars, cOlupared \\:ith 842 cars shipped in 1933. Express
and mixed cars, as well as trucks, also llloved a good proportion of the crop.

Pears-Pear production in 193,1 sho\ved a slight increase over 1933, totaling
307,000 bushels, conlpared 'with 271,000 bushels produced the year before. Ship
lnents frOlll the 1934 crop \vera 154 cars, cOl11pared '\-"ith only 79 cars in 1933
and the record total of 1,082 cars in 1929. The Mesa county area, with Clifton
as its center, produces 96 per cent of the Colorado pears, \vhile the remaining
4 per cent of the crop is grown in Delta county. The 1934 pear crop ,vas very
poor in quality. Pear production, as a ,,:hole, has proven unprofitable to the
gro'wers in this state over the past fe\v years and many producing orchards are
being pulled out.

Cherries-The nlajor porticn of the Colorado cherry production is of the
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sour varieties, which are produced for the most part in three Eastern Slope
counties-Larimer, Fremont and Jefferson. Delta and Mesa counties on the
Western Slope produce almost all the sweet cherries and 8 per cent of the
sour cherries.

The 1934 production was 5,920 tons, compared with the short 1933 crop of
1,976 tons. A large portion of the cherry production in Colorado is canned
by the several factories located in the state. Almost all of the remainder are
Bold locally and practically no cherries are shipped.

Grapes, Plums and Small Fruits,--Grape production in 1934 totalled 459
tons, compared with 400 produced in 1933. The 1930 federal census reports
168,000 vines of bearing age and 37,000 vines of non-bearing age. These arb
located mostly in Boulder, Delta, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose, Crowley, Fre
mont, Garfield, Jefferson and Otero counties. Plums and prunes are produced
mainly in D'elta, Garfield, Jefferson, Larimer, lVlesa, Montezuma and Montrose.
The 1930 federal census reports a total of 60,000 plum and prune trees of bear
ing age. Other small fruits produced in the state as reported to the census are:
658 acres of strawberries, 973 acres of raspberries and 296 acres of additional
kinds.

United States Crops-On pages 10 to 13 will be found tables showing the
acreage, production and value of the principal crops produced in the United
States.

Lives,tock-Information and tables concerning livestock will be found in
another section of this bulletin.

FEDERAL CROPS AND LIVESTOCK CONTROL PROGRAMS IN COLORADO

In May, 1933, the Agricultural Adjustment Act \vas passed by congress
and approved by the president. The purpose of the act is to establish such a
balance between production and consumption of agricultural products as will
restore the purchasing power of farnl products to the level that existed in the
base period of 1909 to 1914. Basic commodities specified in the Act, which were
to be included in crop and livestock control programs of production adjust
ment were wheat, cotton, corn, hogs, tobacco, rice and milk and its products.
Under this act, farmers have organized into co-operative associations for the
purpose of adjusting production of crops and livestock to eliminate burden
some surpluses and meet consumer demand.

This act has had a very significant influence on Colorado agriculture dur
ing the past two years. Farmers in this state have participated in control
programs of wheat, sugar beets, corn, and hogs, as' well as in the emergency
cattle and sheep buying programs.

In the wheat prograln 11,840 farmers have participated. They received
$2,142,000 in 1933, $2,242,000 in 1934 and will receive approxilnately $2,242,000
in 1935. In the corn-hog program, 13,396 farmers signed up in 1934 and received
benefit payments of $2,713,000. Approxinlately 14,780 corn-hog contracts will
be signed in 1935 with total payments estimated at $2,100,000.

In the sugar beet program, 11,625 farmers signed contracts to control sugar
beet production. B,enefit payments to these sugar beet growers are estinlated
at $3,107,000 for the 1934 crop.

Colorado farmers had received a total of $8,106,392 in benefit payments
up to May 1, 1935, for their participation in wheat, corn-hog and sugar beet
programs. The government cattle and sheep buying prograllls we,re started



STATE OF COLORADO 9

in the summer and fall of 1934, after the severe drouth made necessary heavy
eales of livestock. In the cattle program, 16,255 farmers sold 289,588 cattle
and calves and received a total payment of $4,147,941. In the sheep buying
program 1,205 farmers sold 207,196 head of sheep and received a total payment
of $414,392.

Two referendums have been held whereby farmers have been asked if they
wished to continue the government crop control programs. The referendum
on the corn-hog program was held in October, 1934. Three thousand four hun
dred and three contract signers in Colorado voted for an extension of the pro
gram in 1935 and 1,001 signers voted against the program. On the wheat
referendum, which was held in May, 1935, 6,446 contract signers voted for con
tinuance of the program, whereas 569 contract signers voted against continuing.
Farmers who had not participated in the past wheat program were also asked
whether they favored the program. One thousand seventy-three non-signers
voted in favor of continuance and 148 non-signers voted against continuance of
the wheat program. The Yotes on these referendums indicate that farmers in
Colorado are at present strongly in favor of the federal crop control programs.
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