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Preliminary Acreage Estimates-The estimates of acreage for the 1927 crops in
Colorado given in this bulletin are preliminary estimates of acreage left for harvest and
not necessarily equal to acres planted. While reasonably accurate, the acreages are
established in comparison, in a percentage way, with the acreages of corresponding
crops for 1926 and termer years, and are subject to revision in December, when general
revisions of all acreages and production figures will be made in harmony with acreages
indicated by special reports and the annual findings of county assessors. In this state
there are many acres of small grains harvested for hay and forage, pastured or aban
doned, varying in different seasons. The amount of this acreage is not fully determined
this early in the season.

Figures and text description for Colorado crop conditions for March, April, May,
June and July have been issued in mimeograph form and the figures have also been
published in the "Crops and Markets,". a monthly publication of the United States De
partment of Agriculture. Detailed printed bulletins for these months for Colorado have
not been issued this year.

United States figures are not reproduced in the text for lack of space, but will be
found in the table on page 4.

General Conditions--In 1926., during May and June, excellent moisture conditions
preva.iled over most of the state, with the exception of the southeast, until after the middle
of July. After this time, there wa.s praetieally no rain or moisure of much importance
in any section of the state throughout the fall and winter until about March 15th of this
year. Much of the winter wheat was sown in dry ground and some of it with sufficient
moisture to sprout it but not enough to sustain it, and the winter abandonment was
heavy, amounting to over 221 per cent. About the middle of March the drought was
broken and good moisture fell in most parts of the state except the southeast and pre
vailed until about the middle of April, after wh ieh no rains occurred in the principal
8.grlcultural sections until after the 5th of June. During this period winter wheat and
rye and all other crops suffered from,l the spring drought. Aft.er June 5 there were
general rains over nearly the entire state and since June 15th, ineluded the southeast.
Crops had a very low condition on June 1, being only 84.9 per cent of the 10-year average
for that date. With the rains during June, a considerable improvement occurred, so
that crops had a condition on July 1 of 93.8 per cent of the 10-year average, or ~ gain
of 8.9 points during June. With the continuation of rains during July, there has been
a further Improvement, until the composite figure for all crops for Colorado on August 1
this year was 95.2 per cent of the 10-year average, 1.4 points above July 1. On 'August 1
a year ago, the composite figure for all crops for Colorado was 104.4 per cent of the
IO-year average. This year on August 1, the general condition of all crops is 9.1 points
lower than a year ago, At this time last year the severe drought that followed had- not.
Yet seriously affected the crops, hence the high eondition at that time compared with
thia year. In most of the state the- rains this year since June 5 have been very bene
ficial to nearly all crops and particularly to potatoes, corn, beans, truck crops and pas
tures, but in many instanees have seriously delayed the harvest and damaged grain
and hay. There has been as much or more than the usual amount of hail thus far this
se:::tson. On July 13 one of the most disastrous hail storms in the history of tho state
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