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Preliminary Acreage Estimates-The estimates of acreage for the 1926 crops in
Colorado given in this bulletin are preliminary estimates of acreage left for harvest and
not necessarily equal to acres planted. While reasonably accurate, the acreages are
established in comparison, in a percentage way, with the acreages of corresponding
crops for 1925 and former years, and are subject to revision in December, when general
revisions of all a~reages and production figures will be made in harmony with acreages
indicated by special reports and the annual findings of county assessors. In this state
there are many acres of sma.ll grains harvested for hay and forage, pastured or aban­
doned, varying in different seasons. The amount of this acreage is not well determined
this early in tbe season.

Unit ed States figures are not generally reproduced in the text for lack of space.
Estimates for important crops will be found ·on the table on page 4, which also shows
details for the most important state crops.

General Condlttons-e-Colorado corn reduced three and one-half milrion bushels,
beans cut nearly a half million and material reductions in small grains and potatoes,
with a marked increase in sugar beets and hay, and fruits bolding about the same as
a month ago 'are the principal items of the October 1 Colorado Federal-State crop report.
The reductions are largely due to the continuance of the severe drought that prevailed
Over the state trom the latter part of July to October 1, and the heavy frosts, amounting
to a light freeze, on September 23-24. The, drought was especially damaging to the non­
irrigated crops in the eastern plains sections of the state. On October 1 weather was es­
pecially favorable to the harvesting of all crops, but dry weather continues and is un­
favorable for the fall seeding of winter wheat and rye, most of wnich is being put into
dry ground "lith here and there enough moisture to start the grain but not enough
to sustain growth. The outlook for the fall seeding of small grains is especially
discouraging at this time. Pastures and forage crops are generally poor, though grass
mads an excellent growth early in the season 'and cured well, and ranges are regarded
as very good. Some stock is being sold to equalize the feed situation in the non­
irrigated sections. There was generally ample water for irrigation this season both
for direct flow and reservoir supplies, and crops under irrigation are mostly above
the average.

The combined condition of all 'Colorado crops declined about 5.4 points during
Septenlber, and reached October 1 'with a figure of 11.4 per cent below the lO-year
average for this date. The composite figure of all crops of the state equaled 88.6 per
cent of the average for the past ten years on this date, 3:2 points above the figure for
last year at this time,

Corn-The October forecast shows a possible production of 10~516,000 bushels,
eOlnpared with 14,021,000 bushels a 1110nth ago and the final outturn in 1925 of 22,410,000
bushels. The present condition is only 300';) of normal and represents a yield of 6.5
bushels per acre. The corn crop was hurt by the dry 'weather a.nd hot winds during
~he btossom period, which caused a large pel' cent of barren stalks, resulting in
thousands of acres making a complete failure. The condition of 30c;~ at ·this time is
COll1pared with 40(~ a 1110nth ago and 70(;~ a year ago, and 770/0, the ten-year average.



This is regarded as the poorest prospect for corn in this state since 1911. In Colorado
usually about 70 to 800/0 of the corn acreage is harvested as grain and the remainder
cut for fodder or pastured. This season, however, the percentages are practically
reversed; there is very Lttle cut green except under irrigation. While frosts were
heavy, amounting to a. light freeze on September 23-24, they did but little damage to
.corn, as most of it was beyond injury at that time.

Small Grai'ns--The spring wheat crop is placed at 4,108,000 bushels compared wtth
3,780,000 bushels last year, and the total wheat crop of the state is estimated at
21,005,000 bushels compared with 14,532,000 bushels a year ago. Oats promise 5,520,000
bushels, compared with 6,,210,000 bushels last year. Barley is placed at 7,740,000
bushels, compared with 8,610,000 bushels a year ago. The rye erop of the state amounts
to about 1,024,000 bushels compared 'with 85:\000 bushels in 1925. Threshing returns
are showing very low yields and many failures, and complete information from thresh­
ers may still further reduce the outcome and final estimates of these grain crops. On
the other hand, very high yields are reported by some individual farmers, especially
under irrigation.

Potatoes-The Colorado potato crop dropped 6 points during the month, due to
unfavorably high temperatures, continued dry weather and frosts which ripened the
vines and cheeked tb e usual vigorous growth. The forecast is placed at 11,563,000
bushels, compared with 14,190,000 last year. The condition of the crop is rated at 730/0
of normal, compared with 85 a year ago. Weather and soil conditions, especially under
irrigation, are very favorable to harvesting this season as compared with a year ago
when extensive rains 'were Improving soil conditions but delaying harvesting and re­
sulted in heavy loss by freezing about the middle of last October and heavily reduced
the production in the Greeley district. The Colorado car lot shipments amounted to
4,604 ears to October 2, compared with 4,311 ears to the same date last year and a total
car lot movement from the 19'25 crop of 15,422 cars.

Beans-With the heavy frosts of about S'eptember 23, the Colorado bean crop com­
pleted a most unfavorably hot dry season, and the production estimate received a still
further cut of nearly a half-million bushels, showing a possible production of about
1,197,000 bushels compared with 2,240,000 bushels last .year. Moisture and temperature
conditions were generally highly favorable for this crop early in the season, which
maintained splendid condition until the middle of July, 'after which time dry weather
and some excessively hot winds prevailed, which caused the blossoms to fall and per­
mitted a comparatlvely light set of pods. There were here and there in some sections,
due to local showers, fields that continued exceptionally green. Most of these had not
matured sufficiently and were ruined by the frosts the last of the 1110nth. These un­
favorable factors caused a large per cent of failure and low yield. By the end of the
month most of the crop had been cut, and some of it stacked or threshed, but a con­
siderable part was still in the fields in the shock. The heavy wind of September 3:\
which swept the eastern part of the state, partly covered by sand or partly blew
frorn the fields many of the beans that 'were in the shock. The condition at this time
is estimated at 35r,-;;, of normal, which represents an average yield of 3.4 bushels per
acre as compared with 7 bushels last year and 3.4 bushels in 1924. In 1924, there were
nearly 1,500 cars shipped trom points in Colorado; fr0111 the 1925 crop 3,360 cars. The
present estimate, 'after deducting seed and other local requirements, 111ay permit the
shipment of a possible 1,500 cars trom this year's crop. But few threshers' returns
are yet. available and more complete Information may still further reduce the present
est imate, as S01118 extensive non-irrigated sections are reported as only averaging
about 100 pounds per acre for the ent.ire acreage planted, 'while still other sections are
reporting a little n101'8. In Colorado, most of the beans are grown in the north and
central portions of the state, east. of the mountains. Nearly all counties. show an in­
crease in acreage for 192fi~ compared with 1925. The 1110St important bean producing
counties in order as shown by the acreage reported in 1925 are Weld county with
84,000, fo llowed by Elbert, with 47,OOU; El Paso, 43,000; Lincoln, 30,000; .A..rapahce,
21,000; Adams, 17.,000; Morgan, nearly 15,000; Pueblo, 12,OC0; Washington and Las
Animas, with about 9,000 each. 'I'h e total acreage devoted to dry beans for market
in the state is estimated at 352,000 acres compared 'with :320,000' last year. In addition
to the acreage of dry beans for the general market there is a large acreage of garden
varieties of beans grown under contract to various seed companies for seed. In 1925,
there were about 19,000 acres of these, 'and this year approximately 11,000 acres, of
which about 2,000 acres are baby limas. Most of the seed beans are grown in northern
Colorado, except the baby limas, which are grown in the Arkansas valley.

,Hay-The Colorado tame hay crop shows but a slight reduction, the forecast being
2,402,000 tons, compared with 2,676,000 tons harvested last year. Generally, there was
ample water for irrigation and the hay crop did well except in limited localitles. The
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