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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR 1933

Value-Colorado farm crops produced in 1933 are valued at $65,393,000,
compared with $41,566,000 in 1932 and $59,823,330 in 1931, according to the
annual crop report of the Colorado Co-operative Crop and Livestock Reporting
Service. This valuation is placed. on the total production of all crops and based
upon annual prices secured by weighting monthly prices to growers by esti­
mates of monthly marketings.

Production-The 1933 yields in Colorado of corn, all hay, grain sorghums,
sugar beets, potatoes and dry beans were higher than in 1932 but lower for
practically all other crops. There was, however, a sharp general improvement
in prices over those received in 1932. The total acreage harvested in 1933 was
6.282,310 acres; this was 106.5 per cent of 1932 and 93.03 per cent of the acre­
age harvested in 1931. The acreages harvested of corn, spring wheat, oats,
sorghums, all hay, sugar beets, broom corn, dry beans and field peas were
larger than in 1932, with reductions in acreages of winter wheat, rye, barley,
potatoes, and truck crops. The important crops to show increa.sed prod.uction
over 1932 were corn, spring wheat, oats, grain and sweet sorghums, all hay,
sugar beets, dry beans and potatoes.

Review of the 1933 Crop Season-Winter wheat and rye were seeded in the
fall of 1932 under very dry soil conditions and as a result only a small part of
the total seeded acreage germinated before \vinter set in. The winter months
were unfavorable for fall-sown grains. Sno"rfall was light and high winds
prevailed. during February, March, and early April. The 1933 winter wheat
acreage harvested was the smallest since 1917 and abandonment of both winter
wheat and rye acreage was the heaviest on record. This made available a
large acreage for corn, sorghums, barley, dry beans and other crops. The
drouth which had prevailed in Colorado since May, 1931, wa.s definitely br'oken
the last two weeks of April and the first part of May, when above norma.l rain­
fall was received generally over the state. Planting of corn, dry beans, sor­
ghums and other ro\\' crops was d,elayed because of the heavy rains, and crop
gro\vth continued ten days to t\VO weeks late all summer. The months of
June and July ~ere hot a.nd dry, with high winds prevailing, Condition of
crops declined rapidly and abandonnlent of spring-sown grains "ras above aver­
age but only about one-half as heavy as in the previous year. Abandonment of
corn acreage in 1933 w'as 12 per cent, barley 43 per cent, oats 23 per cent, dry
beans 21 per cent, spring wheat 24 per cent, and potatoes 6 per cent. A severe
hail storm on July 16 destroyed. crops over a large area in Elbert and EI Paso
counties. I-Iot, dry weather continued the first half of August, but the last of
the month above-normal rainfall and moderate tenlperatures relieved the situ­
ation over the San Luis valley and all of eastern Colora.do except the extreme
southeastern area. Septenlber rainfall was above normal over the entire state
and was particularly beneficial to late-planted crops. Ranges made remarkable
recovery from the sUIDluer's drouth. Early fall weather "ras favorable for seed­
ing fall grains but \vith October and Novenlber extremely dry, winter \vheat
and rye made unsatisfactory fall gro"rth. Seeds in luany fields failed to germi­
nate before winter set in. The late, dry fall, however. favored the ll1aturity of
all lat.e-planted crops.

Fruit crops ,vere severely injured by 10"r February teluperature. Produc­
tion was not only reduced to the lowest in several years. but lnany trees \Vere
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either frozen back or completely killed. Irrigation water was more plentiful
than in the previous twlo years. Some shortage in late water developed. in aJI
areas, but particularly in the San Juan basin. The year closed with winter
wheat and rye suffering from lack of moisture, but with ample forage and grain
feeds on hand. to winter livestock in all areas of the state except extreme south­
eastern counties, where crop production in 1933 was- very poor because of con­
tinued drouth.

The estimated number of livestock in Colorado on January 1, 1934, com­
pared with January 1, 1933, showS an increase in the number of all cattle, milk
cows and heifers kept for milk, in cattle on feed, and a decrease in all lambs
and sheep, sheep and lambs on feed, hogs, horses and mules. Colorado live­
stock on January 1, 1934, was valued at $52,022,000, compared, w,ith $46,675,000
a year earlier and $60,459,000 on January 1, 1932. Livestock increased by 2
per cent in animal units but the greater increase in value was due to better
prices for all species except cattle.

Hay-Hay ranks first among Colorado crops in value. The 193:3 total value
was $12,695,000 compared with $13,602,000 in 1932. The 1933 tam,e hay crop was
appreciably above 1932 and 1931, but belo"w the five-year average production.
Yields were fairly satisfactory in Western Slope, San Luis Valley, northern
Colorado, and upper Arkansas Valley counties but were loy\' in eastern and
southeastern areas of the state. The 1933 tame hay crop, consisting princi­
pally of alfalfa, timothy, clover, and nlillet, was 1,993,000 tons produced on
1,334,000 acres, or an average of 1.49 tons per acre. In 1932, 1,830,Oon tons
were produced on 1,274,000 acres, or an average yield, of 1.44 tons per acre.
The five-year (1926-1930) average was 2,299,000 tons. Wild hay production in
19'33 was 410,000 tons on 373,000 acres, cODlpared with 329,000 tons on :36G,OOO
acres in 1932. The five-year average of wild hay production has been :381.000
tons.

Sugar Beets-Colorado continues to rank first among all states in sugar
beet production. The 1933 value was $13,140,000, compared 'with the 1932 value
of $8,270,000. The 1933 crop of 2,624,000 tons was produced on 209,000 acres;
in 1932, 1,777,000 tons were produced on 156,000 acres. The five-year (1924­
1928) average production has been 2,446,000 tons.

Corn---lThe 1933 corn acreage harvested wa.s the largest on record.. The in·
crease was due largely to the considerable area of abandoned winter wheat land
planted to corn. There was also a shortage of corn carried over from the previous
year's crop, w~bich encouraged an expansion of corn acreage. Production in
1933 was 22,044,000 bushels on 2,004,000 acres with an average yield of 11 bush­
els per acre, compared with 14,318,000 bushels produced on 1,909,000 acres in
1932, or an average yield of 7.5 bushels per acre. The five-year (1924-1928)
average production has been 17,658,000 bushels. The' 1933 value wa.s $8,156,280,
compared with $3,742,000 for 1932. Of the total acres harvested in 1933, it is
estimated that 1,617,000 acres were harvested for grain, 333,000 acres grazed or
hogged off, and 54,000 acres cut for silage. The yield, of corn for silage "was
5.29 tons per acre. About'9 per cent of the Colorado corn acreage is under
irrigation.

Wheat-The 19,33 wheat crop w'as valued at $3,714,000 conlpared with
$2,499,000 in 1932.

Winter Wheat-Winter wheat suffered the heaviest a.bandonment on record
because of extrenle lack of soil moisture at seeding tiIne and the subsequent
unfavorable growing conditions. VVlith 70 per cent of the planted acreage aban·
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doned, only 268,000 acres were harvested, the smallest acreage since 1917. The
1933 production was 2,412,000 bushels, or aI;l average of 9 bushels per acre. In
1932, 4,626,000 bushels were prod.uced on 487,000 acres, or an average yield of
9.5 bushels per acre. The five-year (1924-1928) average production has been
15,123,000 bushels. About 92 per cent of the winter wheat harvested for 1933
was grown without irrigation. In the fall of 1933, 938,000 acres of winter wheat
were sown in Colorado, an increase of 5 per cent over the previous fall. About
50 per cent of the early seeding was completed under favorable seed bed con­
ditions, but later, due to dry weather, seed beds were not in favorable condi­
tion for germination or early growth. The first general moisture came during
the first week in December but too late to help growth of later-planted wheat.
The winter was mild, warm and. dry. No more general moisture was received
until the last "reek in February, and due to the open, mild ,veather which fol­
Jawed wheat grew rapidly. Prospects were excellent for wheat in all areas, but
warm weather continued during March and April with no rainfall. During
April and May, hot, drying winds took away practically all surface moisture.
There has been an accumulated deficiency in sub-soil moisture since 1931 and
because of unfavorable soil moisture condition all dry land. wheat deteriorated
rapidly. On June 1, 1934, a large acreage of dry land winter wheat in the great
plains counties had been abandoned. Winter "rheat condition on May 1, 1934,
was 73 per cent of normal, compared with 72 per cent on ~t\.pril 1., 40 per cent
on May 1, 1933, and 81 per cent, the ten-year (1921-1930) average for May 1.
But during Nlay the condition declined 33 points because of drouth and d.rying
hot ,vinds.

Spring Wheat-In 1933, 280,000 acres of spring wheat were harvested, with
an average yield of 12.5 bushels per acre, and a total production of 3,500,000
bushels, compared with 193,000 acres harvested in 1932, ,vith an average yield
of 13 bushels per acre, and a total production of 2,509,000 bushels. The five­
year average production has been 4,623,000 bushels. Of the total acreage, 61
per cent was grown on non-irrigated. land.

Oats-The 1933 oat crop was valued at $1,157,000, compared with $744,000
in 1932. The 1933 production was 4,131,000 bushels. or an average of 25.5 bush­
els per acre on 162,000 acres, compared with 3,736,000 bushels produced in 1932
with an average yield of 26.5 bushels on 141,000 acres. The five-year (1924­
1928) average was 5,506,000 bushels. About 50 per cent of the Colorado oats
acreage is non-irrigated.

Barley-Barley production in 1933 was 6,880,000 bushels on 430,000 acres,
or an average yield of 16 bushels per acre. This compared with 7,244,000
bushels produced in 1932 on 439,000 acres, or an average of 16.5 bushels per
acre. The five-year (1924-1928) average production has been 7,107,000 bushels.
The 1933 value was $1,995,200, compared with $1,361,000 the previous year.
About 34 per cent of the barley acreage is grown under irrigation.

Rye-Rye harvested. in 1933 totaled 18,000 acres, 'with a yield of 6.5 bushels
per acre, and a production of 117,000 bushels. In 1932, 25,000 acres produced 6
bushels per acre, and a total production of 150,000 bushels. The five-year
(1924-1928) average production has been 675,000 bushels. The 1933 rye crop
had a value of $56,000, conlpared "\vith $34,000 in 1932. .A. considerable acreage
of rye is also used for hay and pasture.

Dry Beans-Colorado produced 1,138.000 10o-pound bags of dry beans in
1933, of which 1,112,000 bags ,vere Pintos, 11,000 bags were garden varieties,
and. 15,000 bags Great Northerns, compared with 438,000 bags produced in 1932.
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of which 425,000 bags were Pintos, 8,000 bags '''ere garden varieties, and 5,000
bags Great Northerns.

The 1933 average yield was 330 pounds per acre on 345,000 acres, compared
with 198 pounds per acre on 221,000 acres in 1932. The 1933 value was
$3,243,000, compared with $704,000 in 1932. In 1933 there were 2,200 acres at

beans grown under contract for seed, compared with 1,400 acres, in 1932. The
seed beans\ are groWill under irrigation, largely in Weld county and in the
Arkansas valley from Pueblo to Rocky Ford. The shipments of beans from the
1932 crop were 835 cars and from the 1933 crop up to May 1 'vere 1,764 cars.

Potatoes~In 1933, 87,000 acres of potatoes with an average yield of 15U

bushels per acre prod.uced 13,050,000 bushels. This compared ,vith 100,000
acres, 110 bushels per acre, and 11,000,000 bushels produced in 1932. The five­
year (1924-1928) average production has been 13,511,000 bushels. Yields were
very much better in all areas in 1933 than in 1932, except in southwestern
counties, where there was a shortage of early moisture.

The value of the 1933 potato crop was $8,352,000, compared with $2,860,(11)0
in 1932. Carlot shipments from the 1932 crop were 7,266 cars, while shipments
from the 1933 crop were 12,100 cars up to June 1, 1934. About 84 per cent of
the potato crop is irrigated.

Sorghums-About 284,000 acres of grain sorghun1s ,vere harvested in 1933,
with an average yield of 7.5 bushels per acre and a total production of 2,130,000
bushels. This, compares with 206,000 acres in 1932, 6 bushels per acre. and a
production of 1,236,000 bushels. The five-year (1924-1928) average has been
2,235,000 bushels. The 1933 value of grain sorghun1s was $746,000, con1pared
with $198,000 in 1932. It is estimated that 63,000 acres of the 1933 grain sor·
ghum crop were harvested for grain and 221,000 acres for forage. In addition
to the grain sorghums, there were 210,000' acres of sweet sorghums harvested
in 1933 and 142,000 acres harvested in 1932, \vhich crop was produced mostly
for forage.

Broomcorn-In 1933, 55,000 acres produced 4,400 tons, compared with 51,000
acres and 5,600 tons produced in 1'932. The five-year (1924-1928) average pro­
duction has been 4,600 tons. The 1933 value of $418,000 compared with $244,000
in 1932. The Colorado broomcorn acreage is concentrated in the southeastern
part of the state, with Baca and, Prowers counties producing nearly the entire
crop. Severe drouth over southeastern Colorado the last two seasons has re­
sulted in very low broomcorn production.

Millet-About 145,000 acres of millet were harvested in 1933, of which
24,000 were cut for seed and the ren1ainder cut for hay or used for pasture. In
19:32, 122,000 acres were produced, of which 19,000 a~res \vere cut for seed.

Field Peas-In 1933, 55,000 acres of field peas produced 605,000 bushels,
while in 1932 the 54,000 acres produced 648,000 bushels. Nearly the entire
acreage is grown in the San Luis valley. A large part of the crop is grazed or
hogged off but some acreage is cut for hay and seed.

Seed Crops-Colorado soil and clilnatic conditions are very favorable for
the development of high quality seed crops, and their production nlakes up an
important part of the agriculture in certain sections of the state. In 1933, 2,200
acres of seed beans were harvested, cOlllpared with 1,400 acre's in 1932, 2,880
acres in 1931, 11,000 acres in 1930', and 9,000 acres in 1929. Seed. beans are
,produced largely in the Greeley and Pueblo-Rocky Ford districts in Colorado.
In 1933 about 2,130 acres of cucumbers \V'ere grown for seed, largely in Otero
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and Pueblo counties, compared with 1,600 acres in 1932, 2,200 acres in 1931 and
4,400 acres in 1930. About 1,850 acres of cantaloupes were harvested for seed
in 1933, compared with 2,000 acres in 1932, 1,800 acres in 1931 ann 2,400 acres
in 1930. These were produced mostly in Otero county, with some acreages in
Fremont, Mesa, Delta, Montrose, and. Pueblo counties. About 10,000 acres of
alfalfa were harvested for seed in 1933, producing 25,000 bushels. In 1932
about the same acreage and production obtained. In 1933 and 1932, 3,500 acres
of sweet clover produced 12,200 ana 15,800 bushels, respectively. About 1,400
acres of red clover were harvested for seed in 1933, with a production of 4,900
bushels, against 2,000 acres harvested in 1932 and 1931 with a production of
6,000 and. 9,000 bushels, respectively. Most of the red clover and alfalfa seed
is produced in the Arkansas valley, with some alfalfa seed produced on the
Western Slope, in northern C'olorado, and in a few eastern counties.

Truck Crops-The production of commercial truck crops is an important
part of Colorado agriculture. In 1933 it is estimated that 54,365 acres of com­
mercial truck crops were harvested, with a value of $4,766,940. This compares'
with 64,340 acres harvested and value of $3,366,000 in 1932. The Arkansas
valley leads in cantaloupe and onion production, with cauliflo\\Ter, celery, cab­
bage, tomatoes, carrots and other vegetables of importance. The San Luis
valley prod.uces large quantities of pod peas, lettuce, cauliflower, and cabbage.
The Western Slope area produces onions, cantaloupes, tomatoes, and other
vegetables. Routt and Grand counties are important in lettuce production,
with a considerable acreage of spinach. Northern Colorado and the Denver
district produce a large acreage of onions, cantaloupes, pod peas, snap beans,
celery and other vegetables for market and canning. Information concerning
acreage, production, and farm value of each crop will be found on pages 14 and
15.

FRUITS

Apples-The 1933 apple crop was 1,454,000 bushels, compared. with 2,139,000
bushels produced in 1932. Shipments from the 1933 crop were 683 cars, com­
pared \vith 1,365 shipped from the 1932 crop. Delta county is the leading apple
producing county, with production also important in Mesa, Montrose, Garfield,
Fremont, Jefferson, Larimer, and Boulder counties.

Peaches-The 1'933 peach crop ,vas 578,000 bushels, which was 48.1 per cent
of the 1932 crop. The 1,201,000 bushels produced in 1932 was the largest crop
ever produced. The Palisades dist.rict of Mesa county produces nearly 80 per
cent of the Colorad.o peaches, with the North Fork section of Delta county of
considerable commercial importance. In 1933, 842 cars \vere shipped, cOlupared
with 1,743 cars in 1932. In ad"dition to shipnlents in straight cars, there \\Tas a
heavy movement of peaches by truck, express and mixed cars.

Pears-The 1933 pear production alllounted to 271.000 bushels, conlpared
with 377,000 bushels in 1932. Pears are produced largely in the Clifton district
of Mesa county, with some production in Delta county. Only 79 cars of pears
were shipped from the 1933 crop and 125 cars frolll the 1932 crop because of
low' production, poor quality, and. unfavorable prices. The record shipment
occurred in 1929, when 1,082 cars were shipped.

Cherries-The 1933 cherry production v{as 1,976 tons, compared with 3,825
tons produced in 1932. Cherries are produced principally in Larimer, Fremont,
Jefferson, Boulder, and Mesa counties. Sweet cherries are grown in Delta,
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Mesa, and Jefferson counties. A large part of the cherry production in Colo­
rado is used for canning purposes.

Grapes, Plums and Small Fruits--Grapes are produced, largely in B,oulder,
Crowley, Delta, Fremont, Garfield, Jefferson, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose and
Otero counties. The estimated production is 400 tons in 1933 against 462 tons
in 1932. The 1930 federal census also reports 60,000 plum, and prune trees of
bearing age. The counties of major importance are Delta, Garfield, Jefferson,
Larimer, Mesa, Montezuma and Montrose. The census also shows 658 acres of
strawberries, 973 acres of raspberries and 296 acres of other small fruits. The
federal census for 1920 reported 653 acres of strawberries, 600 acres of rasp­
berries, and 545 acres of small fruits,.

Un itedl States Crops-On pages 9, 10, and 11 will be found tables s'howing
the acreage, prod.uction and value of the principal crops produced in the United
States.

Livestock-Information and tables covering livestock will be found in
another section of this bulletin.
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UMMARY OF THE ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE OF PRINCIPAL CROPS IN THE UNITED
STATES, 1933, 1932, 1931? 1930 AND 1929, AND COLORADO'S PROPORTION OF TOTALS

Crop and
Year

Acreage I Production I Unit
I

Price
Per

Unit
I

Value

Colorado's Per Cent
of U. S. To6is

Acre-/ Pre;>- IValue
age ductIon

orn: I
1933------------
1932------------

i~~~============1
:t:2~~~:~~~~-----I
19:33 _
H13L _
193L _
IvJO - -------
192£1 _

102,239,000
108,668,000
105,948,000
100,793,000

97,806,000

36,541,000
41,425,000
40,084,000
39,597,000
38,148,000

2,330,237,000
2,906,873,000
2,588,509,000
2,059,641,000
2,535,386,000

722,485,000
1,246,658,000
1,126,913,000
1,276,035,000
1,118,414,0·00

Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

.39 S 917,605,000

.19 I 558,902,000
.36 I 929,147,000
.594 1,223,427,000
.798 2,023,238,000

.30 219,520,000

.13 167,333,000

.23 259,553,000
322 I 410,883,000

:419 I 468,615,000

1.96
1.76
1.73
1.82
1.57

.44

.34

.35

.49

.53

.95

.49
.67

1.92
.88

.57

.30

.30
1.47

.53

.82

.56
.75

1.55
.78

.63

.47

.39

.51

.59

arley:
1933- _
1932 _
193L _
1930 _
1£129 _

II Wheat:
1933 _
1932- _
193L _
1930 _
1929 _

ve:
1933- _
1932 _
193L _
1930 _
1929 _

10,052,000
13,346,000
11,424,000
12,666,000
13,523,000

47,493,000
57,204,000
57,103,000
61,140,000
62,271,000

2,352,000
3,344,000
3,104,000
3,543,000
3,054,000

156,104,000
302,042,000
198,543,000
303,752,000
280,242,000

527,413,000
744,076,000
932,221,000
857,427,000
812,573,000

21,184,000
40,639,000
32,290,000
45,481,000
34,950,000

Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

.41
.20
.35
.404
.539

.678

.320

.443

.671
1.035

.55

.22

.39

.442

.858

63,486,000
60,689,000
70,034,000

122,716,000
151,050,000

357,525,000
238,305,000
413,075,000
575,334,000
841,013,000

11,737,000
9.073,000

12,524,000
20.103.000
29,987,000

4.28
3.29
4.13
4.66
4.50

1.15
1.19
2.43
2.54
2.46

.77

.75
1.71
2.09
2.10

4.41
2.38
3.68
3.98
3.91

1.12
.96

1.78
2.52
2.21

.55

.37
1.15
1.38
1.46

3.03
2.39
3.24
3.94
3.98

.97

.92
1.76
2.32
2.05

.47

.35

.92
1.25
1.25

ry Beans:
H13L _
1932 _
193L _
19:30 _
1929 _

1,671,000
1,408,000
1,913,000
2,110,000
1,836,000

12,280,000 100-lb. bags
10,440,000 100-lb. bags
12,843.00"0 100-lb. bags
13,900,000 100-lb. bags
12,240,00Q 100-lb. bags

2.71
1.63
2.45
4.21
6.77

33,226,000
17,039,000
31,489,000
58,519,000
82,865,000

20.65
15.70
18.35
21.33
20.26

9.27
4.20
7.05

19.42
10.94

9.08
3.86
5.18

12.92
7.92

cltatoes (\Vhite) :
193:3

mt~~~~~~~~~~~
19ar Beets:
1n:L _
19:32

lm=~~~~~~~~~~~
rain Sorgh1l1llS :

19~~3

iim~~~~~~~~~~~
veet Sorghums
iforage and hay) :

I!lm~~~~~~ ~~~~

3,184,000
3,381,000
3,366,0'00
3,038,000
2,978,000

984,000
764,000
713,000
775,000
687,000

8,143,000
7,864,000
7,166,0'00
6,586,000
6,131,000

3,363,000
2,633.000
2,333,000
1,818,000
1,850,000

317,143,000
358,009,000
372,994,000
333,936,000
329,134,000

11,085,00"0
9,070,000
7,903,000
9,199,000
7,3IG,OOO

87,884,000
106,306,000
105.369,0'00

64,416,000
81.041,000

4,800,0'00
3,845,000
3,553,000
2,698,000
3,253,000

Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

Ton
Ton
Ton
Ton
Ton

Bu.
Bu:
Bu.
Bu.
Bu.

Ton
Ton
Ton
Ton
Ton

.70

.35

.43

.91
1.32

5.32
5.26
5.94
7.14
7.082

Al
.19
.30
.562
.668

5.16
4.05
5.71
9.01
8.92

222,667,000
126,264,000
160,492,000
303,882.000
434,457,000

58,988,000
47,705,000
46,948,000
65.681,000
51,805,000

35,802,000
20,473.0DO
31,601,000
36,202,000
54.135,000

24,764,000
15.574,000
20,283,000
24,309,000
29.010,000

2.73
2.96
3.00
3.03
3.02

21.24
20.42
31.42
31.23
30.57

3.49
2.62
2.67
2.73
2.85

6.24
5.39
5.06
5.67
5.68

4.11
3.07
2.57
5.23
4.46

23.71
19.59
32.04
36.00
35.71

2.42
1.16
1.99
3.63
2.27

6.12
2.96
3.49
6.79
5.81

2.81
2.09
1.79
3.97
3.85

22.28
17.21
29.36
34.84
34.94

2.08
.97

1.53
2.59
1.97

4.87
3.48
2.93
4.28
5.21

=::::::::.:::-====================================================================================-
Note-Figures revised by United States Departnlent of Agriculture.
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