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General Conditions: The condition of all crops in Colorado on Sep
tember 1 was equal to or better than August 1, with the exception of
spring 'wheat, barley and peaches; and nearly all crops are higher than
last. year on September 1 and higher than the 5 and 10-year averages.
Revisions of acreage figures, which will be made in December, will show
increases over preliminary figures in winter wheat, corn, barley, oats and
possibly in the sorghums, while decreases will be shown in spring wheat,
alfalfa, beans and possibly potatoes. The total area in cultivation in the
state is above 5,500,000 acres. If favorable harvest conditions prevail in
line with the present outlook for large production, and if favorable prices
are received for products, the value of all farm and orchard crops grown
this year will be above $240,000,000, compared with a final estimate of
$191,000,000 last year. The composite condition of all crops in Colorado
on September 1 was 107.9% of the average condition for that date, there
haVing been a 2.2% improvement during the month of August. In the
United States the composite condition of all crops on September 1 was
107.0% of the average, an improvement of 1.7% during August. The total
production of important products conlpared with last year in the United
States is estimated as follows: Corn, 107.3%; Wheat, 81.8 %; Oats,
115.5%; Barley, 117.6%; Rye, 88.0%; Buckwheat, 95.1 %; Potatoes,
115.4%; Sweet Potatoes, 98.3%; Flaxseed, 132.3%; Rice, 127.7%; Hay
(all), 98.0%; Clover Seed, 131.80/0; Sugar Beets, 100.3%; Cotton, 113.30/0;
Beans, 79.1 %; Peanuts, 116.8%. The level of prices paid producers of the
United States for the principal crops decreased about 10.6% during
August; in the past ten years the price level decreased about 1.20/0 dur-
ing August. On September 1 the index figure of prices was about 7.2c;~
lower tha.n a year ago, O.5'S{) higher than two years ago and 56.9% higher
than the average of the past ten years on September 1.

Corn-~rhe condition of corn in Colorado on Septenlbel' 1 was 92
Per cent of normal, cOlupared with 90 per cent on August 1 and 62
per cent. September 1 last year and 79 per cent the ten year average.



If conditions remain favorable and there is no frost much before the
last of September, the production of corn in Colorado will be the largest
in the history of the state. Based upon prelinlinary estimates fronl
reports of county assessors, the area devoted to the crop in Colorado
this year is estimated at 1,102,000 acres. In 1919 it was estimated
that only about 64 per cent of the crop was harvested for grain, the
remainder being cut for silage or fodder, hogged-off or abandoned.
Based upon this percentage of corn for grain, or 705,000 acres, and
upon the condition, the estimated production is 16,022,000 bushels,
conlpared with a final estim~te of 11,206,000 bushels last year. If
there is no material damag~ fronl frost it is probable that a greater
percentage of this year's corn crop will be harvested for grain than was
harvested for grain last year, in which case the grain production will
be greatly increased. Inquiries will be made later in the season to
determine the percentages of the crop that fall in the classes abore
mentioned.

"\Vheat-The condition of spring wheat depreciated fronl 90 per
cent of normal on August 1 to 85 per cent on September 1, compared
with 65 per cent September 1 last year and 82 per ·cent the ten year
average. Based upon the condition of 85 per cent and 395,000 acres
the forecast, of production for spring wheat is 8,394,000 bushels, "rhich,
added to the forecast of 17,220,000 bushels of winter wheat nlakes a
total forecast for all wheat in Colorado this year of 25,614,000 bushels,
compared with a final estimate of 17,645,000 bushels last year-the
largest crop of wheat in the state to that date. Final figures will prob
ably show considerable increase in the acreage devoted to winter wheat
and may increase the estimated production slightly; while the final
figures on the acreage devoted to spring wheat will probably be lower
and the production proportionately less. The final figures on all wheat
will likely show a slight increase.

Oats, Barley, R)Te, Grain Sorghunls, Sweet Sorghwns, Bean.",
BrooDl Corn and several of the minor crops show no nlaterial change~

from the estimates of August 1, and the estimates on these crops car
be readily understood without further comment by reference to tllt

figures in the general sumnlary table on pages 15 and 16.

All Hay-The principal figures upon the acreages and productiOI
of all hay and alfalfa are available in the sunllnary on pages 15 au(
16. Average yields of all classes of hay are e'stilnated higher this yea:
than last and higher than the averages for preceding years. The aver
age per acre for all tame hay being 2.4 tons per acre, cOlup;1red wit!
2.2 in 1919 and 2.2 the ten-year average; and for wild hay, 1.16 ton
this year, cOlllpared with 1.0 ton in 1919 and 1.°1 tons the nine-yea
average; while tinlothy i~J estilnated at 2.2 tons, cOlupared with 1.

1

tons last year and 2.0 tons in 1918. The acreage devoted to tillloth:
in the state this year is 122,000 acres, or 98 per cent of the acreag
of last year. The prelirninary estiulate of the acreage devoted to tam
hay in Colorado this year is 1,076,°°° acres, or 101 per cent of las
year, and the acreage devoted to wild hay is 367,0°0 acres, or 102 pe

cen t of last year.
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Potatoes, Sugar Beets and Fruit figures are available in the sum
mary table on pages 15 and 16. These figures are higher for September
1 than for August 1 on potatoes, sugar beets, apples and pears, and
slightly lower prospects for peaches.

The figures for other miscellaneous important United States crops,
;10t grown commercially in Colorado but somewhat competitive with
Colorado crops, are represented at the end of the summary table, page
16.

Swine-The, estimated number of hogs for fattening in Colorado
on September 1 was 202,230, or 85 per cent of that of last year, and
in the United States was 91.1 per cent of the number on hand a year
ago, or 56,549,000, compared with 62,073,000 last year.

Wool-The total production of wool for 1920 in Colorado as conl
pared with 1919 is estimated at 80 per cent, or about 6,252,000 pounds.
In the United States the total production of wool is estimated as 97.5
per cent of last year, or 258,824,000 pounds.

REPORTS OF COUNTY ASSESSORS ON CROP ACREAGES.

On pages 5 to 12 inclusive of this Bulletin will be found tables
showing the acreage by counties of the principal crops grown in Colo
rado in 1920, as reported to the State Board of Immigration by county
assessors. A comparison of these acreage figures with those published
in the Crop Bulletin in August and December last year will show that
there is an increase in the total cultivated acreage reported for 1920
over that reported for 1919, and an increase in the acreage reported
for all the principal crops except potatoes, beans, spring wheat and
field peas. There are slight decreases in the acreages reported for
SOUle of the minor crops, but substantial increases are shown for all
the leading major crops, such as winter wheat, corn, sorghums and
alfalfa.

These increases are due partly to the fact that report.s of county
assessors are somewhat more complete this year than they were last
year, there being approximately 50,00° faruls reported in 1920, COIll

pared with 47,879 in 1919. There seenlS to be little dOlibt, however,
that the acreage in cultivation in the state this year is actually greater
t.han that cultivated last year, and as a result of the luore favorable
season this year the acreage for harvest in 1920 in considerably larger
than that harvested in 1919.

Y~t a cOlllparison of the figures for this year by counties ,vith
those for last year ,vill show that not all assessors have lllade an iUl
provenlent in their 1920 reports. A fe,v counties, like Yuma, Las
Anin1as, Garfield, Montrose, Delta, l\1esa and Baca, have shown large
increa.ses in the nUlllber of farnl schedules reported as \vell as in culti
vated acreage. On the other hand a number of counties, like Larimer,
La Pla.ta, Adanls, Jefferson and Conej os, have reported fewer farm
schedules than they reported last yeal· and in Inost cases a smaller
acreage of crops in cultivation. Counties whose reports 'vere nearly
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complete for both years, like Logan, Phillips and Weld, show but little
change in cultivated acreage this year as compared with last year. No
report whatsoever had been received from Rio Grande county at the
time this Bulletin went to press and the reports for Jackson and Park
counties were incomplete. The reports received last year from Rio
Grande county were incomplete, so it is· impossible to estimate what
should be shown by the report this year. In the report from Jackson
county published herein 75 farm schedules are included, while 260
schedules were included in the complete report last year. Park county
has reported 247 schedules this 'year, compared with a complete report
covering 290 schedules last year.

The blanks furnished county assessors for taking farm schedules
this year were much more comprehensive than those furnished last
year, and as a result acreage reports are given this year on many small
crops that were not reported in 1919. ,This accounts for a part of the
increase in cultivated acreage this year over that reported for last
year. Present indications are that reports for the state asa whole are
approximately ~ 0 per cent of the actual acreage in cultivation, so that
the cultivated area evidently is somewhat above 5,500,000 acres, per
haps close to 6,000,000 acres.

In the December Crop Bull~tin revised figures on the acreage of
all the principal crops, by counties, will be published, together with
the total production of all the principal crops, also by counties. Before
that time a careful study of all the acreage figures for the state as a
whole will be made and such increases will be made in calculating the
total acreage and production for the various crops as may be found to
be necessary. In making the final estimates of production of crops last
year a fiat increase of 10 per cent was made in the assessor's figures
for acreage of practically all crops. A partial study of the figures so
far reported this year indicate that a somewhat larger increase should
have been made in last year's acreage figures, and these will be revised
later in the year, for purposes of accurate comparison. Lack of space
makes it impossible to give detailed comparisons between the acreage
figures for this year and last year, but those who are interested in mak
ing such comparisons may obtain copies of the August, 1919, Bulletin,
in which the acreage figures for last year were published, by writing to
the State Board of Imluigration, State Capitol, Denver, Colo.

Estimates of production of the principal crops grown in the state
this year, found on pages 15 and 16 of this Bulletin, are based upon
preliminary acreage figures, and not upon the acreages reported by
county assessors as found in other tables herein. The necessary re
visions, which will be made in December, will apparently result in
increases in the estimated production of winter wheat, corn, oats and
barley, and decreases for spring wheat, rye, alfalfa and possibly pota-
toes.
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