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Preliminary Acreage Estimates-The estimates of acreage for the 1926 crops in
Colorado given in this bulletin are preliminary estimates of acreage left for harvest and
not necessarily equal to acres planted. While reasonably ·accurate, the acreages are
established in comparison, in a percentage way, with the acreages of corresponding
crops for 1925 and former years, and are subject to revision in December, when general
revisions of all acreages and production figures will be made in harmony with acreages
indicated by special reports and the annual findings of county assessors. In this state
there are many acres of small grains harvested for hay and forage, pastured or aban­
doned, varying in different seasons. The amount of this acreage is not well determined
this early in the season.

United States figures are not reproduced in the text for lack of space, but will be
found in the table on Page 4.

General Ccndltlons-s-Colorado corn cut nearly 14,000,000 bushels, to the lowest
condition on record, beans reduced over a. mi llion bushels to a 500/0 condition, and
similar reductions in grain sorghums and broom corn, with grains, has, sugar beets,
potatoes and fruits holding steady compared with, a month ago, are the outstanding
items of the September 1 Colorado crop report. The reductions are due to a continued
and severe drought accompanied by hot winds that prevailed during a portion of
August over much of the state and particularly the eastern plains section. It is
probable the full extent of the damage to corn and beans is not yet fully determined",
and further decreases may be recorded before the end of the season. The drought
was particularly severe in the eastern and northeastern, portions of the state, where
very large percentages of the corn and beans are grown.

The combined condition of all Colorado crops declined materially! about 10.3
points during August, and reached September 1 with a figure of 6 per cent below
the ten-year average for this date. The composite figure of all crops of the state'
equaled 94 per cent of the average for the past 10 years on this date. 4.3 points above
the figure for last year at this time.

Corn-The September forecast shows ,a condition of 40 per cent, which represents
a possible production of 14,021,000 bushels, compared with a forecast of 27,828,000
bushels a month ago, and a final outturn of 22,410,000 bushels last year. Much of the
crop was in the blossom stage when the hot weather and dry winds occurred, stopping
the setting of ears and preventing further development. ~ The condition at this time
is 40 per cent of normal, compared with 83 a month ago, 6G a year ago and 77. the ten.
year average. In Colorado, about 70 to SO per cent of the acreage of corn is usually
harvested as grain, and the remainder cut for fodder or pastured. For this year, how­
ever, the percentages are almost reversed. 1\1:o1'e barren stalks and short ears are
rel)ort.ed than usual.

Small Grains-The spring wheat crop is placed at 4.411,000 bushels, compared with
3,780,000 bushels last year and the total wheat crop of the state ts estimated to be
21,309,000 bushels, compared with 14,532,000 bushels last year. The outcome of the
crop, as shown by threshers' returns, may still further reduce the figures for this
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