
FOhT

BULLETIN NO. 31
DECEMBER~ 1921

Crop Report for Colorado
U. S. Department of Agriculture

Bureau of Markets and Crop Estimates

H. C. Taylor. Chief w. W. Putnam, Agricultural Stati3lician

In Cooperation with

Colorado State Board of Immigration
Division of Agricultural Statistics

Edward D. Foster. Commi33ioner Howard D. Sullivan, Deputy

Final estimates made by the Colorado Co-operative Crop Reporting Service,
based upon reports of county assessors, place the area of all crops harvested
in Colorado in 1921, exclusive of orchards, at 5,947,345 acres, compared with a
revised estimate of 5,828,805 acres harvested in 1920. The acreage cultivated
in the state each year was considerably larger than the acreage harvested, as
there is always some acreage abandoned, due to crop failure. The 1921 season
was unfavorable in some sections of the state and the area abandoned was
rather large, the area planted being sornewhat more than 6,000,000 acres.
The figures for 1921 have in most cases been corrected by adding 5 percent
to assessor's figures because of incompleteness. Other nlethods were used,
however, in estimating the acreage of the different varieties of hay, as it was
apparent that assessors' reports were 111uch 1110re than 5 percent short of
the true acreage devoted to nearly all hay crops. Acreage reports for 1920
h?,ve been .corrected by adding 10 percent to assessors' figures, instead of the
12 percent used last year, as it now appears that assessors' reports for 1920
were somewhat more complete than they were first thought to be. Acreage
figures for hay for 1920 are also arrived at by other methods, due to the greater
percentage of incompleteness of assessors' figures for hay crops. It has not
been thought advisable to make revisions by counties, for the reason that re­
p,orts for some counties are much more conlplete than for others, some coun­
tIes haVing reports more than 99 percent complete, while a few others were
apparently less than 70 percent complete. Tables published else,vhere in this
BUlle~in give the total acreage reported by county assessors for all crops, by
countIes, and the production by counties for the principal crops. The general
production table, published on page 2 of this Bulletin, gives the acreages as
corrected by t.he methods outlined above, the total production based upon these
~creages and the average yields as estimated by the Crop Reporting Service.
and,~he :alue of each crop based upon prices prevailing on Decen1ber 1 or at
m~l et tune. In the case of S0111e of the n1inor crops total production is not
ca culated. but the value of such crops is based upon the average return which
frow:rs obtain per acre. It \vill be noted that, for crops on which the produc­
dl~ ~s ~~lculated by cou?ties, the total production found in the~e county tables
Plaie1 s f~ on1 that found In the general table on page 2, for varIOUS reasons ex-

ned In the text relating to such crops.
to w~~eat-Reports of county assessors give a total of 1,408,260 acres devoted
actu 11181' wheat for the 1921 harvest, and 377,810 acres of spring wheat. The
1496a.\)~creage of winter wheat planted in the fall of 1920 is estimated at
a~'ea ,l (l. ~cres, and that of spring \vheat planted in 1921 at 397.000 acres. The
of ~~ WInter Wheat harvested for grain is estin1ated at 1,346,000 acres and that
the8~11:1g wheat at 373,000 acres. The 1921 season was very unfavorable in

, nOI theast part of the state, where IllOst of the winter wheat acreage is
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