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COLORADO AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS
FOR 1927

Annual Crop and Livestock Summary-According to the finalesttmates made
by the Colorado Co-operative Crop Reporting Service, C0111 bined value of all
crops and livestock for the state of Colorado on January 1, 1928, was $32,894,000
more than on January 1, 1927. The value of all crops, according to this report
in the final estimates, was $132,316,000 for 1927, compared with $121,631~OOO

for 1926. Based on the value of 22 principal crops, the United States De
partment of Agriculture fixed the hypothetical value of. all crops for 1927 for
Colorado at $123,524,000, compared to $108,838,000 in 1926. The estimated value
01' all livestock on January 1, 1928, was $112,552,000, compared with $93,344,00-0
on January 1, 1927. The total value of all crops and livestock was $235,076,00)
on January 1, 1928, compared with $202,182,000 a year ago. The final estimates
made by the Co-operative Crop Reporting Service were based upon reports
of county assessors, the federal cens us, special surveys and other data, and
placed the total acreage of all crops harvested in Colorado in 1927, exclusive
of orchards, at 6,621,000 acres, compared with the revised estimate of 6,471,000
!Hcres harvested in 1926. The acreage data shown by the federal census and the
assessors and other sources of Information are more or less incomplete and
have been modified to some extent to reach as nearly as possible 100 percent
for each crop, and the modifications have been made by counties and for the
state las a whole.

General Conditlons-The season of 1927 started off with quite favorable
moisture conditions- for the major p-ortion of the state except parts of the east
ODd southeast. During the month of March, a RnO\V with good moisture con
tent. fell over most of the state, rendering early soil conditions excellent, and
other rains occurred until about April 15, when a prolonged drouth again set
in and was not broken until June 5 in most sections and not until after
June 15 in the felXtreme southeast. During the remainder of June, July and the.
forepart of August rains occurred, making moisture conditions for growing
crops quite favorable but delayed harvesting of wheat and other grains and
induced rust and blight in beans, especially in the north-central part of the
state. After August 15 rains were spotted land very little fell during the follow
ing fall and winter months, T'his drouth throughout the fall and winter made
it difficult to obtain good stands of winter wheat and rye that was planted
for the 1928 harvest. Throughout the season of 1927 water for irrigation was
generally ample and in some sections abundant. Reservotrs were well filled,
resulting mostly in good crops in the irrigated sections, with the exception of
damage by hail, rust and blight. About July 13 one of the most disastrous
hail storms in the history of the state crossed in a southeasterly direction
over the most productive portion of Weld county, causing great loss and
cl anlage to crops.

Wheat-The area sown to winter wheat in the fall of 1926 was estimated
at 1,641;000 acres and the acreage harvested in the season of 1927 was esti
mated at 1,2311000 acres after winter and summer abandonment and failure,
aggregating 410,000 acres. This 1,231,000 acres harvested in 1927 is compared
With 1.207,000 acres harvested in 1926. The total production for the 1927 crop,
hased on an average yield of 13 bushels per acre, was 16,003,000 bushels, COU1
pared with 14,484,000 bushels in 1926. The 1927 crop was -greatly damaged
by the drouth during May and again suffered considerable loss bv excessive
moisture at harvest time. In Colorado only 7.fi percent of the ··aereage of
Winter wheat is grown under irrigation, the remainder being a non-irrigated
crop. The constantly decreasing percentage of irrigated winter wheat largely
accounts for the reduction of average yields in recent years,

In 1927 about 333,000 acres of spring wheat was harvested compared with
2SY,OOO acres in 1926. There is a wide 'Variation in yields for both spring and
\\'lnter wheat. Usually conditions are less favorable for spring wheat for dry
land culture than for winter wheat, but the average yield for the state as a
"?101e is generally greater than for 'winter wheat because of the larger percent
01 the spring wheat acreage grown under irrigation, which was about 41 percent
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in 1927. The 1927 spring 'wheat crop suffered somewhat with the drouth during
May and was considerably injured by the excesstve rains during harvest time.
The irrigated spring wheat did very well. The average yields for spring wheat
vary from less than 4 bushels per acre in some localities on non-irrigated lands
to the maximum of 50 to 75 bushels per acre on irrigated lands. In the season
of 1927 there was very little, damage to wheat from rust, but the crop suffered
more than usual trom hail.

It is estimated that 1,559,000 acres of winter wheat was planted in the
state in the fall of 1927, about 5 percent less than in the fall of 1926. Owing
to dry soil conditions and drouth throughout the fall and winter, the 1928 crop
made an unfavorable start and the condition on December 1, 1927, was only
73 percent, three points higher than the preceding year, compared to 84, the
ten-year average for December 1. The acreage of the 1928 winter wheat crop
reached May 1, 1928, showing an abandonment of 35 percent of that which
was planted, compared with an average abandonment for the preceding five
years of 13.5 percent.

Corn-The area devoted to corn in 1927 was 1,4126,000 acres, compared with
1,496,000 acres harvested in 1926. Moisture conditions were somewhat unfavor
able at planting time and the crop got a late start but did well during most
of the season, reaching harvest time somewhat immature and with consider
able soft corn. The total production of all corn in the state for 1927 is esti
mated at 15,515,000 bushels, or an average of 16 bushels per acre, compared
with 10,,472,0'00 bushels or an average of 7 bushels per acre for 1926. In
Colorado about 9 percent of the corn acreage is on irrigated land. Corn ranks
first in acreage as a single crop, but is never all harvested for grain in this
state, some of it being cut for silage and some pastured or harvested for
forage and fed as a mixed, grain and stover ration. In past years much of
the crop was fed in the field, grazed by sheep and hogs. The estimate is made
as if the entire acreage were harvested for grain, and production and values
are computed on tb at basis.

Oats-In 1927 about 189,000 acres of oats was harvested for grain, COlll

pared with 195,00'0 acres' in 1926. It is estimated that about 92,000 acres more
was cut green for hay, or pastured. About 46 percent of the oats acreage is
under irrigation and 54 percent upon non-irrigated lands. This crop also
suffered somewhat f'rom the exceptionally dry weather during May.

Barley-About 456,000 acres of barley was harvested for grain, compared
with 380,000 acres in 1926. In Colorado only about 25 percent of the barley
area is classed as under irrigation, with 75 percent upon non-irrtgated' lands.
The average yield in 1927 is estimated at 22 bushels per acre, compared with
16 bushels in 1926. The total production is placed at 10,032,000 bushels, corn
pared with 6,080,000 bushels a year ago. The acreage of barley iSI being in
creased quite rapidly, as it has proven to be a good feed crop and does quite
well under dry land culture.

Rye~Of the entire acreage planted to rye, about 85.000' acres is estimated
as having been harvested for grain, compared with 89,00{) acres in 1926. Much
rye is planted for pasture and some for hay, the total acreage being about
116,000 acres, compared with 121,000 acres in 1926. Of the acreage harvested
for grain, about 18 percent is spring sown and the remainder fall sown. 'I'he
average yield is placed at 10.5 bushels per acre, compared with 11.5 bushels a
year ago.

Potatoes-Reports indicate that about 113,000 acres of potatoes 'was har
vested in 1927, compared with 84,000 acres harvested in 1926. In Colorado
about 82 percent of the acreage devoted to this crop is under irrigation land
the remainder, 18 percent, upon non-irrigated lands. In the non-irrigated sec
tions, this crop was somewhat spotted but generally did much better thau
usual, in the season of 1927. Yields in the principal commercial areas under
irrigation produced about the usual crop except in the western slope sections,
where blight and other disease factors made the early crop almost a complete
failure. Due to the generally La,rge crop throughout the United States, prices
for potatoes' averaged much lower than in the preceding three years. The
average yield for 1927 for Colorado is estimated at 142 bushels per acre, corn-
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pared with 140 bushels in 19;26. The carlot shipments from the 1927 crop
amounted to 1'0,842 cars up to May, 1928, compared' with 14,200 cars for the
entire 1926 crop.

Grain Sorghums-Reports indicate that about 2S4,00n acres was devoted
to grain sorghums (kafir, milo, feterita) in 1927, compared with 227,000 acres
in 1925. Of this acreage it is estimated that about 60,00·0 acres was harvested
strictly as grain, while the remaining 224,00'0 acres was harvested as a com
bined grain and stover ration. In addition to the grain sorghums it is estimated
there was about 104,000 acres of sweet sorghums (amber and orange cane),
compared 'with 110,.000 acres in 1926. Sweet sorghums are used largely as a,
hay crop, though it is estimated that about 6,000 acres is harvested for seed.
In addition to grain and sweet sorghums, there is also .about 20,000 acres of
sudan grass, compared with 26,000 acres in 1926. The sudan grass is used as
hav, and the acreage and production are included in the tame hay crop. In
Colorado all but about 21;2 percent of the sorghums is grown on dry land farms.
Sorghums constitute one of the main crops of this class of farming, especially
in the eastern and southeastern parts of the state. Baca county leads in the
acreage and production of grain sorghums, with over 72,000 acres, compared
with its nearest competitor, Cheyenne county, with over 32,000 acres. The
season of 19'27 was very favorable for this crop and much surplus. feed was
produced and is held in reserve for less favorable seasons.

Bean·s-There 'was considerable decrease in the acreage of beans harvested
in 1927, when about 287,000 acres was harvested, compared wlth 350,000 acres
in 1926. The season was quite favorable for this crop at planting! time and
continued favorable through June, July and the forepart of August. when as a
result of continued rains and excessive heat, disastrous rust and blight damage
developed in the north-central part of the state, largely covering Adams, Weld
and Morgan counties and resulting in very low yield and production for this
entire important section. In addition to the rust damage, a large acreage of
Weld county beans was destroyed by the heavy hail of July 13. The average
yield for the acreage harvested for the entire state was placed at 5l;,~ bushels
per acre, compared with 3 bushels per acre in 1926, and the total production
amounted to 1,578,000 bushels, compared with 1,050,0-00 bushels in 1926. Weather
at harvest time was favorable in most sections. In addition to the acreage
devoted to the general crop of beans there. was about 9,000 acres grown under
contract with seed companies and others for seed, compared with 11,500 acres
in 1926. The seed beans are grown largely in Weld county, with Greeley as
the center of the district, though a few acres are grown in several other
counties throughout the state. The seed beans are principally snap or garden
varieties. The general crop grown in Colorado for the consumers' market is
mostly pintos, which constitute about 92 percent of the entire bean acreage
of the state. Seed beans are grown almost wholly under irrigation, while
only about 22 percent of the pintos of the general crop is grown on. irrigated
land. the remaining 78 percent being non-Irr-igated. In addition to these two
classes of dry beans, there is about 1,460 acres of snap beans grown wholly
under irrigation for canning and the snap bean market.

Broomcorn-The acreage devoted to broomcorn in 1927 was about the
sarn« as in 19'26. amounting to 33,000 acres compared with 32,000 acres last year.
Early conditions were unfavorably dry but rains beginning about June 15 made
it possible to plant a little in excess of the usua.l acreage. The remainder of
the season continued favorable and a heavier average yield was produced, mak
ing a totaL production of 5.360\ tons, cornpared with 2,400 tuns on about the
san18 acreage in 1926. The broomcorn in Colorado is gTO\Vn in the southeastern
part of the state, with Baca county as the heaviest producer, having 26,880
acres, compared to Prowers county, the next county in importance, with 4,400
acres.

Hay-If all varieties of crops used for hay in Colorado were classed as
a single crop, then hay, as has been the situation for many years, is the state's
Ieadtng crop, both in acreage and value. In 1927 hay continued to rank first
In value and acreage, 'with 1.646.000 acres" compared with 1,G18,OOO acres in
19.2G. The total value of the hay crop is estimated at $28.267,000, compared
;Vlth $27,863,000 in 1926. However, hay can hardly be classed as a single crop
III this state, since it consists of alfalfa. timothy. clover, sudan grass, III illet,
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some other tame grasses, a large variety of 'wild grasses, a considerable acre
age of grains cut green, and such annual legumes as field peas and some beans.
Alfalfa is by far the most important, with 853,{IOO acres, compared with 879,000
acres in 1926. The heavy reduction was due to loss account of winter killing
and root rot, especially severe in the northern part of the state. The acreage
devoted to each variety of tame hay, including portions cut for seed, will be
found on another page of this bulletin. The total area of all varieties of
tame hay was 1,250,000 acres, compared with 1,258,000 acres in 1926.

Sugar Beets-e--T'h.e preliminary reports of the sugar manufacturers in Colo
rado placed the area harvested in the state in 1927 at 218,0-00 acres, compared
with the final estimate of 211,000- acres in 1926. This crop is grown wholly
under irrigation and in most sections the season was exceptionally favorable,
resulting in a high average yield and large production, amounting to 2,754,000
tons, compared with 2,912,000 tons in 1926. The value of the 1927 crop is
estimated at $22,032,000, compared with $23/50'c)QO in 1926. Conditions were
about equally favorable for both the 1927 and 1926 crops. Most of the beets
in Colorado are paid for on the sliding scale, based on the sugar content in
the beets and the average price of wholesale sugar during the year, so that
the final value of the beets cannot be determined until nearly a year after they
are harvested. The value' of the beet tops as pasture and feed for 218,000
acres is estimated at $1,373,000, compared with $1,456,000 for 211,000 acres in
1926.

Cabbage-The total area devoted to cabbage in Colorado in 1~27 was esti
mated at 2,600 acres, compared with 3,220 acres in 1926. This includes a small
acreage grown under contract for kraut. Of the total acreage reported, 1,100
acres is considered as domestic or early cabbage, compared with 1,45\ acres
in 1926, and 1,50'0 acres as Danish or late cabbage, compared with 1,770 acres
the preceding year. The strictly commercial cabbage is estimated at 2,100 acres,
compared with 3,220 acres in 1926. The average yield of commercial cabbage
in 1927 was 14.9 tons per acre, compared with 13.6 tons the preceding year:
the production 31,300 tons, compared with 43,800 tons in 1926, and t.l.e total
value was estimated at $435,000, compared with $319,OnO in 1!J26. In addition to
the commercial cabbage there was scattered acreage in different counties which
brought the total acreage of cabbage in 1927 t.o 2,600 acres: compared with
S,400 acres in 1926, and the total value of all cabbage to $538,90'" compared to
$319,000 in 1926. From the 1927 crop 661 cars of cabbage was shipped, com
pared with 1,274 cars from the crop of 1926. It is difficult to determine the
exact amount of cabbage produced, as shown by carlot shipment.s, as a large
percent of the crop is shipped with mixed vegetables, of which there were
3,374 cars shipped trom the 1927 crop, compared with 3,473 cars from the
192G crop. Wield county leads in the growing of cabbage, with about 1,120
acres, compared 'with Adams county, second, with 750 acres.

Cau liflower-In 1927 about 1.160 acres of cauliflower was reported, com
pared to 1,100 acres in 1926. Based on the carlot movement, straight and
m ix ed cars, the production is estimated at 232.000 crates, compared with 198,000
crates in 1926, and the crop is, valued at $413,000, compared with $228,000 in
192(). The strictly commercial acreage is slightly less than the acreage repre
sented. Cauliflower is grown ext.ensively around Denver for local use and
m ixed vegetable shipment and is also becoming important in the higher alti
tudes, where it is being marketed in connection with lettuce and p-eas. TIle
total number of straight carloads of cauliflower shipped in 1927 was 411. COllI

pared with 220 cars in 1926.

Onf ons-s-About 4,300 acres was devoted to the growing of commercial
onions in 1927, compared to 3,700 acres in 1926. The season was quite favor
able for this crop until nearly harve-st time, when extensive rains caused
some second growth and deterioration. The average yield for 1927 was 2<15
bushels per acre, compared with 275 bushels in 1926. The total production
is estimated at 1,054,000 bushels, compared to 1,018,000 bushels the preceding
year. Shipments f'rorn the 1927 crop amounted to 1,456 cars, compared with
1,758 cars in ] 926. In addition to the general crop of dry onions, it is esti·
mated there is about 200 acres of green and seed onions. Montrose county
leads with 2,020 acres, compared with Delta County, 1,130 acres; and Weld
county, third, with 4:30 acres. Onions are grown in many other counties, and
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the growing of Valencia onions is becoming of great importance in the Arkansas
vallev, especially in Otero county, which is credited with about 350 acres in
19:!7.

Melons-Reports indicate that 1:3,550 acres of cantaloupes was planted in
1927, compared with 13,800 acres in 1926. Of the area planted, about 12,101)
acres was harvested as a commercial crop, compared 'with 11,670 acres in 1926.
The tote.I acreage includes not only cantaloupes for market, but also honeydews
and some cantaloupes for seed. It is estimated that about 1,450 acres of
cantaloupes was grown for seed, compared with 1,700 acres last year. The
.otal production of cantaloupes amounted to 1,815,000' crates, compared with
1,984,000 crates in 1926. The price received 'was estimated at $1.05 per crate,
compared with $1.17 per crate in 1926. The cantaloupe crop is grown commer
cially principally in the Arkansas valley, in Otero, Crowley and Bent counties,
with smaller acreages in Pueblo and Prowers counties and minor acreages in
II few counties in northern Colorado and on the: western slope. The number
of cars of cantaloupes and honeydews shipped Irom: the 1927 crop amounted
to 2,996 cars, compared with 3,574 cars in 1926, and 3,224 cars in 1925. The
entire acreage of watermelons is' estimated at 1,200 acres grown for all pur
poses. The strictly commercial acreage is estimated at 320 acres in 1927,
compared with 300 acres in 1926. Watermelons are grown mostly in the
Arkansas valley but scattered acreages in farm gardens are reported in most
of the counties of the state.

Celery-The celery industry in Colorado holds about steady. The acreage
harvested in 1927 was estimated at 940 acres, the same as' 'was harvested' in

19:26. Jefferson and Adams counties lead in the production of this crop. There
is also consid erable commercial acreage in Arapahoe, El Paso, Pueblo and
Fremont counties. The crop is being tried out in a limited way in the higher
altitudes. The production in 1927 was estimated at 306,000 crates, compared
to 282.000 crates in 1926. The season of 1927 was generally favorable, more
so than 1926, when considerable damage occurred from rust. The total .num-
ber of cars of straight celery reported amount to 69, compared with 211 cars in
1!)2G. Much celery moves in mixed vegetable carlot shipments. and total ship
ments are not easily determined.

Lettuce-The production of lettuce in Colorado continues as an Important
industry, with the acreage holding about steady at 13,240 acres in" 1927. corn
pared with about the same acreage the preceding year. It is difficult to esti
mate correctly the actual acres harvested, as there is considerable acreage
every year partly or entirely a failure or not harvested account of too 10\" prices.
The crop is very largely head lettuce, grown in altitudes above 6,000 feet.
The season of 1927 was more favorable than usual but much acreage was only
partly harvested account of too low prices at the peak of the shipping season.
as the market was quite unfavorable when the bulk of the crop was ready
to move. The total production Of lettuce is estimated at 1.536.000 crates, COIll

pared 'with 1,523,000 crates in 1926. The average price was somewhat higher
than in the preceding year. being $1.63 compared with $1.43 last year. The
total value of the 1927 crop, including containers and p/acking charges, 'was
about $2,504,000, compared with $2,178.000 in 1926. The number of straight cars
of head lettuce shipped Irom the 1927 crop was 2,789, compared with 2~795 in
1926, and 3,096 in 1925. Considerable additional lettuce moves in mixed
Yegetable carlot shipments.

Tomatoes-In 1927 about 2,890 acres of tomatoes was re-ported for all pur
poses. as compared wtth 2,950 acres in 1926. Of the 1927 acreage, 2,250 acres
was for manufacture, compared 'with 2,350 acres in 1926. and 250 acres for
comnlercial table use, as compared with ~110 acres in 192'6. Of the tomatoes
for manufacture in 1927, 11.200 tons were produced, compared with 17,t500
tons in 1926, and the value for manufacture was $134,OlH), compared with
$~ll,OOO the preceding year. For table use 4·1.000 bushels were produced, as
conlpared with 110,000 in 1926, with ,a value of $37,000 in 1927. compared with
$84,000 the preceding year. The total value of tomatoes for both manufacture
and table use was $171.nOO. compared with $295,000 in 1926. 'I'ornatoes for
lllHllllfacture are grown under contract for factories in "Veld, Boulder, ....Adams,
Denvsr-, Mesa. Delta, Otero, Crowley and Fremont counties.



AGRICULTURAL S'1'ATISTICS

MlHet-e-Approxlmately 104,000 acres was grown in the state in 1927, com
pared with 89,500 acres in 1926. Of the area devoted to millet, it is estimated
that about 35,00-0 acres was, cut for seed, mos.t of the remainder being cut for
hay or pastured. The average yield of the seed crop was about 10 bushels per
acre and the total production was 350,000 bushels, compared with 231,000 bushels
in 1926. El Paso county leads, with over 10,000 acres, followed closely by
Weld and most of the northeastern counties, including Phillips, Yuma, Wash
ington, Morgan and Logan.

Field Peas-About 72,000 acres of field peas was grown in the state in
1927, of which about 25 to 30 percent is estimated to have been cut for grain,
the remainder being eith er cut for hay or pastured in the field. Most of the
crop has a value equivalent to that cut for grain. A very large percent of
this crop is grown in the San Luis valley, Rio Grande county leading, with
26,150 acres; Saguache being second, with 16,855 acres. land Costilla third, with
about 11,740 acres. It is the practice in this section to pasture a large portion
of this crop in the fields without cutting or harvesting. Sheep and hogs are the
principal stock to utilize this crop.

Peas for Canning and M~rket--In addition to field peas, there was harvested
about 5,900 acres of peas for canning and market in 1927, compared with 4,510
acres in 1926. Of the entire acreage about 3,870 acres in 1927 was considered
as commercial green pod 'Peas, compared with 1,940 acres in 1926. Peas for
canning in 1927 totaled about 2,030 acres, compared with 2,570 acres the pre
ceding year. Most of the peas planted for canning purposes are grown in the
north-central counties, Weld, Larimer, Boulder and Adams leading in the order
ruamed. Green peas for table consumption are grown mostly around Denver,
Pueblo and Canon City in the lower altitudes, and in the San Luis valley and
Chaffee county for the later production in the higher altitudes. Green peas
for table use 'are an important crop in the higher altitudes and are shipped in
mixed ears with head lettuce and cauliflower in the late summer and fall, at
which time prices are usually good for this crop as the market is comparatively
bare.

Seed Crops-The production of seed crops in Colorado continued to show
a steady development. The climate and other conditions in Colorado are largely
favorable for high class seed crops in addition to such staple seed crops as
millet, alfalfa, sweet sorghums and sweet clover. Seed beans still hold the
distinction of having the largest acreage, being about 9,000 acres, compared
to 11,500 acres last year. These are grown mostly in Weld county. Cucumbers
are next in importance, amounting to 2,850 acres for seed, compared with
6,050 acres in 1926. In addition to.-the cucumbers for seed, there was about
:3,130 acres grown for pickles, compared to 2,900 acres last year. Vegetable
seeds are grown chiefly in the Arkansas valley, Otero and Crowley counties
leading, with minor acreages grown in Fremont county and the' Greeley district
of Weld county in the northern part of the state. There is, a small acreage, of
alfalfa saved fOT seed, from which about 2:900 acres was harvested in 1927.
compared with 4,730 acres harvested in 1926. Most of this acreage was saved
in the Arkansas vialley and in the western slope counties. The acreage and
production vary greatly f rorn year to year, as seasons are not uniformly favor
able for alfalfa seed crops, In addition to the seed crops mentioned, other
garden and seed crops are estimated to amount to about 9,050 acres, compared
with 9,880 acres in 1926. This acreage includes pumpkin, squash and flower
seeds and considerable varieties of melon seeds.

Mixed Vegetables-In connection with the marketing of the various vege
table crops grown in Colorado, considerable portions are shipped as mixed
vegetables, and the carlot movement of the individual vegetable crops does
not fully represent the entire movement. The number of cars of mixed vegetables
shipped from the 1927 crop was 3,374 ears, compared to 3,473 cars in 1926,
4,111 cars in 1925 land 1,351 cars in 1920.

. Apples-The total production of apples in Colorado for 1927 was estiInated
at 2.592.000 bushels, compared with 3,444,000 bushels in 1926 and with the
record crop of recent years in 1fl22, when 4,250,000 bushels was produced.
The commercial crop is estimated at 751,000 barrels, compared with 969,000
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barrels in 1926. Prices were very much better, nearly double those of 1926,
enabling the producers to receive some very satisfactory returns. The industry
suffered some disadvantages from the new regulations concerning the wiping
of apples and preparation for market. The total value of the agricultural crop
was estimated at $2,851,000, compared 'with $2,411,000 in 1926, although produc
tion was nearly a million bushels less than in 1926. The leading counties in
the order of production of apples are Delta, Mesa, Fremont and Montrose, with
considerable production in Larimer, Otero, Garfield and Montezuma counties.
Shipments from the 1927 crop amounted to 2,234 cars, compared 'with 2,877
cars in 1926 and with 3,891 cars, the high record movement from the 1921 crop.

Peaches-The 1927 peach crop was a little less than in 1926 and amounted
to 892,000 bushels, compared with 976,000- bushels in 1926 and 450,000 bushels
in. 1925. The census of 1925 reported 395,000 peach trees of all ages and a
production of 720,0'00 bushels in 1924. Peach prices were slightly better than
for the 1926 crop. The peach shipment from the 1927 crop was 1,777 cars,
compared with 1,278 cars in 1926, and 834 cars in 1925. The leading peach
counties in order of production are Mesa, Delta, Montezuma, Montrose and
Garfield.

Pears-The production of pears in the state suffered some reduction in
1927 and ,vas estimated at 480,000 bushels, compared with 564,000 in 1926. The
shipments from the 1927 crop amounted to 742 cars, compared with 754 cars
in 1926 and 955 ears, the record shipment in 1924. The 1920 census reported
1:36,000 trees of bearing age and 40,000 trees not of bearing age, and 270,000
bushels harvested. Practically all trees should now be of bearing age. Most
of the pears of the state are produced in Mesa County, with minor production
in Delta and Montrose counties.

Cherries-1927 was only a fair cherry year for Colorado, production being
about 4,2001 tons, compared with 7,000 tons in 1926, 2,600 tons in 1925 and 650
tons in 1924. The census of 1920 reported 349,000 trees of bearing age, 75,000
trees not of bearing '3..ge, and 5,500 tons of cherries harvested that season.
Practically all these trees are now of bearing age and the normal crop would
be considerably larger than in the census year. The leading cherry counties
are Larimer, Fremont a.nd Jefferson, with considerable production also in
Otero and Delta counties. In Delta county a good many sweet cherries are
produced and this kind of cherry is becoming quite important. The cherry
industry is greatly expanding, many new trees having been set recently. The
value of the crop in 1927 is estimated IRt $420,000, compared with $700,000
in 1~)26 and $396,000 in 1925.

Plums, Grapes and Small Fruits-According to the federa.l census of Jan
uary 1, 192,0, the number of plum and prune trees of bearing age was 80,027:
not of bearing age 28,035; grape vines 125,027 of bearing age and 15,836 not of
hearing age. All these trees and vines are now of bearing age. There were
65:3 acres of strawberries, 600 acres of raspberries, and about 104 acres of
bil'a,ckberries, dewberries and loganberries at the beginning of 1920. Tbe
production of these small fruits has been greatly increasing in recent years,
though there was some decline from 1910 to 1920. The value of miscellaneous
fruits was estimated at $t)OO,OOO, compared 'with $550,000 in ·;1926. The esti
mated production of grapes alone was 314 tons, valued at $34,400. compared
to 320 tons, valued at $32,000 in 1926.

Livestock-In this bulletin will be found tables, showing the numbers.
values and other informatton relating to the different classes of livestock for
January 1, 1928, and cornparattve information for preceding years.

United States Figures-On pages 44 and 45 of this bulletin. will be found
a general table showing the acreage, production and value of the principal
United States crops for the vear 1927 and comparative inrormatton for 1926.
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