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Preliminary Acreage Estimates-The estimates of 'acreage for the 192'7 crops in
Colorado given in this bulletin are preliminary estimates of acreage left for harvest and
not necessarily equal to acres planted. While reasonably accurate, the acreages are
established in comparison, in a percentage way, with the a.creages of corresponding
crops for 1926 and former years, and are subject to revision in December, when general
revisions of all acreages and production figures will be made in harmony with acreages
indicated by special reports and the annual findings of county assessors. In this state
there are many acres of small grains harvested for hay and forage, pastured or aban
doned, varying in different seasons. The amount of this acreage is not fully determined
this early in the season.

Figures and text description for Colorado crop conditions for M'arch, ~J\pri1, May,
June and July have been issued in mimleograph fornl and the figures have also been
published in the "Crops and ~1arkets," a monthly publication of the United States De
partment of Agriculture. Detailed printed bulletins, similar to this, for these months
for Colorado have not been issued this year.

United States figures are not reproduced in the text for lack of space, but will be
found in the table on page 4.

General Conditions: Nearly all crops improved during August, due to generally
beneficial rains that prevailed in nearly all sections of the state during the past month.
During much of the tinle temperatures were reported as 2° to 3° below normal and the
tl.xcessive moisture delayed harvesting and reduced the quality of hay. Beans held about
steady in condition, though greatly damaged in Weld county from rust, and further loss
by hail in EI Paso county. The compQsite figure for all crops of Colorado was 7.4 paints
higher than the 95.2 per cent on August 1, and on September 1 was 102.6 per cent of the
ten-year average, compared with a conlposite figure of 104.4 per cent on September 1 a
year ago.

Corn-The September forecast for corn is 24,852,000 bushels, conlpared with the final
estirnate of 10,472,000 bushels last year and a five-year average of 20,584,000 bushels. The
condition on September 1 was 83 per cent, compared with 40 per cent a year ago and 72,
the ten-year average. At this time the crop is in excellent condition, except for a poor
stand in some localities. The crop is· considered about ten days late. The final outcom~

will depend upon an extended growing period \vithout killing frost. Favorable weather
and temperatures are needed until about October 1 to fully mature the crop. The area
in corn this year is 1,361,000 acres, compared with 1,496,000 acres last year. In Colorado
about 92 per cent of the corn is on non-irrigated lands.

Spring Wheat on September 1 was estiulated at 5,994,000 bushels, compared with
3,968,000 bushels last year. The crop improved 3 points during the month and was rated
at 80, compared with 73 a year ago and 75, the ten-year average. The area this year is
33:3,000 'acres, c0111pared to 256,000 acres last year. The Winter Wheat crop was estinlated
at 18,465,000 bushels on August 1, conlpared with 14,484,000 bushels harvested a year ago.
The entire wheat crop of Colorado is no\v placed at 24,459,000 bushels, compared to 18,452,
000 bushels in' 1926. In Colorado about 55 per cent of the spring wheat acreage and 90
per ~ent of the winter wheat acreage is on non-irriga.ted lands. Dry weather during May
particularly reduced the prospects of these crops in many sections. Rains in .Tune and
July improved conditions somewhat, but delayed harvest and reduced the quality to some
extent. The acreage in winter wheat for harvest this year is 1,231,000 acres, compared
to ~.,207,000 acres harvested last year. If the Colorado farmers carr~r out their intentions
to lncrease winter wheat sown in the state as indicated by the report of .A.ugust 15, there
win be approxinlately 1,660,000 acres so\vn this year compared to 1,509,000 acres sown last
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