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Colorado Agricultural Statistics
for 1925

Annual Crop and Li'vestock Summary-According to the final estimates
made by the Colorado Co-op€rative Crop Reporting Service, combined value
of all crops and livestock for the state of Colorado on January 1, 1926, was
$16,681,000 greater than on January 1, 1925. The value of all crops according
to this report in the final estimates was $137,630,000, compared with $125,881,000
a year a.go. Based on the value of 22 principal crops, the departnlent fixed the
hypoth€tical value of all crops for 1925 at $146,745,000, compared to $121,862,000
in 1924. The estimated value of all livestock on January 1, 1926, was $93,352,000,
compared with $88,420,000 January 1, 1925. The total value of all crops and
livestock was $230,982,000 January 1, 1926, compared with $214,301,000 a year
ago. These final estimates made by the Co-operative Crop Reporting Service
aTe based upon reports of county assessors, the federal census, special surveys
and other data, and place the total acreage of all crops harvested in Colorado
in 1925, exclusive of orchards, at 6,141,500 acres, compared with a revised esti­
nlate of 6,251,200 acres harvested in 1924. The acreage data sho'wn by the fed­
eral census and the assessors and other sources of information are more or less
incomplete and all have been modified to some extent to reach as nearly as
possible 100 per cent for each crop, and the modifications have be-en made by
counties and for the state as a whole.

General Conditions--The season of 1925 started off exceptionally deficient
in moisture for the major portion of the state, and especially for the section
oost of the mountains, where not only the rainfall was deficient, but water for
irrigation purposes as well. There was a light snowfall in the mountains and
the river flow for direct irrigation in the principal irrigated sections was short
and the reservoir supplies far below normal. The drought period continued well
into the middle of' the summer, causing heavy losses in the acreage of sugar
beets and a marked reduction in average yields of all crops. There vias also
a considerable shifting in crops to meet the unfavorable moisture conditions.
NotWithstanding the light precipitation and the extreme shortage of all irriga­
tion \vater, rains set in after July first and relieved the situation to a consider­
able extent, so that the final crop production was better than expected earlier
in the season. The summer rains, however, \vere spotted and left many areas
almost a failure, so that the crop production varied greatly in different localities.

Wheat-The area sown to winter wheat in the fall of 1924 was estimated at
1,337,000 acres and the acreage harvested in the season of 1925 was estimated
at 896,000 acres after the winter and summer abandonment and failure, aggre­
gating 441,000 acres. This 896,000 acres is compared to 1,120,000 acres har­
vested in 1924. The total production for 1925, based on an average yield of 12
bushels per acre, was 10,752,000 bushels, compared with 15,680,000 bushels in
1924, based on an estimated average yield of 14 bushels per acre. This 1925
crop was greatly damaged by the severe drought period from April to July. In
Colorado, only slightly more than 7 per cent of the acreage of winter wheat is
grown under irrigation, the relnainder being a dry land crop. This constantly
decreasing percentage of irrigl11.ted \vheat largely accounts for the reduction in
a.verage yields in recent years.

In 1925 about 252,000 acres of spring wheat \vas harvested, compared with
240.. 000 acres in 1924. There is a wide variation in yields, both fw' spring and
winter 'wheat. Geneflally, the spring wheat does not do as well under dry land
culture as the winter wheat. In 1925 about 47 per cent of the spring wheat was
grown under irrigation. The entire acreage, both irrigated and non-irrigated,
suffered lnaterially from the drought. The average yields vary from 4 bushels
to the !acre on non.frrigated land to the maximum of 50 to 75 bushels per acre
on irrigated lands. In the season of 1925 there ,,'as very little damage to wheat
from rust.

It is estinlated that 1,404,000 acres of \vinter wheat was planted in the
state in the fall of 1925 1 COlllpared \vith t.he revised estilllate of 1,337,000 acres
in the fall of 1924. The season thus far has been highly favorable for the ne,,'
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CROP ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE, 1924 AND 1925
~aders are urged to refer to the text for fuller explanation of items in this table.

KINDS OF CROPS
Acreage I

1925

Production V3.lue Acreage

1924

Production V~lue

Winter Wheat _
Spring Wheat _
All Wheat _
Corn1 _

Oats for Grainj
_

Barley for Grain:! _
Rye for Grain3 _

Emmer _
Grain Sorghums for

Grain - _
Grain Sorghums fol'

Forage _
Sweet Sorghums _
Broom Corn _
Field Peas+ _
Dry Beans _
Potatoes:> _
Sugar Beets _
Root Crops for Stock

Feed _

Cabbage (Com'I) ---__
Onions (Dry) -------­
Cauliflower (Com'l) __
Tomatoes (for Mfg.)_
Cantaloupes and

Honey Dew MelolllL.
Cucumbers for Pickles.
Cucumbers for Seed__
Peas for Canning and

Market _
Beans for Seed _
Lettuce (Com'l) -- _
Celery 0 _

Flax Seed------------
Millet SeedG _

Alfalfa Seedi _

Other Garden and Seed
Crops _

Tame Hay, All
Varieties _

Wild Hay ----
Farm Gardens .
Apples - -- --
Peaches- - - - -- --
Pears - -- --
Cherries - ---
Miscellaneous Fruit:L_
Sugar Beets T OpS8 _

896,000
252,000

1,148,000
1,494,000

230,000
410,000

85,000
12,780

50,000

246,000
130,000

12,000
65,000

320,000
86,000

131,000

1,400
2,000
3,520
1,030
3,100

9,780
3,340
5,925

6.080
19,200
10,500

800
870

33,000
<1,000

8,175

1,2<15,000
360,000

8,000

181,uOO

6,141,500

10,752,000 Bu.
3,780,000 Bu.

14,532,000 Bu.
22,410,000 Bu.

6,210,000 Bu.
8,610,000 Bu.

850,000 Bu.
320,000 Bu.

600,000 Bu. i

1,722,000 Bu.
260,000 T.

1,200 T.
910,000 Bu.

2,240,000 Bu.
13,200,000 Bu.

1,449,000 T.

19,600 T.
23,000 T. '

1,144,000 Bu.
160,000 Cr.

25,500 T.

1,604,000 Cr.
341,000 Bu.

172,800 Bu.
1,396,000 Cr.

336,000 Cr.
4,000 Bu.

264,000 Bu.
16,000 Bu.

2,676,000 T.
360,000 T.

3,200,000 Bu. I

450,000 Bu.
510,000 Bu.

I 3,600 T.

I ============ I

14,623,000
5,103,000

19,726,000
15,687,000

3,105,000
4.994,000

570,000
192,000

426,000

1,223,000
1,560,000

120,000
1,019,000
5,376,000

21,994,000
9,129,000

118,000
542,000

1,018,000
163,000
293,000

1,315,000
341,000
504,000

986,000
518,000

2,150,000­
380,000

7,000
315,000
144,000

818,000

32,112,000
3,888,000

400,000
3,520,000

855,000
586,000
396,000
550,000
590,000

$137,630,000

1,120,000
240,000

1,360,000
1,450,000

232,000
327,000

74,000
10,000

50,000

240,000
87,000
34,000
67,000

280,000
88,000

225,000

2,300
4,010
3,140

400
2,000

7,900
2,800
3,600

3,990
9,000
5,600

720
8,000

36,000
4,500

7,420

1,263,000
360,000

7,320

225,000
6,251,200

15,680,000 Bu.
3,840,00Q Bu.

19,320,000 Bu.
14,500,000 Bu.

5,800,000 Bu.
6,540,000 Bu.

666,000 Bu.
260,000 Bu.

450,000 Bu.

1,440,000 Bu.
174,000 T.

2,900 T.
871,000 Bu.
952,000 Bu.

14,190,000 Bu.
2,403,000 T.

32,200 T
44,200 T.

848,000 Bu.
64,000 Cr.
14,400 T.

1,146,000 Cr.
98,000 Bu.

90,000 Bu.
476,000 Cr.
248,000 Cr.

24,000 Bu.
288.000 Bu.
1~,000 Bu.

2,660,000 T.
360,000 T.

3,024,000 Bu. I

920,000 Bu. I

550,000 Bu.
650 T.

---_._-------

$18,502,000
4,531,000

23,033.000
12,760,000

3,364,000
4,709.000

566.000
195,000

405,000

1,296,000
1,305.000

174,000
1,219,000
2,951,000
7,920,000

18,263,000

225,000
419,000
517,000
115,000
148.000

1,375.000
98,000

30~,OOO

259.000
270,000
995.000
727,000

50,000
346,000
198,000

742,000

29,260,000
3,492,000

365,000
3,931,000
1,472,000

770,000
78.000

5GO,000
1,013,000

$125,881.000

lThis includes the entire acreage of corn harvested in every way and the value estimated as if
it \vere a~l harvested for grain. It is estimated that about 18 per cent is cut for silage, hogged off'
or fed a3 dry forage.

~In addition to the acreage shown here it is estimated that 90,000 acres of oats was cut green
for hay. and this additional acreage appears in the hay table.

:'In addition to the acreage shown here it is estimated that there was 33,000 acres of rye cut
green for hay or pastured, and _a sm~.ll acreage of barley sinlilarly harvested. The acreage of barley
for grain and hay combined is shown' in another table.

'The acreage of field peas accounts for the entire crop, no matter whether threshed for grain or
fed on the vine, the grain value being approxima.tely the same in either case.

:'Althuugh the acreage of potatoes harvested as reported here is based on census reports, the re­
tUl'ns of eounty as::le3::l0rS and reports of car shipments, it is possible that on later revhsion these
figures will be found to be above the acreage actually harvested in 1924 and ·1925.

l.This acreage is additional to tbe 50,000 acres of millet harvested for hay and included in the
hay totals.

'Included in the acreage of alfalfa, as hay and not caTrit.~J into the total acreage.
tiIncluded in acreage of sugar beets ha.rvested and not carried into the total acreage.
NOTE-This table includes no acreage of pasture, either seeded or native, except as shown in

preceding notes.
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crop, as there was abundant moisture throughout the northern and northeastern
portions of the state at planting time.. The condition on December 1 was 90
per cent of normal, compared with 88 in 1924, and 87, the ten-year average on
December 1.

Corn-The area devoted to corn in 1925 was 1,494,000 acres, compared with
1,450,000 acres' in 1924. Moisture conditions were generally unfavorable for the
crop at pLanting time; however, there was generally sufficient moisture to bring
up good stande and the crop greatlyi improved with the rains after July 1. The
rains were very spotted, however, and crops varied greatlYl some sections pro­
ducing exceptionally high yields and others proving almost a failure. The
season was long and gave tinle for maturing the crop without material damage
from frost; however, account the dry conditions, there was much chaffy corD.
The total production of all corn in the state for 1925 was estimated at 22,410,000
bushels, or an average yield of 15 bushels to the acre, compared with 14,500,000
bushels, or an taverage yield of 10 bushels per acre, in 1924. In Colorado, a
fraction over 9 per cent of the corn acreage is on irrigated land. Corn ranks
first in acreage as a single crop,. The corn crop is never all harvested for corn
in Colorado; some of it always being cut for silage, ~around 5 per cent or about
70,000 acres. Some of the crop is pastured or harvested for forage and fed
as a mixed grain and stover ration. It is estimated that only about 72 per
cent of the 1925 crop was harvested for grain. Much was fed in the field, grazed
by sheep and hogs, and sonle acreage was abandoned. In the table on Page 2,
the entire acreage is treated as being harvested for grain in computing the
productioh and value.

Oats-In 1925) about 230,000 acres of oats was harvested for grain, com­
pared with 232,000 acres in 1924. It is estimated that about 90,000 acres more
was cut green for hay or pasture. About 45 per cent of the acreage is under
irrigation and 55 per cent upon non-irrigated lands. This crop suffered severely
from the exceptionally dry seaSOD.

Barley-About 410,000 acres of barley was harvested for grain, compared
with 327,000 acres in 1924. Only about 26 per cent of the barley area is classed
under irrigation, with 74 per cent on dry land. The average yield is esthuated
at 21 bushels, compared with 20 bushels in 1924.. The total production is placed
at 8,610,000 bushels, compared with 6,540,000 bushels in 1924.

Rye-Of the entire 'acreage planted to rye, about 85,000 ac.res is estimated
to have been harvested for grain, compared with 74,000 acres in 1924. IVluch
rye is planted for pasture and some for hay, the total acreage of all rye being
118,000, compared 'with 104,000 in 1924. Of the acreage harvested for grain,
about 12 per cent is spring sown and the remainder fall sown. The average
yield is placed at 10 bushels per acre, compared with 9 bushels a year ago.

Potatoes-Reports indicate that about 86,00-0 acres of potatoes "ras har­
vested, compared with a revised estimate of 88,000 acres in 1924. In Colorado,
about 82 per cent of the acreage devoted to this crop is under irrigation and
18 per cent upon non-irrigated lands. In the non-irrigated sections, this crop
was very spotted, some areas being almost a; failure and others producing ex­
cellent yields. On the other hand, the yields in the principal commercial areas
under irrigation were exceptionally good, and the state harvested one of the
largest crops and of the high€st quality in its history, except for that consider­
able portion of the northern Colorado crop that was heavily damaged by frost
during a delayed harvest account of excessive rains in the early part of October,
followed by severe freezing weather. It is estimated that the loss from freez­
ing in tha.t section amounted to around a million bushels. Due to the high
prices and good crop, potatoes have the distinction of having the greatest total
value of any single crop in the state, with the exception of hay. Th.(3 average
yield in 1925 is estimated at 165 bushels per acre, compared ,vith 150 bushels
per acre in 1924. The prices of potatoes during the fall were good, much higher
than in 1924, the December 15 prices being $1.55 per bushel, compared with 60
cents a bushel at the saIne date in 1924. Up to IVlarch 27, shipments had reached
13,291 cars, compared to 11,313 cars to the same date in 1924. Total shipments
from the 1924 crop amounted to 12,413 cars. The total shipments to March 27
from the leading late potato stafes were 144,948 cars, compared to 150,004 cars
to this date in 1924. Total shipDlents from lall these leading late states for the
19'24 crop were 183,955 cars. The grand total of shipments from all states has
been 192,438 cars to date from the 1925 crop, compared Wtith 218,442 cars to the
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same date last year from the 1924 crop, and 'a total of 252,589 cars from the
1924 crop. ,

Grain Sorghums-Reports indicate that about 296,000 acres was devoted to
gra.in sorghums in 1925, compared with 290,000 in 1924.. O,f this acreage, it is
estImated that about 50,000 acres was harvested strictly as grain, while the
remaining 246,000 acres was harvested in a combined mixed grain and stover
ration. In addition to the grain sorghums, it is estimated there was about
130,000' acres of sweet sorghums, compared with 87,000 in 1924. This crop is
cut land used largely as hay, although there is estimated to he a small acreage,
some 6,000 acres, ha.rvested for seed. In addition to the grain and sW1eet sor­
ghums there is also about 27,000 acres of sudan grass, compared with 38,000
acres in 1924. The sudan grass is' used as hay and the acreage and production
are included in the tame hay crop. In Colorado, all but about 2.5 per cent of
the sorghums is grown upon dry land farms. Sorghums constitute one of the
main feed crops for this class of farming, especially in the southeastern quarter
of the state. Ea.ca county leads in the acreage and production of grain sor­
ghums with over 92,0{)0 acres, compared with its nearest competitor, Prowers
county, with about 35,000 acres. While the season of 1925 began unf~vorably

dry, later rains improved the sorghum crops as the season advanced. Sudan
grass is quite rapidly gaining in popularity as a dry land hay crop.

Beans-There was a further large increase in the acreage devoted to beans
in 1925, the crop amounting to 320,000 acres, complared to 280,000 acres in 1924.
While the early part of the season was; dry, it was favorable to the planting of
this crop, which improved as the sea~on advanced. Though the crop was ex­
ceptionally spotted, the general average was more than twice what it was in
1924, being 7 bushels per acre, compared with 3.4 bushels in 1924, and the total
production amounted to 2,240,000 bushels, conlpared with 952,000 bushels in 1924.
This crop came to harvest time in exceptionally good condition but sustained
considerable damage in the actual harvest account of excessive rains, particu­
larly in the northern Colorado district. In addition to the acreage devoted to
the general crop of beans, there was also about 19,200 acres grown under con­
tract with seed companies and others for seed, compared with 9,000 acres in
1924. Seed beans are largely ·grown in Weld county in the Greeley district,
though a few acres are grown in several other counties throughout the state.
These seed beans are principally snap or garden varieties. The general crop
grown in Colorado for the consumers' nlarket is Pintos, which constitute about
95 per cent of the entire crop. The seed beans are grown almost wholly under
irrigation, while only about 17 per cent of the Pintos in the general crop is
grown on irrigated lands, the r-emaining 83 per cent being non-irrigated. In
addition to these two classes of dry beans, there is some 2,100 acres of snap
beans grown wholly under irrigation' for canning and the snap bean market.

Broom Corn:-Only about 12,000 acres of broom corn was gro,vn in 1925,
compared with 34,000 acres in 1924. This was due to the exceptionally unfavor­
able soil nloisture conditions at planting time in the south eastern portion of
the state, where this crop is principally grown. Owing to the dry conditions
much ,of the crop was abandoned, and some was planted late, after the rains
began in July. The production is estimated at 1,200 tons, compared with 2,900
tons in 1924. While the crop w'as small, it was also comparatively small in
other sections, and the prices obtained were much more favorable thlan the year
before, the total value being $120,000 compared with $174,000 in 1924.

Hay-If all varieties of crops used for hay in Colorado were classed as a
single crop, then hay, as has been the situation for many years, is the state's
leading crop, both in acreage and value, with the exception of 1922, when wheat
surpassed it in total acreage. In 1925, hay continued to rank first in value· and
acreage, with 1,605,000 acres, compared 'with 1,623,000 acres in 1924. The total
value of the hay crop is estimated at $36,000,000, cOlnpared with $32,752,000 in
1924. Hay can hardly bel classed as a single crop in this state since it consists
of al.ua,lfa, timothy, clover, sudan grwss, millet and sonle other tame grasses, a
wide variety of wild grasses and considerable acreage of small grains cut green
and such annual legumes as field peas and beans. Alf'a1fa is by far the most
important, with 870,000 acres in 1925, compared with 873,000 acres in 1924. The
acreage elevoted to each variety of tame hay, including the portions cut for seed,
will be found on another page in this bulletin. The total acreage of aU varieties
of tame hay was 1,245,000, compared with 1,263,000 acres in 1924.
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Sugar Beets-The preliminary reports of the sugar manufacturing com­
panies in Colorado place the acreage harvested in the state in 1925 at 131,000
acres, compared with the final estimate of 2251 000 acres in 19"24. Due to delay
in arranging satisfactory contracts between growers and manufacturers and
to the unfavorable moisture conditions at the beginning of the season, much of
the usual sugar beet acreage in northern Colorado was planted to other crops,
thus reducing the acroo.ge to the lowest figure for this crop in years. As the
season advanced, this crop improved and the per acre yield was one of the best
that has been produced in years, the total production amounting to 1,449,000
tons, compared to 2,403,000 tons in 1924. The value of the 1925 crop is placed
at $9,129,000, compa-red with $18,263,000 in 1924. This great reduction in value
was due partly to the smaller acreage and tonnage and partly to a much lower
pTice per ton received than in 1924. lVlost of the beets grown in Colorado are
paid for on a sliding scale based upon the sugar content in the beets and the
average wholesale price of sugar during the year. The value of the beet tops
as pasture for 131,00"0 acres is estimated at $590,000, compared with $1,013,000
for 225,000 acres in 1924.

Cabbage-The area devoted to commercial cabbage in Colorado is placed
at 2,000 acres, compared with 4,010 acres in 1924. This includes 100 aCTes that
was grown under contract for kraut, compared with 90 acres in 1924. Of the
total acreage reported, 800 acres is considered as domestic or early cabbage,
compared with 1,560 acres in 1924, and 1,200 acres as Danish or late cabbage,
compared vlith 2,450 acres the preceding year. The hea.vy reduction in acreage
was due to the unfavorably dry spring. Growers planted much less than they
intended early in the season, account of the uncertainty and shortage of irriga­
tion water Wlith which to insure the growth of this crop. The a.verage yield of
the commercial crop was 11.5 tons, conlpared with 11 tons in 1924. Notwith­
standing the loW' production, the prices were much better than in the preceding
year. The average price of domestic cabbage is estimated at $30.92 per ton,
compared with $8.66 the preceding year; Danish ca.bbage at $23.57, compared
with $9.50 lin 1924. The total value of the crop of both kinds of cabbage
amounted to $542,000, compared with $419,000 in 1924. The total 1925 crop
amounted to 1,427 cars, compared with 1,473 cars from the 1924 crop and 3,059
cars from the 1923 crop. Weld county leads in the growing of cabbage 'with
about 834 acres, compared to Adams county, second, with about 340 acres.

Onions-About 3,520 acres was devoted to the growing of commercial onions
in the state in 1925, compared with 3,140 in 1924. The season was highly favor­
able for this crop and an exceptionally good average yield was obtained, being
325 bushels per acre, compared \vith 270 bushels in 1924. The total production
is estimated at 1,144,000 bushel1s, compared ",ith 848,000 bushels in 1924. Ship­
ments from the 1925 crop up to l\:larch 28, 1926, amounted to 1,834 cars, com­
pared to 1,063 cars shipped to the same date in 1925 and a tota.! of 1,064 cars
from the entire 1924 crop. In addition to the general crop of onions. it is esti­
mated there ,vas about 148 acres of green onions for market and 12 acres for
seed. Montrose county leads ,in the production of dry onions with 1,870 acres,
conlpared with 720 acres ill Delta county, next in importance, and Weld county,
third, with 470 acres.

Cantaloupes-The estimates of acreage by counties as obtained from county
assessors, reports of shippers, and other sourees of information sho,v that in
1925 about 9,780 acres of cantaloupes and honeydew melons was harvested in
Colorado. Of these about 8,140 acres was in cantaloupes for market and 1,640
acres in honeydews. In addition to these, there was about 1,700 a,cres of canta­
loupes grown for seed and 1,050 acres of ,vater melons. About 300 acres of
\vater melons is considered as strictly commercial a.creage, though considerable
acreage is grown in and near many of the larger towns of the state for local
consUll1ption. The season of 1925 \vas favorable and the average production
of cantaloupes was 164 crates per aere, eoulpared with 145 crates in 1924. The
total production amounted to" 1,604,000 erates, cOlnpared with 1,146,000 erates in
1924. Tne price, ho\vever, ,vas not as good as a year ago. averaging only 82
cents per crate, compared ,vith $1.20 in 1924. The total value of the crop is
estimated at $1,315,000, cOlllpared with $1,375,000 in 1924. The principal portion
of the commercial crop is grown in the Arkansas valley, ill which Otero. Crow­
ley and Bent counties lead, with smaller acreages in Pueblo and Prowers coun­
ties and minor acreages in a few counties in northern Colorado and on the
western slope. The number of cars of cantaloupes and honeydews shipped
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during 1925 was 3,059, compared with 2,654 cars for 1924, 2,195 cars ·for 1923
and 4,420 cars for 1922.

Celery-The celery industry in Colorado holds about steady. The acreage
harvested in 1925 is estimated at 800 acres, compared with 720 acres in 1924.
Adams county leads with about 230 acres and Jefferson is second with 190
acres. There are considerable commercial acreages also in Arapahoe, IDl. Paso,
Pueblo and Fremont counties. The crop is also being tried out in the higher
altitudes. The production in 1925 is estima.ted at 336,000 crates, compared with
248,000 crates in 1924. The number of cars of celery shipped from the 1925
crop was 362, compared with 197 ca.rs in 1924. Much celery moves in mixed
vegetable car shipments. The number of cars of mixed vegetables shipped to
December 31, 1925, was 3,975, compared with 3,428 cars to the same date in
1924.

Lettuce-The production of lettuce in Colorado has become an exceedingly
important industry. There was considerable expansion in acreage in 1925, the
area devoted to the crop being approximately 10,500 acres, compared with 5,600
in 1924. There was a somewhat larger acreage than this planted and somewhat
less harvested, it be'ing impossible to estimate accurately the actual acreage
harvested. Every year there is considerable acreage that is partly or entirely
a failure. The crop is almost wholly head lettuce, grown in altitudes above
6,000 feet. The season of 1925 was fairly favorable, though considerable
acreage proved a failure account of too much dry weather in some localities
and too much rain in others. A large per cent of the crop was ready for harvest
the latter part of August, when unfavorably low prices prevailed, causing con­
siderable marketable production to 'be left in the fields. Later in the season,
prices iniproved and a larger per cent of the remaining portion of the crop
was marketed. The total production is estimated at 1,396,0'00 crates, compared
with 476,000 crates in 1924. Ba.sed on prices, including crates and paeking
charges, the average return per crat~ in 1925 was $1.54 and in 1924, $2.09. The
total value of the 1925 crop, including containers and packing charges, was
placed at $2,150,000, compared with $995,000 in 1924. The average yield w-a,s
estimated at 133 crates per acre for the acreage harvested, compared with 85
crates per acre in 1924. The number of cars of lettuce shipped from the 1925
crop was 3,021, compa.red with 1,036 cars in 1924. Considerable additional let­
tuce moves in mixed vegetable car shipments.

Seed Crops-The production of \seed crops in Colorado in 1925 showed some­
what of an increase over that of 1924. The climate and other conditions in Colo­
rado are especially favorable for the growing of high class seed crops in addi­
tion to such sta,ple seed crops as millet, alfalfa, sorghum and sweet clover seed.
Seed beans have the distinction of having the largest acreage, with cucumbers
and cantaloupes next in importance. It is estimated that about 5,925 acres was
devoted to cucumber seed alone, compared with 3,600 'a.cres in 1924. Vegetable
seeds are grown chiefly in the Arkansas valley, Otero and Crowley counties
leading, with minor acreages grown in the Greeley district, Weld county. l\1ost
of the seed beans are grown in Weld county.

Millet-Approximately 83,000 acres of millet was grown in the state in 1925,
compared with 95,000 acres in 1924. Of the area devoted to millet, about 33,000
acres is estimated to have been cut for seed, Dlost of the remainder being cut
for hay and some pastured. The average yield is estimated at 8 bushels per
acre and the total production 264,000 bushels, compared with 288,0'00 bushels in
1924.

Flax for Seed-Colorado for the first time in 11 years, in 1924, planted a
considerable acreage of flax and harvested about 8,000 acres out of a possible
24,000 acres planted. These unsatisfactory results were due to the excep~ion­

ally dry season in the section in which the flax was grown. In 1925, very l1ttle
flax was planted; 870 acres was reported, or in round numbers, 1,000 acres.
The acreages planted in fornler years were as follows: In 1911, 2,000; 1912,
12,000; 1913, 10,000; 1914, 2,000; between 1914 and 1924 only nominally small
acreages were planted, somewhere between 500 and 1,000 acres per year.

Field Peas-About 65,000 acres of field peas was grown in the state in 1925,
of which about 25 to 30 per cent is estimated to have been cut strictly for grain,
the remainder being either cut for hay or pastured in the field. However, most
of the crop· has a value equivalent to that cut for grain. A very large per cent
of this crop is grown in the San Luis valley, Rio Grande county leading with
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about 24,600 acres, Conejos second with 11,080 acres, and 8aguache third with
10,930 acres. It is the practice in this section to pasture a large portion of this
crop in the fields without cutting or harvesting. Sheep and hogs are the prin­
cipal classes of stock to utilize this crop.

Peas for Canning and Market-In addition to the field peas, there was re­
ported about 6,080 acres of peas for canning and market in 1925, compared with
3,990 acres in 1924. Of these, about 3,520 acres was reported for canning pur­
poses alone, compared with 3,140 acres in 1924. The total production for man­
ufacturing in 1925 is estimated at 3,200 tons, compared with 2,300 tons in 1924,
and the farm value at $131,000, compared with $124,000 in 1924. Most of the
peas planted for canning purpose.s are grown in the north-central counties­
Weld. Larimer, Boulder and Adams counties in the order na.med for compara­
tive production. Green peas for table consumption are estimated at 2,560 acres,
compared with 850 acres in 1924. The total production was 256,000' hampers,
valued at $794,000 compared with 68,000 hampers valued at $128,000 in 1924.
Green peas for' table use are becoming an important crop in the higher altitudes
and are shipped in mixed cars with head lettuce during the late summer and
early fall season, at which time prices are usually good for this crop, as the
market is comparatively bare.

Tomatoes-In 1925, about 3,100 acres of tomatoes was reported as grown
for manufacture and table use, compared with 2,000 acres in 1924. The total
production is estimated at 25,500 tons valued at $293 10DO, compared with 14,400
tons valued at $148,000 in 1924. In addition to these, there is still a small acre­
age grown for table use not taken into account in this estimate. Tomatoes for
manufacture are grown under contract for factories in Weld, Boulder, Adams,
Denver, Mesa, Delta, Otero, Crowley and Fremont counties.

Cau Iiflower-In 1925 1,030 acres, of cauliflower was reported, compared with
400 acres in 1924. The production is estimated at 160,000 crates valued at
$163,000, compared with 64,000 crates and $115,000 in 1924. Cauliflower is
another of the vegetable crops that is becoming important in the high altitudes
and being marketed in connection with the mixed vegetables. The total number
of straight carloads of cauliflower shipped in 1925 was 138, compared with 60
in 1924.

Cucumbers-In 1925 there was reported 3,340 acres of cucumbers for
pickles, compared with 2,800 acres in 1924. The production was estimated at
341,000 bushels valued at $341,000, compared with 98,000 bushels and $98.000 in
1924. The pickle industry is gradually expanding and is now represented in
nearly all of the important irrigated districts of the state, particularly in Weld,
Adams, and Otero counties. In addition to cucumbers grown for pickles, there
·was 5,925 acres reported for seed alone, as mentioned in the paragraph under
"Seed Crops," compared with 3,600 acres in 1924.

Mixed Vegetables-In connection with the marketing of the various vege­
table crops grown in Colorado, considerable portions of the crops aTe shipped
as mixed vegetables, and the carlot movement of the individual vegetable
crops therefore does not fully represent the entire movenlent. The number of
cars of nlixed vegetables shipped in 1925 up to December 31, \vas 3,975, com­
pared with 3,428 in 1924. The c-arlot movement has increased steadily from
1,351 cars in 1920 up to the present time. Detailed figures are shown in the
table accompanying this text.

Apples-The total production of apples for Colorado in 1925 is estimated
at 3,200,000 bushels, compared with 3,024,000 bushels in 1924 and the high rec­
ord crop of 1922 of 4,250,000 bushels. Prices for practically all fruits grown in
the state were slightly lower this year than last with the exception of peaches,
and were generally unsatisfactorily low. The total farm value of the 1925 apple
crop is estinlated at $3,520,000, compared with $3,931,000 in 1924. The census
of 1925 reported 1,399,083 appl€ trees of bearing age and 103,864 apple trees not
of bearing age, with a total of 2,414,882 bushels harvested. The leading coun­
ties in order of production of apples are Delta, Mesa Frenlont and l\10ntrose
'with considerable production in LariIner, Otero, Garfi~ld and Montezuma coun~
Ues. Shipments to March 27, 1926, were 3,019 cars, compared ,vith 2,397 cars
to the sanle date in 1925, a total fronl the 1924 crop of 2,404 cars, and the high
record of 3,891 cars from the 1921 crop.

Peaches-The 1925 peach crop was much smaller than usual, being only
450,000 bushels, compared with 920,000 bushels in 1924. The census of 1925
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reported 395,389 peach trees of all ages and a production of 728,454 bushels in
1924. The peacli shipments from the 1925 crop were 747 cars, compared with
1,772 cars from the 1924 crop. The leading peach counties in order of produc­
tion are Mesa, D,elta, Montezuma, Montrose and Garfield.

Pears-The production of pears in the state in 1925 was estimated at
510,000 bushels, conlpared with 550,000 bushels in 1924. The shipments from
the 1925 crop amounted to 704 cars, compared with 955 cars in 1924 and 696
cars in 1923. The. 1920 census reported 136,000 trees of bearing age and 40,000
trees not of bearing age, and 270,000 bushels harvested. Practically all of these
pear trees should now be of bearing age. Most of the pears of the state are
produced in Mesa county, \vith TIlinor production in Delta and Montrose counties.
The 1925 census figures are not yet available.

Cherries-1925 was a fairly good cherry year in Colorado, the production
being placed at 3,600 tons, compared with 650 tons in 1924. The maximum crop
for the state would be about 6,000 tons. The leading counties in .cherry produc­
tion are L,arimer, Fremont and Jefferson, with considerable production also in
Otero and Delta counties. The production of this fruit is gradually increasing
land a large number of trees are coming into bearing. The census of 1920 re­
ported 349,000 trees of bearing age and 75,000 trees not of bearing age, and
5,500 tons of cherries harvested that season. All of these trees have now
reached bearing age. The 1925, census figures are not yet available.

Plums, Grapes and Snlall Fruits-According to the federal census of Janu­
ary 1, 1920, the number of plums and prunes of bearing age was 80,027; not of
bearing age, 28,035; grape vines, 125,Q27 of bearing age, and 15,H36 not of bear­
ing age. All of these trees and vines are now of bearing age. There were 653
acres of strawberries, 600 acres of raspberries and about 104 acres of black­
berries, dewberries and loganberiies in Colorado at the beginning of 1920. The
production of these small fruits has been gradually increasing in recent years,
though there was some decline from 1910 to 1920.

Livestock-In this bulletin will be found tables showing the numbers, values
and other infornlation relating to the different classes of livestock for January
1, 1926, and comparative information for preceding years.

United States Figures-On pages 22 and 23 of this bulletin will be found a
general table showing the acreage, production and value of the principal United
States crops for the year 1925, and comparative information for 1924.

CARLOT SHIPMENTS OF DRY BEANS BY COUNTIES AND DISTRICTS FOR COLORADO,
and Available Summary fo,r the United States

I
CROP YEAR SHIPMENTS CALENDAR YEAR SHIPMENTS

I Sept. 1, 1925 I
1924 Crop

COUNTY I to Mar. 31, 1926 !
Sept. 1, 1924 1923 1922 1921 1920

to Aug. 31, 1925

Adams----------- 13 10
Arapahoe--------- 129 67 65 35 28 15
Crowley___ - - -- - -- 38 3
Delta_____________ 1 2
Elbert____________ 214 183 134 122 146 32
EI Paso__________ 306 210 149 120 110 35
Kit Carson_______ 2 1
Larimer__________ 23 8
Las Animas- _____ 14 20 20 3 19 30
Lincoln__________ . 73 58 45 14 4 3
Logan ____________ 28 17
Mesa_____________ 17 4 14 4

Montrose------ --- 10
Morgan___________ 270 136 83 25 23 15
Otero____________ . 84 35 36
Pueblo___________· 72 21 63 11 40 19
Weld_____________ 918 530 450 130 170 70
Other Counties___ 3 32 19 2 12

State TotaL-_____ 2,205 1,315 1,091 483 542 231

United States----- :10 * 12,990 11,761 12,955 8,981

*Carlot shipments for the United States for the calendar year 1924 was 15,903 cars: for
calendar year f925, 17,488 cars, and for the period January 1 to March 31, 1926, 4,618 cars.



































Livestock

Further declines during the past year in numbers of all livestock and an
increase in valuations of all livestock except sheep, in Colorado during the
past year are the outstanding features of the annual report of January 1,
1926. The number of all of the principal farm animals on the farms and
ranges of the state the first day of this year is estimated at 4,570,00{) and
valued at $93,352,000. This value is 61 per cent less than the total of $152,­
936,000 for 4,744,000 animals, January 1, 1920, and 5.4 per cent more than the
$88,420,000 placed upon 4,979,000 head a year ago, and a decrease of 8.4 per
cent in numbers.

Comparative numbers and values of the principal classes of livestock of
the state and the United States for all classes of livestock since 1920, and the
census figures for 1920 are produced for reference in the tables in this
bulletin. Consideration'of these figures for Colorado reveals the folIo'wing
information relating to changes in numbers and values for the more important
classes of livestock.

Milk cows, 2 years old and over, number 222,000, a decrease of .9 per cent,
or 1,998 in the last year, and valued at $50, an increase of $5.00 (11.1 per cent),
per head; in the six years milk cows increased 20,000 (9.4 per cent) and
declined $37.00 (42.5 per cent) per head. lVlilk heifers, 1 year old and under
2 years, number 47,000 or 2.1 per cent less than last year, and 3,000 (6.8 per
cent) more than in 1920. All cattle number 1,277,000 or 11.4 per cent less
than last year, and are valued at $32.98, an increase of $6.78 per head; in the
past six years the decrease in number was 480,000 (27.4 per cent), with a
decline of $17.75 (35.2 per cent) in value per animal. The sheep of the state
number 2,459,000, which is a decrease of 157,000, or 6 per cent, over a year
ago. The present value per head is $10.60, being $0.40 higher than a year ago.
The number is 374,000 less than in 1920, while the value increased $1.50 per
head in the six-year period. The estimated numbers of sheep held in the
breeding herds of the state on January 1 this year is about 1,084,000, or about
68,000 more than 1925. The number of sheep in feed lots for fattening on
January 1 was 1,375,000, compared with 1,600,000 a year ago. Swine are placed
at 443,000, a decline of 49,000 (10 per cent) during last year; in the same period
the value per head increased $3.30 (30 per cent), to the present value of
$14.30; the number this year is estimated at 7,000 less than the census num­
ber of 450,00-0 for January 1, 1920, while the value per head is $3.70 (21.5 per
cent) less than six years ago. The Federal Census reported the number of
sows and gilts for breeding purposes in the state January 1, 1920, as 79,658,
or 17.7 per cent of all swine, and on January 1, 1925, reported 76,292 or 17.2
per cent of all swine. County assessors reported about 43,071 brood sows on
April 1, 1925.

Assuming that the results of the special inquiry of December 1, 1925,
still hold good a month later, 49.3 per cent of all the swine on Colorado farms
January 1, 1926, were pigs under six months old and numbered about 222,0-00.
Other swine over six months old including about 76,292 sows numbeped about
221,000.

The numbers of sheep still on feed in transit in the state, on April 1, of each
year, as shown by county assessors' figures to the Colorado State Tax Com­
mission, and the total numbers of sheep on feed in transit on January 1 of
each year, as shown by special reports to the Division of Crop and Livestock
Estimates since 1.914, are as follows:

Nun1ber Number Number Number
Year April 1 Jan. 1 Year April 1 Jan. 1

1914 not segreg't'd 1,300,000 1921 · ... 1,029,242 1,283,000
1915 not segreg't'd 1,116,000 1922 .... 762,872 1,040,000
1916 767,468 1,150,000 1923 · ... 1,145,104 1,500,000
1917 929,659 1,250,000 1924 · ... 1,137,676 1,400,000
1918 806,560 1,135,JOO 1925 · ... 1,370,479 1,600,00u
1919 656,455 940,000 1926 .... ••• • ll •• 1,,375,000
1920 666,810 950,000
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