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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR 1930

Value-Colorado farm crops produced in 1930 had a total value of $126,­
174,000, compared with $140,964,800 in 1929, according to the annual report of
the Colorado Co-Operative Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. This valua­
tion is placed on the total production of all crops, based upon the Decem­
ber 1 farm price for the major crops and average seasonal price for some truck
and minor crops. Since a large part of the grain crops is fed to livestock, the
values of such products are indirectly increased.

The 1930 yields in Colorado were uniformly higher than in 1929, and the
decline in value of crops lproduced was due largely to a widespread decline in
prices. Sugar beets and corn alone among the major crops show a valuation
higher than in 19,29. The increase in sugar beet valuation is because of in­
creased production, together with prices similar to 1929, while the unusually
large corn crop more than offset the unfavorable prices received by growers.

The total acreage of crops harvested in Colorado in 1930, exclusive of
orchards, was increased about 5 per cent, or from 6,50'8,000 acres in 1929 to
6,817,000 acres in 1930. This increase' reflects the expansion of acreage under
cultivation, particularly in southeastern Colorado, as well as the less than
usual abandonment "which occurred in 1930.

The acreages of corn, winter wheat, rye, dry beans, grain sorghums, broom­
corn, hay and sugar beets were larger than last year, with a reduction in
acreages of spring wheat, barley and potatoes. The acreages of most truck
crops were smaller than last year. The acreages of dry beans, broomcorn
and sugar beets were the largest on record.

The total 1930 crop production was the largest in the history of Colorado.
Record crops of sugar beets, dry beans and barley were produced. Corn pro­
duction was barely under the record crop of 1923. The 1930 potato production
has only been exceeded by one other year; wheat and broomcorn show the
third largest production in the history of Colorado agriculture. The 1930 pro­
duction of corn, winter wheat, oats, barley, rye, dry beans, potatoes, sugar
beets, grain sorghums and sweet sorghums was higher than in 1929, with lower
production of spring wheat, broomcorn, tame hay, apples, peaches, pears and
cherries.

Colorado livestock on January 1, 1931, was valued at $88,746,000, com­
pared with $119,930,000 on January 1, 1930, and $127,399,000 on January 1,
1929. All classes of livestock declined in average value per head. There was
an increase in 1930 in the number of swine, farm and range sheep and range
cattle, no change in the number of milk cows and a decrease in number of
sheep and lambs on feed, horses and mules.

General Conditions-Colorado agriculture was favored in 1930. Fruit crops,
the only exception, were severely damaged by early May freezes. After the early
summer drought growing conditions were, unusually satisfactory. While a large
part of the United Slates was experiencing one of the worst droughts in
history, Colorado rainfall was about normal. Losses of acreage and crop
damage from bail, insects and disease were considerably below average. Fall
freezes we-re delayed and weather conditions were favorable for maturing
all row crops.

Hay-Hay ranks first among Colorado crops, both in valuation and acre­
age. The 1930 total valuation was $28,247,000, compared with $35.174,000 in
1929. The 1930 tame hay crop, consisting principally of alfalfa, timothy. clover
and millet, was 2.659.000 tons, harvested on 1,244,000 acres, or an -average
yield of 2.14 tons per acre. In 1929, 2,677,000 tons. were produced on 1,203,000
acres, or an average yield of 2.23 tons per acre. The five-year average pro­
duction of tame hay has been 2,636,000 tons. The 1930 crop of wild hay was
480,000 tons, or an average yield of 1.10 tons per acre on 391,000 acres. com­
pared with 426,000 tons, or an average yield of 1.10 tons per acre on 387,000
acres, in 1929. The five-year average production of wild hay has been 363,000
tons.

Sugar Beets-Colorado is the leading sugar beet state. This year, with 30
per cent of the total United States acreage, Colorado is credited with 36 per
cent of the total production. Sugar beets are the only major crop besides
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corn showing an increase in valuation over last year. Valuation in 1930 was
$22,895,000; in 1929, $18,106,000.' A record acreage of 243,000~ acres in 1930 pro­
duced the largest crop in history, 3,299,000 tons, or 13.6 tons per acre. In
1929, 210,000 acres ~produced 2,612,000 tons, or 12.4 tons per acre. The five­
year average production has been 2,446,000 tons.

Cornr--The 1930 corn crop had a valuation of $23,028,000, or 32 per cent
larger than the 1929 valuation of $17,416,000. Production was 37,142,00'0
bushels, or 24.5 bushels per acre on 1,516,000 acres, which nearly equalled the
record crop of 1923, when 37,625,000 bushels were produced. The 1929 produc­
tion was 23,2212,,000 bushels, with an average yield of 17.0 bushels per acre
on 1,366,000 acres. The five-year average production has been 16,806,000 bush­
els. Of the 1,516,000- acres harvested in 1930 it is estimated that 1,086,000
acres were harvested for grain, 380,000 acres grazed or hogged off and 50,000
acres cut for silage. The yield of corn for silage was seven tons. About 9
per cent of Colorado corn is grown under irrigation.

Wheat-The 1930 wheat crop was the largest since 1921 and has been
exceeded only twice, by the crops of 1919 and 1921. Wheat valuation was
$11,595,000 in 1930, compared! with $16,691,000 the prevous year; 1,509,000
acres of winter wheat were sown in the fall of 1929, of which 1,147,000 acres
were harvested in 1930 with an average yield of 14.5 bushels per acre, giving
a total production of 16,63~,000 bushels. Twenty-four per cent of the acreage
'Sown was abandoned, due largely to smothering under a layer of ice which
formed in east central counties during February and early March. In 1929,
1,043,000 acres were harvested, with an average yield of 11.5 bushels and
total production of 11,994,000 bushels. About 94 per cent of the 1930 winter
wheat acreage was grown without irrigation. It is estimated that 1,328,000
acres of winter wheat were lplanted in the fall of 1930, or 88 per cent of the
previous fall. Condition of winter wheat on December 1, 1930, was 86 per cent
of normal and on April 1, 1931, it had improved two points to 88 per cent.

In 1930, 312,000 acres of spring wheat were harvested, with an average
yield' of 16.5: bushels per acre arid a total production of 5,148,0010 bushels. This
compares with 354,000 acres in 19,29, which averaged 17 bushels per acre and
a total production of 6,0'18,000 bushels. Of the total acreage, 31 per cent was
grown under irrigation.

Oats-In 1930, 212,0'00 acres of oats were cut for grain, wtth an average
yield of 33.5 bushels per acre and total production of 7,102,000 acres. In 1929,
212,000 acres produced 31 bushels per acre, or a total of 6,572,000 bushels.
The five-year average production has been 5,544,0'00 bushels. The 1930 valua­
tion was $2,557,000, compared with $3,155,000 valuation in 1929. About 58 per
cent of the Colorado oats acreage is non-irrigated.

Barley-lIn 1930 barley production exceeded the record established in 1929.
The 1930 production was 15,606,000 bushels, compared with 13,671,000 bushels
last year and the five-year average of 8,676,000 bushels. In 1930, the average
yield was 25.5 bushels per acre on 612,000 acres, and in 1929, 21 bushels per
acre on 651,000 acres. The 1930 valuation was $6,242,000, compared with
$7,382,0'00 in the preceding year. Barley is gaining in popularity as a feed
crop. About 28 per cent of the barley acreage is produced under irrigation.

Rye-Ninety-three thousand acres of rye were harvested in 1930, with an
average yield of 11.5 bushels and total production of 1,070,000 bushels, com­
pared with 81,0001 acres in 1929, a yield of 11 bushels and a total production of
891,000 bushels. Some rye is also used for hay and pasture. There is some
spring rye gro-wn in the state.

Dry Beans-Colorado dry beans broke all acreage and production records
in 1930. A total of 3,927,000 bushels were harvested, of which 3,615,000 bush­
els were of the pinto variety; 136,000 bushels garden seed varieties; 112,000
bushels Great Northerns, and 64,000 bushels all other varieties. The average
yield was 10.2 bushels on 385,000 acres. In 1929. 350,000 acres produced an
average yield o-f 6.7 bushels per acre" or a production of 2,345,0,00 bushels. The
five-year average production bas been 1,49'8,000 bushels. The 1930 valuation
was $5,301,0.00, compared with $6,332,000 in 1929. Spring conditions were
generally unfavorable for dry beans and growth was slow until rains came in
July. From July until late fall conditions were nearly ideal for developing,
maturing and harvesting! the crop. In 1930 there were 11,O(}()1 acres of beans
grown under contract for seed. This com/pares with 9,000 acres in 1929. The
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seed beans are grown under irrigation, largely in Weld county, Mesa county
and in the Arkansas valley from Pueblo to Rocky Ford. About 12 per cent
of the total dry bean acreage was grown under irrigation. The shipment of
beans from the 1930 crop was 3,634 cars up to March 31, 1931. The 1929
crop shipments were 2,347 cars.

Potatoes-In 1930, 86,000 acres of potatoes with an average yield of 175
bushels per acre produced 15,050,0001 bushels. This compares with 88,000 acres,
lAO bushel yield and 12,320,000 bushels produced in 1929. The 1930 production
has been exceeded once, in 1922, when 18,460,000 bushels were produced. The
five-year average production has been 12,419,000 bushels. The value for 1930
is $9,030,000, compared with $13,552,000 for 1929. Carlot shipments from the
1930 crop were 17,962 cars to May 27, 1931, compared with 15,366 cars shipped
in 1929. About 83 per cent of the potato acreage is irrigated.

Sorghums-About 211,000 acres of grain sorghums 'were harvested in 1930,
with an average yield; of 13.5 bushels and total production of 2,848,000 bushels.
This compares with 205,000 acres 'in 1929, 11 bushels yield and 2,255 ,000 bushels
production. The 1930 value was, $1,424,ODO; in 1929 value was $1,804,000. It
is estimated that 106,0-0-0 acres of the 1930 crop were harvested for grain and
105,000 acres for forage. In addition to the grain sorghums in 1930 there were
78,000 acres of sweet sorghums, which were produced mostly for forage.

Broomcorn-In 1930, 69,000 acres produced 9,500 tons of broomcorn or an
average yield of 275 pounds per acre. This compares with 60,000 acres in
1929, 10,10'0 tons produced and 336 ,pounds yield per acre. The 1930 crop
valuation was $484,000; 1929, $1,131,000. The Colorado broomcorn acreage is
concentrated in southeastern Colorado, with Baca and Prowers counties pro­
ducing nearly the entire crop.

Millet-About 12'9,000 acres of millet were produced in 1930, compared
with 97,0:00 acres in 1929. About two-thirds of the millet acreage is cut for
hay or pastured, the remainder being harvested for seed. Millet is grown
mostly in eas t-central and northeastern Colorado. Feeding experiments con­
ducted by the Colorado Agricultural college are proving the value of millet
as a feeding crop and the acreage grown in Colorado is rapidly increasing.

Field Peas-In 1930, 50,000 acres of field peas produced 600,000 bushels,
or the same acreage and production as in 1929. Almost the entire acreage is
grown in the San Luis valley. A large part of the crop is grazed or hogged
off, with some cut for hay.

Seed Crops-Colorado soil and climatic conditions are particularly favor­
able for the development of high quality seed crops and their Iproduction makes
up an important part of agriculture in certain sections of the state. Seed
beans (garden varietlesn rank first in importance. In 1930. 11,000 acres 'were
produced, compared with 9,000 acres in 1929 and 13,000 acres in 1928. Seed
bean production is of considerable importance in the Greeley and Pueblo­
Rocky Ford sections of Colorado. In 1930 about 4,400 acres of cucumbers were
produced for seed, largely in Otero and Pueblo counties. In 1929, 3,800 acres
were produced. About 2,4001 acres of cantaloupes were harvested for seed in
1~,30, compared with 1,700 acres in 1929. These are produced mostlv in Otero
county, with some acreage in Crowley and Pueblo counties. About 5,000 acres
of alfalfa were harvested for seed in 1930, with a production of 15,000- bushels;
~,OOO acres of sweet clover produced 15,00-0 bushels of seed, and 2,000 acres of
red clover with 10,00-0 bushels production were harvested during the 1930
season. Most of the red clover and alfalfa are produced in the Arkansas
valley, with some alfalfa lproduced on the Western Slope. northwestern Colo­
rado and some eastern countiesc In addition to these .crops. squash. pumpkin
and flower seed are produced commercially each year in Colorado.

TRUCK CROPS

Cabbage-About 3,900 acres of cabbage were harvested in 1930, with a
total production of 48,700 tons. This compares with 33,000 acres in 1929 and
production of 35,000 tons. In 1930, 1,158 cars were shipped, compared with 810
cars the previous year. In addition, considerable cabbage moved in mixed cars.

Cau Iiflower-In 1930, 3,000 acres of cauliflower were harvested, with an
average yield of 320- crates and a. total production of 960,000 crates. In 1929.
3,600 acres produced an average of 360 crates per acre for a total production
of 1,296,000 crates. The cauliflower acreage is mostly in Pueblo county and
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the San Luis valley. In 1930 1,296 cars of cauliflower were shipped, compared
with 1,500 cars in 1929. Some, cauliflower is moved in mixed cars.

Onions-About 5,600 acres of onions were harvested in 1930, with a yield
of 308 bushels per acre and total production of 1,72'5,000 bushels, compared
with 7,000 acres in 1929, yield of 369 bushels per acre and total production of
2,583,000 bushels. There have been violent fluctuations in onion acreage in
Colorado. The acreage increase following very high prices was from 3,760
acres in 192.8 to 7,000 acres in 1929. Low prices in 1929 and 193n are causing
growers to reduce their onion acreage. Shipments from the 1930 crop amounted
to 2,117 cars. Of these 1,278 cars were shipped from the Arkansas valley, 731
from the Western Slope and 108 cars from northern Colorado. From the 1929
crop 4,042 cars were shipped, of which 2,570 were from the Arkansas valley,
1,302 from the Western Slope and 170 from northern Colorado.

Melons-In 1930, 10,000 acres of cantaloupes, honeydews, and miscellaneous
melons were harvested for market, with an average yield of 20D crates and
total production of 2,000,00'0 crates. In 1929 production was 2,530,,000 crates, or
an average of 23U crates per acre on 11,000 acres. Cantaloupe shipments were
2,758 cars, compared with 3,195 cars in 1929. Shipments of miscellaneous
melons, consisting of mixed cars of honeydews, honey balls and cantaloupes
and straight cars of honeydews, amounted to 1,334 cars, compared with 1,469
cars in 1929. In 1930 500 acres of watermelons produced 160,000 melons, com­
pared with 500 acres and 15'0,000 melons in 1929. Ninety straight cars of water­
melons were shipped, compared with 31 cars in 1929.

Celery-In 1930, 840 acres of celery were harvested in Colorado, with an
average yield of 260 crates and total production of 218,000 crates. This com­
pares with 1,050 acres harvested in 1929, a yield of 240 crates and production
of 252,000 crates. One hundred and thirty-six straight cars of celery were
shipped in 1930, compared with 149 cars in 1929.

Lettuce-In 1930 9,0:00 acres of lettuce produced 90 crates per acre, or a
total of 810,000 crates. In 1929 9,800 acres with an average yield of 110 crates
produced 1,078,000 crates. Shipments for the 1930 season totaled 1,610 cars,
compared with 2,109 cars, shipped in 1929. Some lettuce moved in mixed cars.

Carrots-The 1930 carrot production was 180,000 bushels, or 225 bushels
per acre on 800 acres, compared with 238,000 bushels production, a yield of
280 bushels on 850 acres, in 1929. Sixty cars were shipped, compared with 78
cars in 1929.

Cucumber Pickles-Two thousand eight hundred acres of cucumbers were
harvested for pickles in 1930, with an average yield of 130 bushels per acre
and total production of 364,000 bushels. In 1929, the area was 2,000 acres,
average yield per acre 115 bushels and total production 230,000 bushels.

Tomatoes-e-In 1930 2,930 acres of tomatoes were harvested, compared with
2,630 acres in 1929 .. Of this, 700 acres were for table use in 1930 and 600
acres in 1929; 2,230 acres were produced for manufacture in 1930 and 2,0'30
acres in 1929. One hundred forty-one cars of tomatoes were shipped in 1930
and 55 cars in 1929.

Garden Peas--There were 11,490 acres of garden peas grown in 1930, com­
pared with 12,900 in 1929. Of the 1930 total, 7,790 acres we-re grown for
market, with a yield of 75· bushels per acre or a, total production of 584,OO'G
bushels. This compares with 9,500 acres in 1929, an average yield of 81
bushels and total production of 770,000 bushels. The San Luis valley is the
heavy producing area of peas for market. More favorable 1930 prices encour­
aged shipments and 463 cars were moved, compared with 459 the previous
year. Canners had 3,700- acres in 19:30, producing 6,727,000 pounds, compared
with 3,400 acres in 1929 and 6,038,000 pounds production.

Snap Beans-In 1930, 2,560 acres of snap beans were harvested, of which
1,960 acres were for manufacture and 600 acres for table use. The total produc­
tion was 9,900 tons. In 19,29, 2,800 acres were harvested, of which 2,300 acres
were for canners, and 500 acres for table use. The total 1929 production was
8,400 tons.

Mixed Vegetables-The shipments of mixed vegetables include a consider­
able portion of the various vegetable crops produced and the carlot movement
of individual crops does not fully represent the entire movement. From the



STATE OF COLORADO 7

1930 crop, 4,207 cars 'were moved, compared with 4,079 cars the previous season.
Denver is the leading shipping point for mixed vegetables, although the San
Luis valley ships mixed cars of peas, lettuce and cauliflower; the Western Slope
moves mixed cars of onions and potatoes; the Brighton and Greeley districts
ship mixed cars of onions, potatoes, cabbage and other vegetables, and grow­
ers in the Arkansas valley from Chaffee to Otero county ship many cars of
mixed vegetables.

FRUITS

General Com ments-The 1930 Colorado fruit crops were severely damaged
by spring freezes. Apple and pear .productton was the smallest since 1916.
The cherry crop was fair and the peach crop above average. The number of
cherry and peach trees has been increasing rapidly in recent years.

Apples-The 1930 apple crop was 1,130,000 bushels, compared with 2,460,000
bushels produced in 1929. Shipments from the 1930 crop were 1,072 cars,
compared with 2,322 cars shipped from the 1929 crop. Delta county produces
a large part of the state's apple crop, with production also important in Mesa,
Montrose, Garfield, Fremont, Otero, Jefferson, Larimer and Boulder counties.

Peaches-The 1930 peach production was 817,000 bushels, compared with
the record crop produced in 1929 of 1,0-00,000 bushels. The Palisades district
in Mesa county produces over 80 per cent of the Colorado peaches, with the
North Fork section of Delta county of considerable commercial importance.
In 1930 1,369 cars of peaches were shipped, compared with 1,765 cars the
previous year. In addition to the shipments in straight cars, about 250 or 300
cars of peaches are moved each season by truck, express and in mixed cars.

Pears-The 1930 pear production amounted to 173,00.0 bushels, in contrast
with the unusually large production in 1929 of 650,000 bushels. Pears are pro­
duced largely in the Clifton distrtct of Mesa county, with some production in
Delta county. There were 247 cars shipped from the 1930 crop, compared with
1,097 cars in 1929.

Cherries-The 1930 cherry crop was 2,200 tons, compared with 4,500 tons
in 1929. Cherries are produced prtncipallv in Larimer, Fremont, Jefferson,
Delta, Mesa and Boulder counties. Sweet cherries are grown in Delta and
Mesa counties. A large part of the Colorado cherry production is used for
canning purposes.

Plums, Grapes and Small Fruits-The 1920 federal census, the latest in­
formation available, gave Colorado 108,000 prune and plum trees, most of which
are grown in Boulder, Garfield, Jefferson, Delta, Mesa, Larimer, Montezuma,
Montrose, Pueblo, Fremont and Weld counties. Grapes are produced in Delta,
Fremont, Jefferson, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose, Pueblo and Garfield counties.
The 1930 crop is estimated at 223 tons, compared with 374 produced in 1929.
Small fruit production in Colorado is increasing, but the production of berries
is not yet sufficient to' meet the local demand. The federal census for 1920
showed 653 acres of strawberries, 60D acres of raspberries and 545 acres of
other small fruits.

United States Cro.ps-On page 9 will be found tables showing the acre­
age, production and value of the ,principal crops in the United States.

LIVESTOCK

Information and tables covering livestock 'will be found in another section
of this bulletin.
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