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Preliminary Acreage Estimates-The estimates of acreage for the 1927 crops in
Colorado given in this bulletin are preliminary estimates of acreage left for harvest and
not necessarily equal to acres planted, While reasonably accurate, the acreages are
established in comparison, in a percentage way, 'with the acreages of corresponding
crops for 1926 and Iormer years, and are subject to revision in December. "when general
revisions of all acreages and production figures will be made in harmony with acreages
indicated by special reports and the annual findings of county assessors. In this state
there are many acres of small grains harvested for hay and forage, pastured or aban
doned. varying in different seasons. The amount of this acreage is not fully determined
this early in the season.

Figures and text description for Colorado crop conditions for March, ...April, May,
June and July have been issued in mimeograph Iorrn and the figures have also been
published in the "Crops and Markets." a monthlv publication of the lTnited States De
partmsnt of Agriculture. Detailed printed bulletins, stmilar to this, for these months
for Colorado have not been issued this year.

United States figures are not reproduced in the text for lack of space, but will be
found in the table on page 4.

General Conditions-Potatoes, beans, sugar beets, broom corn and nearly all other
crops improved slightly or held steady during September, and are mostly above the
lO-year average and better than last year except in the case of fruit, tame hay and beets.
Generally, beneficial rains prevailed in most sections of the state. Temperatures 'were
mild and there was very little damage from frost. Some extensive hail damage occurred
in El Paso county but 1110Stly there was sufficient sunshine to make conditions favorable
for all agricultural operations. The composite figure for all crops of Colorado on October
1 was 102,6 per cent of the Iu-year average and the same as on September 1, but was 16
points higher than last year.

Corn-The October 1 forecast for corn is 23,886,000 bushels, compared with the final
estinlate of 10,472,000 bushels last year and the five-year average of 20,584,000 bushels.
The condition on October 1 was 78%, compared with 30% a year ago and 72 the Lu-year
average. A large per cent of the corn matured in excellent condition. though there will
be some soft corn. Favorable weather 'and temperatures are needed to give the corn
an opportunity to harden up before freezing weather. The area in corn this year is
1,361.000 acres, compared with 1,496,000 acres last year. In Colorado, about 920/0 of the
corn is on non-irrigated lands, in 1110St sections of which much better than usual yields
are in prospect.

Spring Wheat on October 1 is estimated at 6,327,000 bushels, compared with 3,968,000
bushels last year. The preliminary estimate of average yields is 19 bushels per acre,
eompared with 15.5 bushels. the final estimate last year, and ';17 bushels the 10-year
average. About 333,000 acres were devoted to this crop this year, compared to 25tl,OOO
acres in 1926. The forecast for the Winter Wheat crop is 18,465,000 bushels, compared
with 14,484,000 bushels a year ago. and the entire wheat crop of the state is now placed
at 24,792,000 bushels, compared with 18,452,000 bushels last year. In Colorado, about
55% of the spring wheat acreage and. 90~J of the winter wheat acreage is on non-irri
gated lands. Dry weather during lVlay partly reduced the prospects of these crops in
many sections, and rains later delayed harvest. and reduced the quality to considerable
exti.::>nt.

The area devoted to winter wheat for harvest this year is 1,231,000 acres, compared
to 1.207.000 acres for harvest last year. If the Colorado farmers carry out their inten
tions to' increase the winter wheat sown in the state as indicated by their reports of
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