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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS FOR 1929

Value--Colorado farm crops in 1929 had a total value of $140,042,000, com
pared with a total valuation of $117,448,000 in 1928, according to the annual re
port of the Colorado Co-operative Crop and Livestock Reporting Service. This
valuation is placed on the total production of all crops, based upon the December
1 price for the major crops and season price for some truck and minor crops.
Since a large part of the grain crops is fed to livestock, the values of such
products are indirectly increased.

It is eS'timated that 6,445,120 acres ,vere harvested in Colorado in 1929,
exclusive of orchards, compared with 6,367,915 acres harvested in 1928. The
acreage of winter wheat, oats, barley, rye, dry beans, sugar beets, hay and
broomcorn was larger than in 1928, with a reduction in the acreage of corn,
spring wheat, potatoes and sorghums. The acreage of most truck crops was
larger than in 1928. The acreages of barley, onions, broomcorn, green peas and
cauliflower were the largest on record.

The yields of corn, beans, potatoes, grain sorghums, tame hay and wild hay
were larger than last year, with lighter yields of winter wheat, spring wheat,
barley, broomcorn and sugar beets. The production of corn, winter wheat, rye,
oats, barley, beans, pears, peaches and sugar beets was larger than -in 1928,
with lighter crops of spring wheat, potatoes, sorghums, broomcorn and apples.

Colorado livestock on January 1, 1930, was valued at $116,920,000, compared
with $127,392,000 on January 1, 1929, and $112,185,000 on January 1, 1928. Sheep
Hnd cattle declined in average value per head during 1929, while swine values
were about the same as on January 1, 1929. There was a decrease in 1929 in
numbers of beef cattle, dairy cattle, swine, horses and mules, with the same
number of range and farm sheep and an increase in sheep and lambs on feed.

General Conditions-The 1929 season was one of extremes. Early spring
weather was cold and wet. Spring planting was delayed and early spring growth
was very backward. During June and July rainfall was deficient and tempera
tures were above normal. Pastures dried up and practically all crops suffered
heavy losses of acreage as well as reduced condition of the growing crops. The
drought was broken on August 2 by a general rain over all of the plains area.
Hail losses during the 1929 season were the lightest in years. Irrigation water
was generally am,ple. A sharp freeze September 8 stopped all plant growth in
the Greeley district and caused heavy losses to late truck crops, potatoes, beans
and corn. The September freeze also caused some damage in the San Luis
valley and northwestern Colorado.

Wheat-One million three hundred and four thousand acres of winter wheat
,vere sown in th~ fall of 1928, of which 1,043,000 acres were harvested in 1929,
with an average yield of 11.5 bushels per acre, giving a total production of
11,994,000 bushels. Twenty per cent of the so\vn acreage was abandoned, due
to winter killing, blowing during the early spring months and hot, dry weather
at filling tiIne. In 1928 923,000 acres \vere harvested, with an average yield of
12 bushels and total production of 11,076,000 bushels. About 94 per cent of the
1929 winter wheat crop was gro\vn without irrigation.

It is estimated that 1,565,000 acres of winter wheat were planted in the fall
of 1929, or 20 per cent more than the previous fall. Soil and weather condi
tions were favorable at seeding time and the condition of winter wheat on
December 1 was 91 per cent, compared with 82 per cent December, 1928, and
83 per cent, the ten-year average for December 1. -

In 1929' about 354,000 acres of spring wheat were harvested, compared with
416,000 acresl in 1928. The 1929 yield of 17 bushels per acre gave a total produc
tion of 6,018,000 bushels, compared with the 1928 yield of 18 bushels and a total
production of 7,488,000 bushels. About 15 per cent of the planted acreage was
abandoned in 1929, due to drought. Of the total acreage 31 per cent was grown
under irrigation.

Corn-In 1929 1,366,000 acres of corn were harvested, with an average yield
of 17 bushels per acre and a total ,production of 23,222,000 bushels. This com
pares with 1,438,000 acres harvested in 1928, \vith a yield of 13 bushels per acre
and a total production of 18,694,000 bushels. Corn planting last season was
delayed by hot, dry June and July weather. Fall conditions, except in a lim-
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ited area of northern C'olorado, were favorable for maturing the crop, and the
quality and yields were generally good. Oif the 1,366,000 acres harvested it is
estimated that 936,000 acres were harvested for grain, 50,000 acres for silage
and 380,000 acres grazed or hogged off. The yield of corn silage was 6.5 tons.
About 10 per cent of the corn is irrigated.

Oats-lIn 1929 212,000 acres were. cut for grain, with an average yield of 31
bushels and total production of 6,572,000 bushels. In 1928 193,000 acres were
harvested, averaging 31 bushels per acre, for a total production of 5,983,000
bushels. About 55 per cent of the oats acreage is upon non-irrigated land.

Barley-The 1929 barley crop was the largest ever produced in the state,
651,000 acres producing 13,671,000 bushels, or an average yield of 21 bushels per
acre. In 1928 547,000 acres vvere harvested, with a total production of 13,128,000
bushels, or an average of 24 bushels per acre. Barley acreage has increased
r~pidly in Colorado, due to its value as a feed crop and the excellent yields
usually obtained. About 25 per cent of the barley acreage is produced under
irrigation.

Rye---E'ighty-one thousand acres of rye were harvested in 1929, with an
average yield of 11 bushels and total production of 891,000 bushels, compared
vvith 74,000 q,cres in 1928, a yield of 11 bushels and a total production of 814,000
bushels. Some rye is also used for hay and pas1ture. There is some spring rye
produced in the state.

Beans-Two hundred' ninety-four thousand acres of dry beans were har
vested in 1929, with an average yield of 6.5 bushels and a total production of
1,911,000 bushels. In 1928 the crop was 1,390,000 bushels from 309,000 acres,
or an average of 4.5 bushelg; per acre. The 1929 crop was planted late, although
under favorable soil conditions. The growth during June and July was slow and
the crop showed rather poor prospects until the rains the first part of August.
Fall conditions were ideal for maturing and harvesting except in the Greeley
section, where 14e freeze of September 8 caused heavy losses. The Colorado
bea'ns are about 95 per cent pintos. In addition, of the general acreage grown
to beans there were about 9,000 acres gro\vn under contract with seed com
panies for seed. Th e seed beans are grown under irrigation and largely in
Weld county and in the Arkansas valley from, Pueblo to Rocky Ford. About 13
per cent of the pintos was grown under irrigation. The shipluents of beans from
the 1929 crop to market were 2,127 cars to A,pril 30, 1930. The 1928 crop ship
ments 'were 1,575 cars.

Potatoes-rrhe 1929 potato acreage was only 80 per cent of that harvested
the previous year. About 88,000 acres were harvested, with an average yield
of 140 bushels per acre and total production of 12,320,000 bushels, compared
with 110,000 acres, 122 bushels (per acre and total production of 13,420,000
bushels in 1928. The decrease in acreage was largely in northern Colorado, with
a slight reduction on the western slope and little change in the San Luis valley.
Northern Colorado had a IPoor season.- T'he late spring delayed planting and the
crop made only fair progress during the growing season. The September freeze
caught the crop in a backward condition and caused SOUle loss of acreage and
heavy reduction in both yield and quality. The San Luis valley and western
slope escaped with only light damage from the September freeze and produced
a very good crop of potatoes. Carlot shipments of the 1929 crop were 15,495
cars, compared with 13,714 cars shipped in 1928. About 84 per cent of the
potato acreage is irrigated.

Grain Sorghums-About 205,000 acres of grain sorghums were harvested in
1929, giving a total iproduction of 2,255,000 bushels and an average yield of 11
bus'hels. In 1928 256,000 acres produced 2,688,00.0 bushels, with an average
yield of 10.5 bushels. It is estimated that 123,000 acres of the 1929 crop were
harvested for grain and 82,000 acres for forage. In addition to the grain sor
ghums in 1929 there were 80,000 acres of sweet sorghums, \vhich were pro
duced mostly for forage.

Broomcorn-In 1929 9,100 tons of broomcorn were produced on 55,000 acres,
with an average yield of 330 pounds per acre. This compared with 9,400 tons
produced in 1928 on 52,000' acres, with an average yield of 360 pounds, per acre.
The broomcorn in Culorado is grown in the southeastern counties, with Baca
county producing 45,200 acres and Prowers county 8,300 acres in 1929.

Hay-Hay continues to be Colorado's leading crop, both in acreage and
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value. In 1929 the tame hay crop, consisting principally of alfalfa, timothy,
clover, sudan grass and millet, was 2,677,000 tons, harvested on 1,203,000 acres,
with an average yield of 2.23 tons per acre. In 1928 2,467,000 tons were pro
duced on 1,187,000 acres, with an average yield of 2.08 tons. The 1929 crop of
wild hay was 426,000 tons, with an average yield of 1.1 tons on 387,000 acres,
cOIDlpared with 338,000 tons produced in 1928, with an average yield of 0.9 ton
on 376,000 acres. '

Sugar Beets-About 210,000 acres of sugar beets were harvested, with an
average yield of 12.44 tons per acre and total production of 2,162,400 tons. In
1928 179,000 acres were harvested, with an average yield of 13.4 tons per acre
and a total production of 2,394,000 tons. Growing conditions were favorable
during the 1929 season and only the unseasonably cold November prevented
growers from harvesting the largest beet crop ever produced in the state.
About 35,000 acres of beets, however, were caught in the November freeze-up
and were never harvested.

Millet---.1About 97,000 acres of millet hay was produced in 1929, cOTIlpared
with 94,000 acres in 1928. About two-thirds of the millet acreage is cut for hay
or pastured, the remainder being harvested for seed. Recent feeding experi
ments are proving millet to be very valuable as a feed crop. Millet is grown
mostly in east central Rnd northeastern Colorado.

Field Peas-The field pea acreage in 1929 was 50,000 acres, with a produc
tion of 600,000 bushels. In 1928 60,000 acres produced 780,000 bushels. ,Prac
tically all of the Colorado field peas are grown in the San Luis valley. A large
part of the crop is grazed and hogged off, with some cut for hay.

Seed Crops--The production of seed crops is an important phase of agri
culture in some sections of Colorado, where climatic and soil conditions are
favorable for the development of high quality. Seed beans (garden varieties)
rank first in importance among seed crops, and are groV\rn in the Greeley and
Rocky Ford sections. A large carry-over and low prices caused a reduction in
acreage from about 13,000 acres in 1928 to 9,000 acres in 1929.

In 1929 about 3,800 acres of cucumbers 'were produced for seed in the Ar
kansas valley, Otero and Pueblo counties leading, with minor acreages in the
other valley counties. About 1,800 acres of cantaloupes ,vere harvested for
seed in 1929. These are produced largely in Otero county, with some acreage in
Crowley and Pueblo counties.

About 5,000 acres of alfalfa were harvested for seed in 1929, with an average
yield of 4 bushels and total production of 20,000 bushels. Three' thousand acres
of sweet clover, with an average yield of 5 bushels per acre, and 2,000 acres of
red clover with an average yield of 6 bushels per acre were harvested for seed
during the 1929 season. Most of the red clover and alfalfa are produced in the
Arkansas valley, with some alfalfa produced on the ,vestern slope, northwestern
Colorado and some eastern Colorado counties. In addition to these crops,
squash, pumpkin and flo\\rer seed are produced each y'ear in C'olorado.

TRUCK CROPS

Cabbage-About 3,300 acres of cabbage ,vere harvested in 1929, with an
average yield of 10.3 tons per acre and a total production of 34,000 tons. This
compares w'ith 3,100 acres in 1928, 14.4 tons per acre and production of 44,600
tons. In 1929 shipments were 801 cars, compared with 1,162 cars the previous
year. In addition, considerable cabbage moved in mixed cars.

Cauliflower-In 1929 3,600 acres of cauliflower "rere harvested, with an
average yield of 360 crateS' per acre and a total productibn of 1,296,000 crates.
In 1928 1,700 acres produced an average of 300 crates per acre for a total
production of 510,000' crates'. The acreage of cauliflower was more than doubled
last season. The increases were largely in the San Luis valley and Pueblo
county, where nearly all of the cauliflower in the state is produced. In 19'29
1,474 cars were shipped, compared with 843 cars in 1928. Some cauliflower
moved in mixed cars.

Onions-About 7,000 acres of onions were harvested in 1929, with a yield
of 369 bushels per acre and total production of 2,586,00{) bushels (including
146,000 bushels lost by freeze, which were excluded in computing total value).
I~ 1928 3,760 acres were harvested, with a yield of 330 bushels and total crop
of 1,241,000 bushels. The onion industry has been developing rapidly in Colo-
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rado during the past few years. The most marked increase occurred this year
in the Arkansas valley, where the acreage increased from about 1,200 acres pro
duced in 1928 to 4,000 acres in 1929. The northern Colorado and western slope
acreage remains more constant each year.

Shipments from the 1929 crop amounted to 4,042 cars. Of these 2,563 cars
moved from the Arkansas valley, 1,294 from the western slope, and 185 fronl
northern Colorado. From the 1928 crop 2,244 cars were shipped, of which 743
were from the Arkansas valley, 1,231 from the western slope, and 270 from
northern Colorado.

Melons-Eleven thousand acres of cantaloupes, honeydews, honey balls and
miscellaneous melons were harvested in 1929, with an average yield of 230
crates ,per acre and total production of 2,530,000 crates, compared with 9,O()(1

acres in 1928, an average yield of 130 crates and total production of 1,170,000
crates. Cantaloupe shipments. were 3,199 cars, compared with 2,110 cars in
1928. Shipments of miscellaneous melons, consisting of mixed cars of honey
dews, honey balls and cantaloupes, and straight cars of honeydews totalled
1,469 cars in 1929, compared with 679 cars in 1928. The Rocky Ford-Ordway
section produced a large crop of excellent quality melons but prices were so
low that some fields were not harvested. In 1929 500 acres of watermelons
were produced, compared with 570 acres in 1928. Thirty-one straight cars of
vvatermelons were shipped, compared with 35 cars the year before. Some
watermelons moved in mixed cars.

Celery-In 1929 1,050" acres of celery were harvested in Colorado, with an
average yield of 240 crates and total production of 252,000 crates. This COlli

pares with 900 acres harvested in 1928, a yield of 300 crates and total produc
tion of 270,000 crates. One hundred forty-nine cars were shiplped from the
1929 crop, compared with 188 cars in 1928. A large part of the Colorado celery
moves in mixed cars.

Lettuce-The 1929 lettuce acreage was the same as the previous year, or
9,800 acres, vlith an average yield of 110 crates and production of 1,078,000
crates. In 1928, with a yield of 115 crates, 1,127,00'0 crates were harvested. The
quality of lettuce varied all season as a result of excessive rains and periods of
extremely hot weather. Very strict grading became necessary in order to
market the crop. The freeze of September 8 caused Home loss. Shipments for
the 1929 season totalled 2,098 cars, of which 1,201 cars were shipped from the
San Luis valley, compared with 1,094 cars in 1928, and 523 cars from the
Moffat section, compared with 824 cars the previous season. Considerable let
tuce moved in mixed cars.

'Carrots-In 1929 850 acres of carrots were produced, with an average yield
of 280 bushels and total production of 238,0'00 bushels, compared with 600 acres
in 1928, yielding 240 bushels per acre and a production of 144,000 bushels. Only
78 cars were shipped during the 1929 season, compared with 216 cars the pre
vious year. Unfavorable prices were the chief cause of reduced shipments.

Cucumber Pickles-Two thousand four hundred acres of cucumbers were
produced for pickles in 1929, with an average yield of 115 bushels per acre and
total production of 276,000 bushels. In 1928 the area was 2,300 acres, average
yield per acre 101 bushels and total production 232,000 bushels.

Tomato'es-Two thous~and five hundred and twenty acres of tomatoes were
harvested in 1929, compared with 2,200 acres in 1928. Of this 600 acres were
for table use in 1929, the same acreage as 1928. One thousand nine hundred
and twenty acres were produced for manufacture in 1929 and 1,600 acres ill
1928. Fifty-five cars of tomatoes were shipped in 1929, compared with 59 cars
the previous year.

Garden Peas-Thirteen thousand one hundred acres of garden peas were
grown in 1929, compared with 9,500 acres' in 1928. Of the 1929 total 9,500 acres
were grown for market, producing an average of 81 hampers per acre or a
total production of 770,000 hampers, compared with 6,500 acres in 1928, an aver
age yield of 55 hampers per acre and production of 358,000 hampers.
'rhe San Luis valley is the heavy pea producing section of Colorado. Favorable
r.eturns from the 1928 crop encouraged a larger acreage in 1929. l:f'avorable
infection and blight, together with low prices, reduced the number of cars
moved in 1929 under early expectations. Four hundred fifty·nine cars were
shipped during the 1929 season, compared with 348 cars the year before. Can-
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ners had 3,600 acres in 1929, producing 6,394,000 pounds, compared with 3,000
acres' in 1928 and 5,700,000 pounds production.

Snap Beans-In 1929 2,800 acres were harvested, of which 2,300 acres were
harvested by canners, with a total production of 6,900 tons. Five hundred
acres were harvested for table use. In 1928 2,400 acres were harvested, of
which 1,600 acres were harvested by canners, with a total production of 3,400
~ons. Eight hundred acres were harvested for table use.

Mixed Vegetables-The shipments of mixed vegetables include a consider
able portion of the various vegetable crops produced, and the carlot movement
of individual crops does not fully represent the entire movement. In 1929 4,060
cars of mixed vegetables were moved, compared with 3,780 cars in 1928. D~nver

is the heaviest shipping IPoint for mixed vegetables, although the San Luis
valley ships mixed cars of peas, lettuce and cauliflower, the western slope
moves: mixed cars of onions and potatoes, the BTighton and Greeley districts
ship mixed cars of onions, potatoes, cabbage and other vegetables, and growers
in the Arkansas valley from Chaffee to Otero county ship many cars of mixed
vegetables.

FRUITS

Apples-The 1929 apple crop was 2,460,000 bushels, compared with 3,020,000
bushels produced in 1928. 8hipments from the 1929 crop were 2,315 cars, com
pared with 2,804 cars from the 1928 crop. The western slope counties (Delta,
Mesa, Montrose and Garfield) produce the bulk of the state's apple crop.
Apples are important in Otero, Jefferson, Arapahoe, Larimer and Boulder coun
ties.

Peaches-The 1929 peach crop was the largest ever produced in Colorado,
the total being 1,000,000 bushels, compared with 650,000 bushels produced in
1928. The Palisade district in Mesa county produces a large part of the Colo
rado peaches, with the North Fork siection of Delta county of commercial im
portance. One thousand seven. hundred and sixty-five cars of peaches from the
1929 crop were shipped in straight cars in addition to 250 Or 300 cars that
moved by truck, express and in mixed cars. Shipments from the 1928 crop
were 1,117 cars and from the 1927 crop 1,709 cars.

Pears-The 1929 pear crop was the largest in many years, 650,000 bushels
being produced, in contrast to the light 1928 crop of 185,000 bushels. Ship
ments were 1,081 cars and the previous year 264 cars.

Cherries-The 1929 crop was 4,500 tons, cOlnpared with 1~500 tons in 1928.
Cherries are produced principally in Larimer, Fremont, Jefferson, Delta, J\lesa
and Boulder counties. Sweet cherries are gro"rn in Delta and Mesa counties.

Plu"ms, Grapes and Small Fruits-The 1920 federal census, the latest in
formation available, gave Colorado 108,000 prune and plum trees, most of which
aTe grown in Boulder, Garfield, Jefferson, Delta, Mesa, Larimer, Montezuma,
lVlontrose, Pueblo, Fremont and Weld counties. Grapes are Iproduced in Delta,
Fremont, Jefferson, Mesa, Montezuma, M'ontrose, Pueblo and Garfield counties.
The 1929 crop is estimated at 374 tons, compared with 357 tons produced in
1928. Small fruit production in Colorado is increasing, but the production of
berries is not yet sufficient to meet the local demand. The federal census for
1920 showed 653 acres of strawberries, 600 acres of raspberries and 545 acres
of other small fruits.

LIVESTOCK

Information and tables covering livestock "rill be found in another s'€ction
of this bul1etin.

United States Figures-On page 13 will be found tables showing the acre
age, production and value of the principal crops in the United States.
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