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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR 1932

Varue-Colorado farm crops produced in 1932 are valued at $39,719,000,
compared with $59,823,000 in 1931, and $124,442,000 in 1930, according to the
annual crop report of the Colorado Co-operative Crop and Livestock Reporting
Service. This valuation is placed on the total production of all crops and based
upon annual prices secured by weighting monthly prices to growers by esti
mates of monthly marketings.

Production-Yields in 1932 in Colorado were uniformly lower than in 1931,
and this together with the general decline in prices resulted in the very low
valuation of 1932 crops. The total acreage harvested in 1932 was 5,898,840
acres, or 87.5 per cent of 1931 and 81.7 per cent of the peak acreage harvested
in 1930. The acreages of corn, spring wheat, sorghums, broomcorn and hay
crops were larger than last year, with a reduction in the acreages of winter
wheat, oats, barley, rye, dry beans, potatoes and sugar beets. Crop production
in 1932 was 78 per cent of the short 1931 production and only 46 per cent Qf
~.930. Of the important crops only spring wheat, tame hay, wild hay, apples
and peaches show a larger production than the previous year. Truck crop
yields were generally higher than in 1931.

Weather Conditions-During the 1932 crop season, weather and irrigation
water conditions were comparatively favorable over the western half of Colo
rado and nearly all crops in that area made average or above average yields.
Yields in eastern Colorado the past two seasons have been very low and in
direct contrast with 1930, when crop production was the largest on record.
During the year 1930 Colorado had unusually abundant rainfall and all previous
rainfall records were broken for the months of July and August combined. The
drouth which started early in 1931 continued during the entire 1932 season. In
addition there was an extreme deficiency of irrigation water east of the moun
tains for the second successive year. This general moisture shortage, together
with high temperatures at critical periods of plant growth, resulted in the
abandonment after July 1 of about 26 per cent of the planted acreage and
reduced the yield per acre of all crops to the lowest on record. Abandonment
of corn was 28 per cent, barley 40 per cent, oats 34 per cent, dry beans 39 per
cent, spring wheat 32 per cent, and potatoes 17 per cent.

Review of 1932 Crop Season-Winter wheat and rye were seeded in the fall
of 1931 on loose, dry and poorly prepared seed beds. Germination was slow and
these crops went into the winter in relatively poor condition. Precipitation
during the winter and spring months was below normal and by May 1 it was
apparent that abandonment of winter wheat and rye would be unusually heavy.
This liberated a large acreage to be planted to corn, grain sorghums, millet,
spring wheat, barley and other crops. The drouth continued over the entire
plains area of eastern Colorado until the close of the year. Unusually high
temperatures and extreme shortage of irrigation water also prevailed east of
the Continental Divide. The condition of all crops declined rapidly. Abandon
ment of crop acreage was heavy and the final harvest returns were the lowest
in the history of Colorado agriculture. The fall weather conditions were favor
able for maturing and harvesting of late crops. The drouth was unusually
severe in the central counties of eastern Colorado. In SOUle areas crops were
nearly a complete failure. Range feed is very short and supplies of hay and
feed grains carried over from the previous year are nearly depleted. Farmers
are being obliged to practice strict economy in feeding their livestock. Some
feed has been shipped into the deficit counties and in a number of cases live
stock has been moved to nearby areas where feed is more plentiful.

. The estimated number of livestock in-Colorado on January 1, 1933, compared
WIth January 1, 1932, shows an increase in the number of milk cows and heifers
kept for milk, no change in all cattle and calves and a decrease in the number
of beef cattle, all sheep and lambs, sheep and lambs on feed, horses and mules.
Colorado livestock on January 1, 1933, were valued at $46 116 000 compared
with $60,242,000 on January 1, 1932, and $97,815,000 on' Ja~ua~y 1, 1931.
Although there was only a 4 per cent reduction in the total number of livestock
units during 1932, a much greater drop in prices has caused a drastic reduction
In value of livestock on hand on January 1, 1933.
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Hay-Hay ranks first among Colorado crops in value. The 1932 total vcdue
was $13,602,000, compared with $15,104,000 in 1931. The 1932 tame hay crcp
was appreciably above 193~, but below the five-year average production. Yields
were fairly satisfactory in the western half of Colorado but were sharply reo
duced by shortage of irrigation water in northern Colorado and the Arkansas
Valley. The 1932 tame hay crop, consisting principally of alfalfa, timothy
clover and millet, was 1,830,000 tons produced on 1,274,000 acres, or an averag~
yield of 1.44 tons per acre. In 1931, 1,647,000 tons were produced on 1,258,000
acres, or an average yield of 1.31 tons per acre. The five-year (1924-1828)
average has been 2,264,000 tons. Wild hay production in 1932 was 329,000 tons
on 366,000 acres, compared with 290,000 tons produced on 362,000 acres in 1931.
The five-year average wild hay production has been 381,000 tons.

Sugar Beets----Colorado continues to rank first among all states in sugar
beet production, although the 1932 crop was the smallest since 1925 as a result
of reduced acreage planted and shortage of irrigation water. The 1932 value
was $7;966,000, compared with the 1931 value of $13,774,000. The 1932 crop of
1,790,000 tons was produced on 159,000 acres; in 1931, 2,532,000 tons were pro
duced on 224,000 acres. The five-year (1924-1928) average production has been
2)446,000 tons.

Corn-The 1932 corn acreage was the largest in Colorado history. The
increase was due to considerable extent to the large area of abandoned winter
wheat land planted to corn. Production in 1932 was 13,363,000 bushels on
1,909,000 acres, or an average yield of 7 bushels per acre, compared with
17,442,000 bushels produced on 1,836,000 acres in 1931, or an average yield of
9.5 bushels per acre. The five-year (1924-1928) average production has been
17,658,000 bushels. The 1932 value was $2,940,000, compared with $6,279,000 for
1931. Of the total acres harvested in 1932, it is estimated that 1,373,000 acres
were harvested for grain, 476,000 acres grazed or hogged off, and 60,000 acres
cut for silage. The yield of corn for silage was 3.0 tons per acre. About 8
per cent of the Colorado corn acreage is under irrigation.

Wheat-The 1932 wheat crop was valued at $2,257,000, compared with
$5,509,000 in 1931.

Winter Wheat-Winter wheat suffered a heavy loss of acreage from
lack of moisture at seeding time and subsequent unfavorable growing condi
tion. Sixty per cent of the 1,218,000 acres sown in the fall of 1931 was aban
doned, leaving only 487,000 acres harvested in 1932. This 'was the smallest
acreage since 1917. The 1932 production was 4,383,000 bushels or an average
yield of 9 bushels per acre. In 1931, 14,616,000 bushels were produced on
1,218,000 acres, or an average yield of 12 bushels per acre. The five-year (1924
1928) average production has been 15,123,000 bushels. About 96 per cent of the
winter wheat harvested for 1932 was grown without irrigation. In the fall of
1932, 877,000 acres of winter wheat were sown in Colorado, or a reduction of 28
per cent from the previous fall. Seeding was completed late last fall and under
extremely unfavorable conditions. Soil moisture was hardly sufflcient to start
germination and a considerable acreage made no growth before winter set in.
There was a deficiency of winter moisture, and high winds during early spring
months caused considerable drifting of soil. By May 1, 1933, it is estimated
70 per cent of the planted area, or 614,000 acres, had been abandoned, leaving
263,000 acres for harvest. This is the heaviest abandonment of winter wheat
acreage on record. Winter wheat condition on May 1, 1933, was 40 per cent of
normal, the lowest on record for that date, and compared with 34 per cent on
April 1, 58 per cent on May 1, 1932, and 81 per cent, the ten-year (1921-1930)
average for May 1.

Spring Wheat-In 1932, 193,000 acres of spring wheat were harvested, with
an average yield of 12 bushels per acre and a total production of 2,316,000
bushels, compared with 168,000 acres harvested in 1931, with an average yield
of 12.0 bushels per acre, and a total production of 2,016,000 bushels. Of the
total acreage, 62 per cent was grown on dry land. The five-year average has
been 4,623,000 bushels.

Oats-The 1'932 oats crop was valued at $711,000, compared with $920,000
in 1931. The 1932 production was 3,384,000 bushels, or an average of 24 bushels
per acre on 141,000 acres, compared with 3,408,000 bushels produced in 1931,
with an average yield of 24 bushels on 142,000 acres. The five-year (1924-1928)
average was 5,506,000 bushels. About 53 per cent of the Colorado oats acreage
is non-irrigated.



STATE OF COLORADO 5

Barley-Barley production in 1932 was 6,804,000 bushels on 439,000 acres,
or an average of 15.5 bushels per·acre. This compared with 7,316,000 bushels
produced in 1931 on 472,000 acres, or an average of 15.5 bushels per acre. The
five-year (1924·1928) average production has been 7,107,000 bushels. The 1932
value was $1,293,000, compared with $1,975,000 the preceding year. About 33
per cent of the barley acreage is grown under irrigation.

Rye-Rye harvested in 1932 totaled 25,000 acres, with a yield of 6 bushels
per acre, or a production of 150,000 bushels. In 1931, 53,000 acres produced 7
bushels per acre and a total production of 371,000 bushels. The five-year
(1924-1928) average production has been 675,000 bushels. The 1932 rye crop
had a value of $36,000, compared with $85,000 in 1931. A considerable acreage
of rye is also used for hay and pasture.

Dry Beans-Colorado produced 320,000 100-pound bags of dry beans in 1932
of which 301,000 bags were Pintos, 12,000 bags garden varieties, 4,000 bags
Great Northerns, and 3,000 bags of other varieties, compared with 838,000 bags
produced in 1931, of which 789,000 bags were Pintos, 21,000 bags garden varie
ties, 17,000 bags Great N ortherns, and 11,000 bags of other varieties.

The 1932 average yield was 180 pounds per acre on 178,000 acres, compared
with 245 pounds per acre on 342,000 acres in 1931. The 1932 value was $512,000,
compared with $1,173,000 in 1931. In 1932 there were 1,420 acres of beans
grown under contract for seed, compared with 2~880 acres in 1931 and 11,000
acres in 1930. The seed beans are grown under irrigation largely in Weld and
Mesa counties and in the Arkansas Valley from Pueblo to Rocky Ford. The
shipments of beans from the 1931 c-rop were 1.881 cars. The shipment from
the 1932 crop up to March 31, 1933, was 777 cars.

Potatoes-In 1932, 100,000 acres of potatoes with an average yield of 110
bushels per acre produced 11,000,000 bushels. This compares with 101,000 acres,
95 bushels per acre and 9,595,000 bushels produced in 1931. The flve-year
(1924-1928) average production has been 13,511,000 bushels. Yields were very
low in northern Colorado as a result of hot, dry weather and a shortage of
irrigation water. The San Luis Valley production was reduced by high tem
peratures and outbreaks of psyllid potato blight. The dry land potato crop of
eastern Colorado was nearly a complete failure because of the extreme drouth.
The value of the 1932 potato crop was $2,750,000, compared with $3,166,000 in
1931. Carlot shipments from the 1931 crop were 7,529 cars; shipments from
the 1932 crop were 7,269 cars up to June 1, 1933. About 82 per cent of the
potato crop is irrigated.

Sorghums-About 206,000 acres of grain sorghums were harvested in 1932,
with an average yield of 6 bushels and a production of 1,236,000 bushels. This
compares with 191,000 acres in 1931, 11 bushels per acre, and a production of
2,101,000 bushels. The five-year average (1924-1928) has been 2~235,000 bushels.
The 1932 value of grain sorghums was $198,000, compared with $420,000 in 1931.
It is estimated that 64,000 acres of the 1932 grain sorghum crop were harvsted
for grain and 142,000 for forage. In addition to the grain sorghums there were
142,000 acres of sweet sorghums harvested in 1932 and 118,000 acres harvested
in 1931 which were produced mostly for forage.

Broomcorn-In 1932, 46,000 acres produced 4,600 tons, compared with 45,000
acres and 5,600 tons produced in 1931. The five-year average (1924-1928) pro
duction has been 4,600 tons. The 1932 value was $156,000, compared with
$202,000 in 1931. The Colorado broomcorn acreage is concentrated in the south
eastern part of the state, with Baca and Prowers counties producing nearly the
entire crop.

Millet-About 122,000 acres of millet were harvested in 1932, of which
19,000 acres were cut for seed, and the remainder cut for hay and pasture. In
1931, 100,000 acres were produced, of which about 18,000 acres were cut for
seed.

Field Peas-In 1932, 54,000 acres of field peas produced 648,000 bushels.
while in 1931 the 49,000 acres produced 441,000 bushels. Nearly the entire
acreage is grown in the San Luis Valley.. A la.rge part of the crop is grazed or
hogged off and some acreage cut for hay and seed.

Seed Crops-e-Colorado soil and climatic conditions are very favorable for
!he development of high quality seed crops and their production makes up an
lnlportant part of agriculture in certain sections of the state. In 1932, 1,420
acres of seed beans were harvested, compared with 2,880 acres in 1931, 11,000
acres in 1930 and 9.000 acres in 1929. Seed beans are produced largely in the
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Greeley and Pueblo-Rocky Ford districts of Colorado. In 1932, about 1,600 acres
of cucumbers were produced for seed, largely in Otero and Pueblo counties
compared with 2,200 acres in 1931 and 4,400 acres in 1930. About 2,000 acres of
cantaloupes were harvested for seed in 1932, compared with 1,800 acres in 1931
and 2,400 acres in 1930. These are produced mostly in Otero county, with some
acreage in Pueblo, Fremont and Crowley counties. About 10,000 acres of alfalfa
were harvested for seed in 1932, with a production of 25,000 bushels. In 1931
9,700 acres produced 29,000 bushels. In 1932, 3,500 acres of sweet clover pro~
duced 15,800 bushels, while in 1931 the same acreage produced 17,500 bushels.
About 2,000 acres of red clover were harvested for seed in 1932, with a produc
tion of 6,000 bushels. 'I'his compared with the same acreage in 1931, with a
production of 9,000 bushels. Most of the red clover and alfalfa seed are pro
duced in the Arkansas Valley, with some alfalfa seed produced on the Western
Slope, northern Colorado and a few eastern counties.

Truck Crops-The production of commercial truck crops is an important
part of Colorado agriculture. In 1932 it is estimated that 64,340 acres of com
mercial truck crops 'were harvested, with a value of $3,366,000. This compares
with 59,520 acres harvested and value of $6,354,000 in 1931. The Arkansas
Valley leads in cantaloupe and onion production, with cauliflower, celery, cab
bage, tomatoes, carrots and other vegetables of importance. The San Luis
Valley produces large quantities of pod peas, lettuce and cauliflower. The
Western Slope area produces onions, cantaloupes, tomatoes and other vege
tables. Routt and Grand counties are important in lettuce production. North
ern Colorado and the Denver district produce a large acreage of onions, canta
loupes, pod peas, snap beans, celery and other vegetables for market and can
ning. Information concerning acreage, production and value of each crop will
be found on pages 12 and 13.

FRUITS
Apples-The 1932 apple crop was 2,294,000 bushels, compared with 2,000,000

bushels produced in 1931. Shipments from the 1932 crop were 1,361 cars, com
pared with 1,0'93 cars shipped from the 1931 crop. Delta county produced about
two-thirds of the state's apple crop, with production also important in Mesa,
Montrose, Garfield, Fremont, Jefferson, Larimer and Boulder counties.

Peaches-The 1932 peach crop was the largest ever produced and is esti
mated at 1,142,000 bushels, compared with 1,130,000 bushels produced in 1931.
The Palisade district of Mesa county produces nearly 80 per cent of the Colo
rado peaches, with the North Fork section of Delta county of considerable com
mercial importance. In 1932, 1,741 cars of peaches 'were shipped, compared
with 1,507 cars in 1931. In addition to shipments in straight cars, the move
ment of peaches by truck, express and mixed cars was heavy in 1932, but less
than the previous season.

Pears-The 1932 pear production amounted to 429,000 bushels, compared
with 525,000 bushels produced in 1931. Pears are produced largely in the Clif
ton district of Mesa county, with some production in Delta county. Only 119
cars of pears were shipped from the 1932 crop because of poor quality and
unfavorable prices. In 1931, 397 cars were shipped; the record shipment was
in 192-9, when 1,082 cars were shipped.

Cherries-The 1932 cherry production was 3,825 tons, compared with 2,500
tons produced in 1931. Cherries are produced principally in Larimer, Fremont,
Jefferson, Boulder and Mesa counties. Sweet cherries are grown in Delta,
Mesa, and Jefferson counties. A large part of the cherry production in Colo
rado is used for canning purposes.

Grapes, Plums and Small Fruits-The 1930 federal census reported 168,000
grape vines of bearing age and 37,000 vines not of bearing age in Colorado.
Grapes are produced largely in Boulder, Crowley, Delta, Fremont, Garfield,
Jefferson, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose and Otero counties. The 1930 federal
census also reports 60,000 plum and prune trees of bearing age. The counties
of major importance are Delta, Garfield, Jefferson, Larimer, Mesa, Montezuma,
and Montrose counties. The 1930 federal census showed 658 acres of straw
berries, 973 acres of raspberries and 296 acres of other small fruits. The fed
eral census for 1920 reported 653 acres of strawberries, 600 acres of raspberries
and 545 acres of small fruits.

United States Crops-On pages 7, 8 and 9 will be found tables showing
the acreage, production and value of the principal crops produced in the United
States.

Livestock-Information and tables covering livestock will be found in
another section of this bulletin.
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