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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR 1931

Value-Colorado farm crops produced in 1931 are valued at $63,489,0'00,
(:,ompared with $124,442,000 last· year and $134,537,000 in 1929, according to
the annual crop report of the Colorado Crop and Livestock Reporting Service.
This valuation is placed on the total production of all crops based upon the
December 1 farm price for the major crops and seasonal prices for some
truck and minor crops. Since a large part of the grain crops are fed to live
stock, the value of such production is indirectly increased.

The 1931 yields in Colorado were uniformly lower than in 1930 and this,
together with the general decline in prices, resulted in the reduced valuation
of 1931 crops. The total acreage of crops harvested in Colorado in 1931,
including orchards, was 6,735,000 acres, a reduction of 6.8 per cent from that
harvested in 1930. In 1930, 7,223,000 acres were harvested and in 192,9, 6,811,000
acres. The acreages of corn, potatoes, and sorghums were larger than the
previous year with a reduction in the acreage of wheat, oats, barley, rye, dry
beans, broomcorn, and hay crops. This decrease in acreage was caused by
drouth, shortage of irrigation water and insect damage. The acreage abandoned
was very heavy. Eighteen per cent of the corn acreage was lost, abandonment
of barley was 24 per cent, oats 23 per cent, dry beans 25 ,per cent, potatoes
17 per cent, and spring wheat 19 per cent. The 1931 yields were the lowest on
record. This is in contrast with 1930, when crop production was the large.st in
the history of the state.

The production of all crops waSl lower in 1931 than in 1930 with the excep
tion of apples~ peaches, pears, cauliflower and green peas for market. The
increase in cauliflower and green pea production was due to increased acreage
rather than larger yields.

Crop estimates have been revised towards acreage and production shown
by the census of 1929. Except ,vhere other enumerations and records, justified
a change, estimates of acreage, yield and Iproduction are substantially the
Bame as those determined by the census taken in April, 1930, for the crop
season of 1929. Estimates for 1930 and 1931 have been revised \proportionately.

The estimated number of livestock in C'olorado on January 1, 1932, com
pared with January 1, 1931, shows an increase in swine, range cattle, milk
cows and sheep and lambs on feed, no change in the number of farm and range
sheep and a decreased nUIDlber of horses, mules and cattle on feed. Colorado
livestock on January 1, 1932, were valued at $60,656,000, compared with $97,
617,000 on January 1, 1931, and $130,515,000' on Jauuary 1, 1930. In spite of
increased num.bers of most claSises of livestock, declining prices have dra.s
tically reduced inventory values.

General Conditions-The 1931 season was very unfavorable for Colorado
agriculture. Early spring conditions, however, were quite satisfactory. A late
May freeze injured winter wheat in northeastern C'Olorado, fruit and alfalfa in
northern Colorado, and alfalfa in vVestern Slope counties. The drouth started
early in May and rainfall continued belo,v IlOflllal during the entire seaSOD.
8everal rains fell during August but the relief was only temporary and did not
check the rapid decline in crop condition. There was a general shortage of
irrigation water in all areas, with the greatest deficiency in the San Luis valley
and San Juan basin. Grasshoppers were numerous in eastern Colorado and
caused hea.vy losses to alfalfa, dry beans,. corn and other crops. Olctober and
November weather was unusually favorable for nlaturiug'i and haTvesting grain
sorghums, sugar beets, and other late c.rops, and yields were somewhat a.bove
earlier expectations. Killing freezes did not occur until the last of October.

Hay-I-Iay ranks first among Colorado crops in value. The 1931 total
valuation. v~ras $14,692,000, compared with $23,599,000 in 1'930. The 1931 tame
hay crop, consisting principally of alfalfa, timothy, clover and millet, was
1,647,000 tons, harvested OD 1,258,000 acres, or an average yield of 1.31 tons per
acre. In 1930, 2.215,0'00 tons 'were produced on 1,292,000 acres, or an average
Yield of 1.71 tons per acre. The 1931 crOPI of ·wild hay was 290,000 tons.. or an
average yield of .8 ton per acre on 362,000 acres, com.pared with 366,000 tons
a.nd an average yield of 1 ton per acre in 1930.



AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

~ugar Beets:-Colorado is. the leading sugar beet state. In 1931, with 31
per cent of the total United Sitate.s acreage, Colorado produced 32 per cent
of the total tonnage. L,ast yeaf, with 31 per cent of the acreage" Colorado pro
duced 36 per cent of the total United States crop. Sugar beet valuation in
1931 was $13,954,000, with an average price of $5.50 per ton, and in 1930
$22,873,000, with an average ,price of $6.94. The 1930' crop of 3,312,000 tons,
with an average yield of 13.69 tons per acre on 242,0010 acres, is Colorado's
record sugar beet crop. The 1931 crop of 2,537,000 tons was produced on 226,
000 acres, or an average yield of 11.23 tons per acre.

Co'rn-The 1931 corn crop was greatly reduced by the drouth. Production
was 19,278,000 bushels on 1,836,000 acres, or an average yield 013 10.5 bushels
per acre, compared with the record 1930 crop of 38,'970',0,00 bushels on 1,732,00.0
acres, or an average yield of 22.5 bushels. The 1931 valuation was $7,711,000,
or only 32, per cent of the 1930 valuation of $24,161,00.0. Of the 1,836,000 acres
harvested in 1931 it isl estimated that 1,461,000· acres were harvested for grain,
325,000 acres grazed or hogged off and 50,000' acres cut for silage. The yield
of corn for silage was 4 tons per acre. About 9 per cent of the Colorado corn
acreage is under irrigation.

Wheat-The 1931 wheat crop was valued at $7,176,000, compared with
$12,420,000 in 1930. There were 1,433,000 acres of winter wheat sown in the
fall of 1930, of which 1,218,000 aeres were harvested in 1931, with an average
yield of 12 bushels per acre, giving a total production of 14,616,000 bushels.
About 96 per cent of the .winter wheat acreage harvested in 1931 was grown
without irrigation. ,In 1930, 1,324,000 acres were harvested, with an average
yield of 14.5 bushels per acre and a total production of 19,198,000 bushels. In
the fall of 1931, 1,103,000 acres of ,vinter wheat were sown in Cblorado, or a
reduction of 23 per cent from the previous fall. By May 1, 1932, it ,vas esti
mated 54 per cent of the planted area, or 596,000 acres, had been abandoned,
leaving 507,000 acres for harvest. Subnormal precipitation during ,vinter and
early spring months, together with more severe ,vindS' than usual, resulted in
the heaviest abandonment of winter wheat acreage on record. Winter wheat
condition on May 1, 1932, was' 58 per cent of normal, the lowest on record for
that date, and compared with 52 per cent on April 1, 90 per cent on May 1, 1931,
and 83 per cent, the ten-year average for May 1.

In 1931, 176,000 acres of spring ,vheat were harvested, with an average
yield of 11 bushels per acre and a total production of 1,936','0'00 bushels, com
pared with 308,000 acres harvested in 1930, which averaged 13.5 bushels per
acre with a total production of 4,158,0001 bus'hels. Of the total acreage, 62 per
cent was grown on dry land.

Oats-In 1931, 148,000 acres of oats ,vere cut for grain, with an average
yield of 23 bushels per acre and a total ,production of 3,404,000' bushels. In
1930, 195,,000 acres produced 31 bushels per acre, or a total of 6,045,000 bushels.
The 1931 valuation was $1,021,000, compared with $2,176,000 in 1930. A.bout 53
per cent of C'olorado oats aoreage is non-irrigated.

Barley-BJarley production in 1931 was 7,099,000 1 bushels on 458,000 acres,
'Or an average yield of 15.5 bushels per acre, compared with 12,2198,000 bushels
produced in 1930 on 572,000 acres with a yield of 21.5 bushels per acre. The
1931 valuation was $2,201,000, compared with $4,919,000 the preceding year.
lAbout 33 per cent of the barley acreage is grown under irrigation.

Rye-Rye harvested in 1931 totaled 53,000 acres, with a. yield of 7 bushels
per acre and production of 371,000 bushels. In 1930, 74,000 acres produced 8.5
bushels per aere, with a total production of 62'9,000 bushels. The 1931 rye crop
had a valuation of $115,000, compared to $233,000 in 1930. Some rye is also
used for hay and pasture. There is some spring rye gTown in the state.

Dry Be~ns~Coloradoproduced 826,0'00 100-ponnd bags of dry beans ~n 1931,
of which 777,000 bags were Pintos, 21,00'0 bags garden varieties, 17,OUO bag~

Great Northerns and 11,000 bags l all other varieties, cOlllpared with 2,592,000
bags produced in 1930, of vvhich 2,38G,000 bags ,~vere Pintos, 91,000, garden
varieties, 74,000 Great Nortberns and 41,000 bags all other varieties. The 1931
average yield was 258 pounds per acre on 320,000' acres, compared with the
1930 yield of 600 pounds on 432,000 acres. The 1931 valuation was $1,487,000,
compared with $5,832,000 in 1930. The 1931 growing season was very unfavor
able for beansl

• The drouth which started in May continued throughout the
growing seaSOIl. The set of pods was light and the beans produced were Slnall
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and of rather poor quality. There was a shortage of irrigation water. About 9
per cent of the total acreage is gTo,,"n under irrigation. Twenty-five per cent
of the planted acreage was abandoned, compared with 7 per cent in 1930, 11
per cent in 1929, and 14.1 per cent, the five-year average (1926-1930). In 1931
there were 2,880 acres of beans grown under contract for seed, compared with
11,000 acres in 1930. The seed beans are grown under irrigation, largely in
Weld and Mesa counties and in the Arkansas valley from Pueblo to Rocky
Ford. The shipment of beans from the 1930 crop was 4,312 cars. The ship
ment from the 1931 crop up to April 30, 1932, was 1,506 cars.

Potatoes-In 1931, 101,000 acres of potatoes, with an average yield of 95
bushels per acre, produced 9,595,000 bushels. This compares1 with 92,000 acres,
19O-bushel yield and 17,480,000 bushels produced in 1930. The value of the 1-931
potato crop was $2,878,000, compared with $10,488,000 in 1930. Carlot ship
ments from the 1930 crop ·were 18,080 cars. Shipments from the 1931 crop
were 7,298 cars up to lVlay 11, 1932. About 82 per cent of the potato acreage
is irrigated.

Sorghums-About 191,000 acres of grain Slorghums were harvested in 1931,
with an average yield of 11 bushels per acre and a total production of 2,101,000
bushels. This compares with 180,000 acres in 1930, 13 bushels yield and 2,340,
000 bushels production. rr'he 1931 valuation of grain sorghum was $483,000,
compared with $1,170,000 in 1930. It is estimated that 43,000 acres of the 1931
grain sorghums crop were harvested for grain and 148,0-00 acres for forage. In
addition to the grain sorghums there were 118,000 acres of sweet sorghums
harvested in 1'931 and 103,000 acres harvested in 1930, which were produced
nlostly for forage.

Broomcorn-In 1931, 46,000 acres produced 5,800 tons' of broomcorn, or an
average yield of 250 pounds per acre. This compares with 77,000 acres- in 1930,
10.'100 tons production and 270 pounds yield per acre. The 1931 crop valuation
\vas $244,000, compared with $530,000 in 1930. The Colorado broomcorn acreage
is coneentrated in the southeastern part of the state, with Baca and Prowers
counties ,producing nearly the entire crop.

Millet-About 100,000 acres of ntillet ·were harvested in 1931, of which
18,000 acres ,vere cut for sleed and the remainder cut for hay or pastured. In
1930 a total of 10'4,000 acres were produced and about 22,000 acres cut for
seed. Millet is grown largely in east-central and northeastern Colorado. Feed-
ing experiments conducted by the Colorado Agricultural college and United
States Department of Agriculture experiment station at Akron, Colorado, are
proving the excellence of millet as a feeding crop. The acreage in Colorado is.
increasing rapidly.

Field Peas-In 1931, 49,000 acres of field peas produced 441,000 bushels"
while in 19:30 the same acreage produced 588,000 bushels. Nearly the entire
acreage is grown in the San Lluis valley. ...L\. large part of the crop is grazed or
hogged off, with some acreage cut for hay and seed.

Seed Crops-Colorado soil and climatic conditions are particularly favor
able for the development of high quality seed crops, and their production makeS!
up an important part of agriculture in certain sections of the state. In 1931,
2,880 acres of seed beans 'were harvested, compared with 11,000 acres in 1930
and 9,000 acres in 1929. Seed bean production is of considerable importance
in the Greeley and Pueblo-Rocky Ford sections of Colorado. In 1931 about
2,200 acres of cucumbers were produced for seed, largely in Otero and Pueblo
counties, compared with 4,400 acres the previous year. About 1,800 acres of
cantaloupes were harvested for seed in 1931, compared with 2,400 acres in
1930. These are produced mostly in Otero county, with some acreage in
Crowley and Pueblo counties. About 20,0-00 acres of alfalfa were harvested
for seed in 1931, \vith a production of 60,000 bushels. In 1931, 3,500 acres of
sweet clover produced 17,500 bushels of seed and2,OnO acres of red clovet
produced 9,000 bushels. Most of the red clover and alfalfa seed are produced
in the Arkansas valley, with some alfalfa seed produced on the Western Slope,
Northern Colorado and a few eastern counties. In addition to these crops,
squash, pum1pkins, and flower seed are Iproduced comnlercially in Colorado.
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TRUICK CROPS

Ca.bbage-About 3,800 acres of cabbage were harvested in 1'931, with a
total production of 31,600 tons. This compared with 3,900 acres harvested in
1930 and a production of 48,700 tons. In 1931, 611 cars were shipped, compared
with 1,164 cars the previous year. In addition considerable cabbage moved in
mixed cars.

Caul iflowe~In 1931, 3,900 acres of cauliflower were harvested, with an av
erage yield of 260 crates and a total production of 1,014,000 crates. In 1930, 2,800
acres produced an average of 320 crates per acre and a total production of
896,000 crates. The cauliflower acreage is mostly in Pueblo county and the San
Luis valley. In 1931, 1,455 cars of cauliflower were shipped, compared with
1,309 cars· in 1930. Some cauliflower is moved in mixed carSl.

On ions-In 1931, 4,050 acres of onions were harvested, yielding 228 bushels
per acre, with a total production of 932,000 bushels, compared with 5·,600 acres
harvested in 1930, a yield of 308 bushels and ,production of 1,725,00() bushels.
In 1929, 7,000 acres were harvested. The Colorado onion acreage has l shown
rather violent fluctuations in recent years, caused principally by changes in
price. The crop value for 1931 was $683,000, compared with $552,000 in 1930
and $1,097,000 in 192'9. Shipment from the 1931 crop amounted to 1,482 cars.
Of these 744 cars were shipped from the Arkansas valley, 690 fronl the
Western S:lope and 48 ca~s from Northern Colorado. A total of 2,124 cars
were shipped from' the 1930 crop, of which 1,278 cars were from the Arkansas!
valley, 732 from the Western Slope and 114 from Northern Colorado.

Melons-In 1931, 8,100' acres of cantaloupes, honey dews and miscellaneous
melons were h3Jrvested for market, with an average yield of 140 standard crates
per acre and a total production of 1,134,000 crates. In 1930, 10,000 acres were
harvested, with an average yield of 200 crates and total production of 2,00·0,000
crates. Cantaloupe shipments were 1,717 cars, compared with 2,758 cars in
1930. Shipments of miscellaneous melons consisting of mixed cars of honey
dews, honey balls and cantaloupes and straight cars, of honey dews, amounted
to 1,055 cars, compared with. 1,334 cars in 19'30. In 1931, 1,120 acres of water
melons. produced 336,,000 melons, compared with a production of 342,000 merons
on 1,070 acres in 1930. E:ighty-seven straight cars, of watermelons were shipped
in 1931, compared with 90 cars in 1930.

Celery-In 1931, 950 acres of celery were harvested, wth an average yield
of 220 crates per acre, and production of 209,000 crates, compared with a yield
of 260 crates and a production of 247,000 crates on the same acreage in 1930.
Fifty-three straight cars, of celery were shipped in 1931, compatred with 136
cars in 1930.

Lettuce-In 1'931, 6,650 acres of lettuce produced 90 crates per acre, or a
total of 598,000 crates, compared with a 1930 production of 670,000 crates, or
90 orates per acre on 7,440 acres. Shipments for the 1931 season totaled 1,001
cars, compared with 1,610 cars in 1930. The San Luis valley and Grand and
Routt counties lead in lettuce production.

Carrots-In 1931, 450 acres of carrots were harvested, with a yield of 20D
bushels per acre and total production of 90,00'0 bushels, compared with a 1930
yield of 225 bushels and a production of 101,000 bushels on the same acreage.
lIn 1931, 41 cars were shipped, compared with 43 cars in 1930.

Cucumber Pickles-In 1931, 1,820 acres of cucumbers were harvested for
pickles,witlI a yield of 128 bushels per acre and production of 233,000 bushels.
In 1930, 2,800 acres had a yield of 130 bushels and production of 364,000 bnshels.

Tomatoes~In 1931, 3,790 acres of tomatoes were harvested, compared with
3,460 acres in 1930'. Of this, 1,290 acres were for table use in 1931 and 1,230
acres in 1'930. Two thousand five hundred acres were produced for manufacture'
in 1931 and 2,230 in 1930. One hundred ninety-five cars of tomatoes were
s/hipped in 1931 and 138 in 1930.

Garden: Peas-There we-re10,000 acres of garden ,peas harvested in 1931,
compared with 9,520 acres in 1930,. Of the 1931 total, 6,50'0 acres were grown
for market, with a yield of 75, bushels per acre and a total production of
488 000 bushels. This compares with 5,820 acres in 1930, an average yield of
75 bushels and total production of 436,000 bushels. Green pea slhipments for
1931, 559 cars, were the heaviest on record and compare with 463 cars shipped
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in 1930. There has been a rapid expansion in the green pea acreage for market.
The San Luis valley is the leading area, with an important acreage in Custer,
Chaffee, Las Animas, Fremont, Jefferson and Adams counties.

Mixed Vegetables,.-The shipments of mixed vegetables include a consider
able portion of the various vegetable crops produced, and the car-lot movement
of individual crops does not fully represent the entire movement. From the
1931 crop 3.613 cars were moved, compared with 4,215 cars the previous season.
D,enver is the leading shipping point for mixed vegetables, although the San
Luis valley ships mixed ears of peas, lettuce and cauliflower. The Western
'Slope moves mixed cars of onions and potatoes; the Brighton and Greeley
districts ship mixed cars of onions, potatoes, cabbage and other vegetables, and
growers in the Arkansas valley from Chaffee to Otero counties ship many cars
of mixed vegetables.

FRUITS

The 1931 Colorado fruit production was materially larger than in 1930. The
peach crop was the largest on record but several hundred cars were not
marketed because of lo,\\r prices. Pears and apples in Mesa and Delta counties
were injured by spring freezes but the 1931 production was about twice that of
1930. The cherry crop was light. There has been a rapid increase in the num
ber of apple and cherry trees in Colorado in recent years.

Ap pies-The 1931 apple crop was 2,090,~OOO bushels, compared with 1,060,000
bushels produced in 1'930. Shipments from the 1931 crop were 1,096 cars, com
pared. with 1,082 cars shipped from the 1930 crop. Delta county produces a
large part of the state's apple crop, with production also important in Mesa,
Montrose, Garfield, J:.remont, Otero, Jefferson, Larimer and Boulder counties.

Peaches-The 1931 peach crop was the largest on record but growers failed
to harvest several hundred cars' because of very low prices. The 1931 crop
production was 1,130,000 bushels, compared with 787,000 bushels for 1930. The
Palisade district in Mesa county produces over 80 per cent of the Colorado
peaches, with the North Fork section of Delta county of considerable com
mercial in1portance. In 1931, 1~503 cars of peaches were shipped, compared
with 1,369 cars in 1930. In addition to shipments in straight cars, several hun
dred cars were n10ved by trucks, express and mixed cars. Truck movement in
1931 was unusually heavy.

Pears-The 1931 pear Iproduction amounted to 385,000 bushels, compared
with 146,000 bushels produced in 1930 and 600,000 bushels in 1929. Pears are
produced largely in the Clifton district of Mesa county. with s-ome production
in Delta county. There 'were 396 cars shtpped fronl the 1931 crop, compared
with 249 cars in 1930 and 1,082 cars in 1929.

Cherrie's-The 1931 cherry crop was 2,500 tons, compared wit.h 3,500 tons
produced in 1'930. Cherries are produced principally in Larimer, Fremont,
Jefferson, D'clta, lVIesa and Boulder counties. Sweet cherries are grown in Delta
and Mesa counties. A large part of the Colorado cherry production is used for
canning purposes.

Grapes, Plums and Small Fruits~The 1930 federal census reported 168,00D
gr~pe vines of bearing age and 37,000 vines not of bearing age in C'olorado.
Grapes' are produced largely in Boulder, Crowley, Delta, Frem-ont, Garfield,
Jefferson, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose and Otero counties. The 1931 produc
tion was 280 tons, compared ,vith 290 tons in 1930. The 1930 federal census
also reports 60,0,00 plum and prune trees of bearing age. The counties of InajaI'
importance are Delta. Garfield, Jefferson, L-arinler, Mesa, Montezuma, and
Montrose counties. The 1930 federal census showed 658 acres of strawberries,
973 acres of raspberries and 296 acres of ot.her SUlan fruits. The federal cen
sus for 1920 reported 653 acres of st.ra\vberries, 600. acres of raspberries and
545 acres of small fruits.

United States Crops-On pages 8 and '9 ,vill be found tables showing
the acreage, production and value of the principal crops produced in the
lTnited States.

LIVESTOCK

Information and ta.bles covering livestock ,vill be found in another section
of t.his bulletin.
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