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Preliminary Acreage Estimates-The est.imates of acreage for the 1926 crops in
Colorado given in this bulletin are preliminary 'estimates of acreage left for harvest and
not necessarily equal to acres planted. While reasonably accurate. the acreages are
established in comparison, in a percentage way, with the acreages of corresponding
crops for 1925 and former years, and are subject to revision in December, when general
revisions of all acreages and production figures will be made in harmony with acreages
indicated by special reports and the annual findings of county assessors. In this state
there are many acres of small grains harvested for hay and forage, pastured or aban
doned, varying in different seasons. The amount of this acreage is not well determined
this early in the season.

General Condlttons-e-Dur-ing October nearly all crops held about steady except for
slight increases shown in corn, sugar beets and apples, together 'with slightly more favor
able prices on potatoes by November 1. There was generally but little precipitation and
no extreme temperatures, Colorado weather conditions were favorable for all harvesting
operations. A severe drought t.hat prevailed over the state fro m t.he latter part of July
to October 1 continued through the month, and in some sections the outlook for fall
sown wheat and rye was quite unfavorable. Most of the crop was planted in dry ground
and needed moisture. In places there was moisture enough to start the grain but not
enough to fully sustain the growth. Grass made a good growth early in the season,
cured well, and ranges are regarded as very good. There is some shortage of forage
crops, especially in the east 'and southeast. Some stock is being sold to equalize the
feed situation. There has generally been ample water for irrigation throughout the
season, both for direct flow and reservoir supplies. Crops under irrigation are mostly
above the average.

In combined yields of all Colorado crops in proportion to their relative importance,
the composite of yields per acre this season is 90.9. This indicates that crop yields were
9.1 per cent below the average of the last ten years. This composite of 90.9 is 2.3 points
above the composite based on condition of crops on October 1, and 7.3 above the com
posite of per acre yields last year. Similar-ly, the compostte yields per acre this season
for the United States were 103.0 or 3.0 per cent above the average of the last ten years.

Corn.-On November 1 the Colorado corn crop was placed at 10,668,000 bushels, com
pared with. 22,410,000 bushels harvested last year. This represents a 7-bushel per acre
average for the entire estimated acreage of 1,524,OO() acres planted, and is 8 bushels per
acre less than last year. Moisture conditions throughout the season were very spotted
and the large corn area in the eastern portion of the state .suff'ered with an excessive
drought from the middle of July to the end of the season. Accompanying this drough t
were hot Winds, which caught the corn in the blossom stage and resulted in thousands
or acres of barren stalks, with a consequent almost complete railure of the crop in many
sections. Corn made the best showing in the irrigated sections and in the north-central
part of the state. Most of the corn wa.s matured before the first killing frost of Septem
ber 23-24; a small per cent, however, was injured by this early freeze.

. The merchantable quality is rated at 72 per cent of the entire production, compared
WIth 85 per cent a year ago and 61 per cent in 1924. The small carry-over of stocks on
farms as shown by reports is estimated at 560,000 bushels, compared with 313,000 bushels
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