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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS
FOR 1928

Value-The total value of the crops ,produced in Colorado in 1928 was
$117,283,000, compared with a total value of $125,524,000 in 1927. The final
estimates show 6,377,000 acres harvested in 1928, exclusive of orchards, com­
pared with 6,226,000 acres in 1927.

Colorado livestock was valued at $125,451,000 on January 1, 1929, com­
pared with $110,982,000 January 1, 1928, and $93,344,000 on January 1, 1927.
The 1929 valuation is the highest since 1920.

General Conditions-The winter of 1927-28 resulted in heavy abandonment
of winter wheat and rye. Spring moisture conditions were generally good ex­
cept in the eastern third of the state, which was relieved by moisture during
May. Spring crops were seeded under favorable conditions and growing
conditions were generally good until late in July. The late summer and early
tall found the eastern sections short of moisture, which cut the yields of spring
sown crops. Scattering hail storms did considerable damage during the
growing season. Irrigation water was generally ample, except that the San
Luis Valley had a short supply.

Wheat-While 1,538,000 acres of winter wheat was sown in the fall of 1927,
conditions were dry and winter abandonment was heavy, leaving 923,000 acres
for harvest in 1928, "with a yield of 12 bushels per acre, giving a total pro­
duction of 11,076,000 bushels. For the 1927 crop 1,551,000 acres was .planted,
1,086,000 acres harvested, with a yield of 13 bushels and a total production
of 14,118,000 bushels. About 92 per cent of the 1928 winter wheat crop was
grown without irrigation. In the fall of 1928, 1,307,000 acres of winter wheat
was sown for the 1929 harvest. The soil was very dry, seeding was delayed,
and late moisture retarded the growth of the crop. Winter damage was light,
but there was considerable wind damage during March and April, 1929. By
May 1, 1929, 13 per cent of the crop was abandoned, leaving 1,137,000 acres
for the 1929 harvest.

The 1928 spring wheat crop covered 416.000 acres, compared with 333,000
acres in 1927. The 1928 yield of 18 bushels gave a total crop of 7,488,000
bushels. compared 'with the 1927 yield of 18 bushels and total production of
5,994,000 bushels. Lack of moisture late in the season did some damage to
spring wheat in t.he eastern third of the state. About 39 per cent of the
spring wheat is irrigated.

Corn-The 1928 corn crop was 18,694,000 bushels, grown on 1,438,000 acres
with a yield of 13.0 bushels. In 1927, 1,284,000 acres was harvested, 'with a
yield of 15 bushels and a. total production of 19,902,000 bushels. The 1928
corn crop was seeded under favorable conditions, with a little too much rain
in places. The crop made a good growth, bun lack of moisture in the late
summer and fall reduced the yields. Of the 1,438,000 acres of corn harvested.
it is estimated that 1,007,000 acres was harvested for grain, 57,000 acres for
silage, and 374,000 acres grazed and hogged off. The yield of corn silage was
6.0 tons, compared with 5.7 tons in 1927. About 10 per cent of the corn is
irrigated.

Oats-The 1928 oats crop is estimated at 5,983,000 bushels from 193,000
acres, with a yield of 31.0 bushels, compared with the 1927 crop of 5,481,000
bushels from 189.000 acres, with a Yield of 29 bushels. In 1928, 95,000 acres
of oats was cut for hay. Colorado oats acreage has been decreasing for sev­
eral years. About 45 per cent of the crop is grown under ireIgattou.

Barley-The 1928 barley crop of 13,128,000 bushels was the largest ever
grown in Colorado, the yield being 24 bushels on 547,000 acres. In 1927 the
nrocuctton was 9,0~0,000 bushels, from 410,000 acres. Barley growing has in­
creased in Colorado, due to its value as a. feed crop. About 26 per cent of
the acreage is irrigated. The non-irrigat.ed yields were very good.

Rye-74,000 acres of rye harvested in, 1928 gave a. yield of 11.0 bushels
and a total production of 814,000 bushels, compared with 76,000 acres in 1927,
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a yield of 10.5 bushels and a total Iproduction of 798,000 bushels. There is
some spring rye and rye is also used for hay and pasture.

Potatoes-The 1928 potato acreage showed a 15 per cent increase over
1927. About 110,000 acres was harvested, with a yield of 122 bushels and total
production of 13,420,000 bushels, compared with 96,000 acres in 1927, a yield
of 150 bushels and total production of 14,400,000 bushels. The acreage was in­
creased heavily in the, Greeley district and there was some increase in the
San Luis valley, but a smaller acreage on the Western Slope. The season was
generally favorable in the Greeley area, with good yields, but quality was not
as good as usual. The Western Slope crop was generally good. The San
Luis valley had a most unfavorable year; irrigation water was short, yields
were the lightest in years, quality good, but tubers a little below average
in size. The price for the 1928 crop was very low, causing a serious loss to
potato growers. The shipments from the 1928 crop to April 22, 1929, were
13,125 cars, compared with 17,328 cars for the total 1927 crop, About 81 per
cent of the potatoes are grown on irrigated land.

Grain Sorghums-Approximately 256,000 acres of grain sorghums was
harvested in 1928, giving a total production of 2,560,000 bushels on a yield of
10 bushels. In 1927, 284,000 acres was harvested, with a yield of 10 bushels
and total production of 2,840,000 bushels. About 72,000 acres of the 1928 grain
sorghum crop was harvested for grain and 184,000 acres for forage. In addi­
tion to grain sorghums in 1928 there was 94,000 acres of sweet sorghums,
which were used mostly for forage.

Beans-The dry bean 'crop was increased in 1928, 309,000 acres being
harvested, with a yield of 4.5 bushels and total production of 1,390,000 bushels.
The 1927 crop was 1,546,000 bushels from 281,000 acres and a yield of 5.5
bushels. The 1928 bean crop was planted under most favorable conditions
and secured an excellent start, but lack of moisture, which developed late in
July and continued through August, reduced the yields over most of the state.
The bulk of the Colorado bean crop is the pinto variety. Seed beans are
grown extensively in the Greeley and Arkansas Valley sections. The 1928
seed bean crop in the Greeley area gave poor yields. The shipments from
the 1928 crop to March 31, 1929, were 1,259 cars. The 1927 crop shipments
were 1,710 cars.

Broom Corn-The 1928 broom corn crop was 6,100 tons, harvested from
36,000 acres with a yield of 340 pounds per acre. The 1926 crop was 4,400 tons,
with a yield of 315 pounds from 28,000 acres.

Hay-Hay is Colorado's leading crop in acreage and value. The 1928 tame
hay crop, consisting principally of alfalfa, with some clover, timothy and grain
hay, was 2,497,000 tons, harvested on 1,207,000 acres with a yield of 2.07 tons
per acre. The 1927 tame hay crop was 2,658,000 tons from 1,225,000 acres
and a yield of 2.17 tons. The 1928 crop of wild or native hay was 338,000
tons, with a yield of .9 ton on 376,00~ acres. The 1927 crop was 396,000 tons
from a yield of 1 ton on 396,000 acres. The winter of 1927-28, with some
disease, resulted in a considerable loss of alfalfa in northern Colorado and a
few other localities.

Sugar Beets-The 1928 sugar beet crop acreage was greatly reduced in
northern Colorado. The 1928 harvested crop 'was 2,322,000 tons with a yield
of 13 tons on 179,000 acres, while in 1927, 2,774,000 tons was harvested from
218,000 acres, with a yield of 12.7 tons.

Cabbage~About 3,100 acres of cabbage was harvested in 1928, giving a
total production of 44,600 tons, with an average yield of 14.4 tons per acre,
compared with 37,700 tons in 1927 from 2,600 acres, 'with a yield of 14.5 tons
per acre. The shipments from the 1928 crop were 1,162 cars, compared with
683 from the 1927 crop. In addition, some cabbage is moved in mixed cars.

Cauliflower-The 1928 cauliflower crop was increased in the San Luis
valley and Pueblo sections. About 1,700 acres was harvested, producing 510,000
crates with a yield of 300 crates per acre, compared with 1,160 acres, 336,000
crates and a yield of 290 crates in 1927. In all, 843 cars were shipped from
the 1928 crop, compared with 411 cars for 1927 and 211 cars in 1926.
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Onions-c-About 3,700 acres of onions was harvested in 1928, with a yield of
310 bushels and total production of 1,147,000 bushels, compared with 4,300
acres in 1927, a yield of 320 bushels and total crop of 1,376,000 bushels. Ship­
ments from the 1928 crop were 2,241 cars, compared with 1,460 from the 1927
crop and 1,758 from the 1926 crop. Onion growing has shown much increase
the past few years, of outstanding importance being the recent development of
the Valencia crop in the Arkansas valley, where 730 cars were moved from
the 1928 crop, compared with 183 cars in 1927. The 1928 acreage was re­
duced in the Olathe-Montrose territory. The 1928 onion crop brought good
returns and was of very good quality, compared with poor returns for the 1927
crop, with many onions that did not move.

Metcns-e-Colorado harvested 9,000 acres of cantaloupes, honey fall, and
honey dew melons in 1928, with a total production of 1,170,000 crates, compared
with 12,100 acres and 1,537,000 crates in 1927. Cantaloupe shipments were
2,106 cars, compared with 2,995 cars in 1927. A total of 679 cars of miscel­
laneous melons, consisting of mixed cars of honey dews, honey falls and canta­
loupes, and straight cars of honey dews, compared with 985 cars in 1927. The
Rocky Ford-Ordway section, which produces most of the melons, suffered
serious hail damage, resulting in a considerable reduction in the crop.

The 1928 watermelon crop was 600 acres, compared with 700 acres in
1927. Thirty-five straight cars moved, with some watermelons going in mixed
cars. In 1927, 34 cars were shipped.

Celery-The 1928 celery crop was 270,000 crates, harvested from 900 acres
with a yield of 300 crates. In 1927, 282,000 crates was harvested from 940
acres, with a yield of 300 crates. Shipments from the 1928 crop were 188 cars,
compared with 161 cars from the 1927 crop, while some celery moved in
mixed cars.

Lettuce-The lettuce acreage was reduced to 9,800 acres harvested in 1928,
which, with a yield of 115 crates, gave a total production of 1,127,000 crates,
compared with 13,240 acres harvested in 1927, a total production of 1,456,000
crates and a yield of 110 crates. Dry weather and lack of irrigation water
reduced the San Luis valley crop, where shipments were 1,094 cars, com­
pared "with 1,408 cars in 1927. The Moffat section shipped 824 cars, compared
with 996 cars in 1927. The total shipments of straight cars of lettuce were
2,368 cars, compared with 2,848 cars in 1927. Considerable lettuce moves in
mixed cars.

Tomatoes-Tomatoes were harvested in 1928 from 2,200 acres, compared
with 2,800 acres in 1927. Of this acreage 600 acres was for table use in 1928,
compared with 800 acres in 1927. Canners had 1,600 acres of tomatoes in
1928, compared with 2,000 acres in 1927. Fifty-nine cars of tomatoes were
shipped from the 1928 crop, while in 1927, 20 cars moved.

Millet-About 94,000 acres of millet was harvested in 1928, compared with
109,000 acres in 1927. About one-third of the millet is harvested for seed, the
remainder being cut for hay or pastured. Millet has proved a very valuable
feed crop and is grown mostly in the northeastern and east-central sections.

Field Peas-The field pea acreage in 1928 was 73,000, compared with
72,000 acres in 1927. Most of the field peas are grown in the San Luis valley.
A large part of the crop is grazed and hogged off, with some r-ut for bay.

Peas for Canning and Market-Approximately 9,500 acres of garden peas
was grown in 1928, compared with 5,900 acres in 1927:' Of the -total. 6,500
acres was grown for market in 1928, producing 357,000 hampers, compared
with 4,000 a.cres and 200,000 hampers in 1927. Canners had 3,000 acres in
1928, producing 5,700,000 pounds, compared with 1.900 acres in 1927 and
3,420,000 pounds productiou.

Seed Crops-Seed crops in Colorado are an important item, as the climate
and other conditions are very favorable for the production of high class seeds.
Cucumbers and cantaloupes are grown extensively for seed in the Arkansas
valley, but the 1928 acreage was smaller than in 1927, due to large stocks of
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these seeds on hand. Vegetable and flower seeds are also grown in the
Arkansas valley.

Seed beans (garden varieties) are grown extensively in the Greeley and
Rocky Ford sections. Seed beans are the state's most important seed crop,
and in 1928 amounted to about 18,000 acres.

Alfalfa seed is grown in the Arkansas valley and other sections.

Mixed Veqetables-c-T'he shipment of mixed vegetables is an important part
of the movement of truck and other crops, there being 3,780 cars of mixed
vegetables from the 1928 crop moved to April 22, 1929, compared with 3,444
cars for the total 1927 crops. The bulk of the mixed car movement is from
Denver but the San Luis valley, Custer, Fremont, and Chaffee counties move
mixed cars of peas, cauliflower and lettuce. The \lV estern Slope moves mixed
cars of onions and potatoes. The Brighton and Greeley sections ship mixed
cars of onions, potatoes, cabbage, and other vegetables.

Apples-The 1928 apple crop was 3,020,000 bushels, compared with
2,592,000 bushels in 1927. Carlot shipments to April 22, 1922, were 2,825 cars,
compared with a total movement of 2,228 cars from the 1927 crop. The West­
ern Slope counties (Delta, Mesa, Montrose and Garfield) produce the bulk of
the state's apple crop. Apples are important crops in Fremont, Montezuma
and Larimer counties, and are also grown commercially in Otero, Jefferson,
Arapahoe and Boulder counties.

Peaches-The 1928 peach crop was light, due to frost damage, the total
production being 600,000 bushels, compared with 892,000 bushels in 1927. Prac­
tically all of the peaches are grown in the North Fork section of Delta county
and the Palisades section of Mesa county. Shipments from the 1928 crop were
1,117 cars, compared with 1,709 cars in 1927 and 1,271 cars in 1926.

Pears-The 1928 pear crop was the smallest in many years, due to frost
damage. The total production was 185,000 bushels, compared with 480,000
bushels in 1928. Shipments were 264 cars, compared with 737 cars in 1927
and 750 cars in 1926.

Cherries-The 1928 cherry crop was very light and was only 1,500 tons,
compared with 4,200 tons in 1927 and 7,000 tons in 1926. Cherries are pro­
duced principally in Larimer, Fremont, Jefferson, Delta, Mesa and Boulder
counties. Sweet cherries are grown in Delta and Mesa counties.

Plums, Grapes, Small Fruits-The late.st information, the Federal census
for 1919, gave Colorado 108,000 plum and prune trees, most of these trees be­
ing in Boulder, Garfield, Jefferson, Larimer, Delta, Mesa, Montezuma, Montrose,
Pueblo, Fremont and Weld counties.

Grapes are produced in Delta, Fremont, Jefferson, Mesa, Montezuma, Mont­
rose, Pueblo and Garfield counties. The 1928 grape' crop was estimated at 357
tons, compared with 314 tons in 1927.

Small fruit production is increasing, but the production of berries takes
care of only a small part of the local demand. The Federal census for 1919
shows 653 acres of strawberries, 600 acres of raspberries and 545 acres of other
small fuits.

Livestock-Infornlation and tables covering livestock will he found in an­
other section of this bulletin.

United States Figures-"On page 12 will be found tab-les showing the acre­
age, production and value of the principal crops in the United States.
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