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\Vintcl' "Theat-The condition of 'winter 'wheat ilnproved greatly
during the 1110nth of A.pril, due to excellent precipita;tion over a large
portion of the state. The estilnates of May 1 place the acreage of
winter wheat left for harvest in the state at 88 per cent of last year's
acreage, or 861,000 acres, c0111pared with 1,064,000 acres harvested
last year. The reports indicate that 92 per cent of the irrigated acre­
age and 88 per cent of the non-irrigated acreage is left for harvest
this year. Due to the unfavorable condition of the soil at planting tinle
lcu;t fall and the severe windy and dry weather in l\1arch, the aban­
donUlent for this year is estilllated at 12 per cent of the acreage planted,
lil' about 117,000 acres, conlpared with an abandonnlent of 1 per cent
last. year and an average aballdonnlent of about 8.8 per cent for the
preceding six years. The condition of the crop on l\'Iay 1 is estilllat.ed
at S5 per cell t of normal, corupared ,vith 75 per cent on ...I\.pril 1 and
102 per cent l\lay 1 last year, and an average condition on ]\'1ay 1 of
92 per cent. The condition of 85 per cent applied to the estinlated
acreage indicates a production, if \veather conditions continue favor­
able. of 13,173,000 bushels. cOlnpared ,vith 11,917,000 bushels, the
llnal esti111ate last year.

The condition of \vinter \vheat for the United States on l\lay 1
was 79.1 per cent of norrnal, cOIllparecl \vith 100.5 per cent on l\lay 1
last year and an average condition on l\'Iay 1 of 87.1 per cen t for the
past ten years. The abandonnlent this year is 11.9 per cene cOlnpared
with 1.1 per cent last year and an average abandonnlent of 10.9 per
cent. The area left for harvest is estilnated at 34,165,000 acres, COlll­
pared ,vitil 49,905,000 acres harvested last year and 37,130,000 acres
harvested in 1918. The production for this year. based upon the
acreage and condition. is estinH1 ted at 4 S4. 6 4 7,°0 0 bushels, conlpared
with the final estiInat.e last veal' of 731.636.000 bushels and a final
estilnate in 1918 of 565.099,0'00 bushels. .

The Bureau of Crop Estilnates of the lTutted States Bureau of
l'l'(1) Estirnates received ,vord late in .April froin the In ternational
Institute of .A.griculture at ROIHe. Italy. that the area devoted to \vinter
Wheal in Spain, France. Scotland. RouIuania. Bessarabia, Canada.
1T 11 it ed States, Brit i s 11 Ind i a I J apa n a11 d Tnn i s t his year is ~) 2. 3 per ce11 t



of last year's acreage and 91 per cent of the five-year average. The
actual area is estiulated at 94,962,000 acres. The condition of all
cereals at that tilne was good in Great Britain, Ireland, Dennlark, .A.. us­
tria and IVlorocco and about average in Italia, Algeria and Mesotopamia.

Rye-The acreage of winter rye in Colorado is estiulated at 85
per cent of last year's acreage, or about 10 9,000 acres, cOlnpared with
120,000 acres in 1919 and 127,000 acres in 1918. The condition of
rye on lVlay 1 ,vas 85 per cent, con1pared with 75 per cent on April 1
an d 1°1 per cen ton lV1 ay 1, 1 9 1 9, and 9 6 per cent, 011 IV1ay 1 , 1 918 .
The forecast of prod nction for this year is 1,2°4,°°°bushels, cOlnparecl
''lith 1,560,000 bushels last year and 887,000 bushels in 1918. Rye
suffered fronl the sall1e causes of, depreciation and ilnproven1ent as
affected \vinter ·wheat.

The acreage of rye for the United States is placed at 5,465,000
acres, or 77.4 per cent of last year's acreage, which "was 7,063,000
acres, cOlllpared ,vith 6,391,000 acres in 1918. The condition of I've
on IVlay 1 'was 85.1 per cent of norn1al, conlpared 'with 86.8 per ce~lt
on April 1, 95.4 per cent on May 1, 1919, and an average condition of
90.5 per cent on May 1 for the past ten years. The estinlated forecast
of production this year is 79,789,000 bushels, cOll1pared with the final
estimate of 88,478,°°° bushels last year and 91,°41,°°° bushels in
1918.

All Has-The acreage of tan1e hay in Colorado this year is esti­
ll1ated to be the san1e as last year, \vith a decrease of 1 per cent in
wild hay, Inakin g the acreage of all hay abou t 99.6 per cent of that
for last yeaT, or 1,425,000 acres (1,068,500 acres tan1e and 356,500
acres wild), cOlnpared with 1,431,000 acres last year and 1,384,000
acres in 1918. The condition of hay n1eadows this year is 95 per cenC
cOlupared with 100 per cent last year and 94 per cent in 1918. These
figures forecast a production of 2,673,000 tons, conlpared with 2,699.­
500 tons last year and 2,666,300 tons in 1918. The alnount of hay on
faruls in the state on l\1ay 1 was estilnated at 9 per cen t of last year'.:;
crop, or 248,000 tons, conlpared with 6 per cent last year, or 148,000
tons. There \vas apparently sufficient hay left over to properly carp
for all of t.he live stock of the state during the recen 1. stor111s in April
had it been properly distributed and available at the critical titne.

Prelilninary estilnates for the lTnited States indicate that thl'
acreage of talne hay to be harvest.ed this year is 99.7 per cent of that
harvested last year, or 56,191,°°0 acres, and of wild hay 99.2 per cent.
or 15,561,000 acres. This n1akes a total of 71,752,000 acres devoted
to all hay, con1pared \vith 72,0:34,000 acres last year and 71,415,000
acres in 1918. The condition of hay l11eadovvs on lVlay 1 was 89.4 per
cent, con1pared with 94.3 per cent on May 1 last year and an average
condition of 89 per cent on May 1 for the past ten years. These figures
indicate a production of 111, R31,000 tons t.his year, c0111pared 'with
108,666,000 tons last year and 91,139,000 tons in 1918. The alllounL
of last year's hay still on the farnls is estilnated at 10.5 per cent of
the 1919 crop, or 11,377,00° tons, c0111pared with 9.4 per cent, or
8,559,000 tons last year and 11.6 per cent, or 11,589,000 tons, t.he
five-year average.

Pastures-The condition of pastures in Colorado on lVlay 1 was
82 per cent of norll1al, con11Htred ,vith 97 per cent. all l\lay 1 last year
and an average condition of 89 per cent on l\1ay 1., Pastures arc
reported late in all parts of the state, due to cool, wet weather. Con­
dition of pastures for the lTllited States is placed at 79.81 per cent. of
nor111al, con1pared \vith 9 O. 3 per cent last year and an average condi­
tion of 85.5 per cen 1. on IVlay 1 for the past ten years.

l)l<nving, Spl'ing' SO\\'ing and Planting-The advancelnent of spring
\vorl\: and plowing in Colorado on l\1ay 1 \vas 111 Hch behind the usual-
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~p 'ing plo'wing, being 52 per cent c0111plete. conlpared with. 70 per c.ent
la~t year, and an average of 65 per cent on Nlay 1. SprIng plantIng
was onlY 45 per cent completed on IVlay 1, eOlupared \vith 63 per c~nt
last year and an average of 57 per cent. In the United States sprIng
pl;w~ing was only 60.1 per cent conlplete on May 1, cOlllpared with
72.7 per cent last year and an average of 71.4 per cent on May 1 for
the past ten years. Spring sowing and planting was only 52.3 per
cent cOlllplete, cOlllpared with 61 per cent last year and 59 per cent
for the 1O-year average .

.A.gricultural Outlool{-The Cooperative Crop Reporting Service
makes an inquiry each 11l01lth regarding the anlount of moisture in the
soil compared with normal. Results of this inquiry were tabulated in
the April Crop Bulletin under the heading "lVloisture." In this copy
of the Bulletin they are tabulated by counties in the table on page 7,
under the heading "Moisture COlllpared With NormaL" These figures
show the views of reporters regarding the condition of the soil with
reference to 1110isture and its possibilities for crop production, conl­
pared with what they regard as a norinal condltion for the season of
the veal' at which the report is nlade. They' are not llleant to indicate
a nl~asure of the aillount of llloisture that has fallen during the season
up to the tilHe the report is nlade, as sho'wn by the rain gauges, but
the actual aUlount of nloisture in the soil at the tinle the report is
made, conlparedwith a llorlnal 1110isture condition at that time. The
reports are lneant. to sho\v the actual amount of moisture in the soil
available for agricultural purposes, without reference to the amount of
precipitation that has fallen. In other words, heavy precipitation dur­
ing a short period does not enter the soil to any considerable extent,
while a nluch lighter precipitation, falling over a longer period of tinle,
may result in a 111 ucll larger anlount of available soil moisture, and
therefore should be reported with a higher percentage figure.

Replies to this inq uiry show that moisture conditions in Colorado
on l\fay 1 were regarded as exceptionally favorable to crop production,
2xcept in Districts 8 and 9, in the south-central and southeastern parts
of the state. In all districts except the two named above the anlount
of lllojsture in the soil was reported as above normal, ranging fronl
1() 1 per cent to 135 per cent. The average per cent of moisture sho,vn
for the several districts is as follows: District 1, 135 per cent; Dis­
trict 2. 119 per cent; District 3, 124 per cent;. District 4, 119 per cent;
District 5, 115 per cent; District 6, 101 per cent; District 7, 115 per
cerlt; District 8, 90 per cent; District 9, 91 per cent. The average for
the state is 110 per cent.

Dry Beans-Replies to a special inquiry on intentions to plant
indicate that unless the farnlers Inaterially revise their plans the bean
acreage in Colorado will be only about 65 per cent of that for last year,
which would ll1ean only about 45,000 acres, cOlllpared with 69,000
acres in 19191 and 252,000 acres in 1918. Siulilar reports frOln five
of the principal bean prod ucing states indicate that the bean acreage
this year in the five states will be only about 71 per cent of that for
last year, or 706,750 acres, cOlnpared with 1,002,000 acres last year.
By states these estilnates are as follo\vs: New York, 90 per cent, or
90,000 acres, cOlllpared with 100,000 acres last year; l\1ichigan, 75 per
cent, or 232,500 acres, conlpared with 310,000 acres last year; Colo­
rado, 65 per cent, or 44,850 acres, cOlllpared \vi th 69,000 acres last
year; New· lVIeXico, 80 per cent, or 102,400 acres, cOlllpared ,vith 128,­
o~ 0 acres last year; California, 60 per cent, or 237,°0 0 acres, compared
~lth 395,00° acres last ·year. In California the acreage devoted to
luna beans is only abou t 90 per cent of that for the preceding year, or
118,000 acres, and other beans only 45 per cent, or, about the same
acreage as linla beans, 118,000 acres. In addition to the foregoing
the Idaho Crop Reporting Service reports the area devoted to beans in
Idaho last year as 28,000 acres, cOlllpared ,vitll 43,0°0 acres in 1918;
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and reports frolll the lTnited States Bureau of Crop Estill1ates indicate
that the acreage to be planted in Idaho this year ,vill be about the
san1e as last year. .

l>otatoes-Replies to a prelilninary inquiry on intentions of fann­
ers to plant indicate that the acreage devoted to this crop in Colorado
this year will be about 94 per cent of last year's acreage. Seven of the
principal late potato producing states apparently will plant only about
95 per cent of the acreage of last year, or 1,414,990 acres, cOlnpared
with 1,505,000 acres harvested last year. The percentages and acre­
ages by states follow: New York, 97 per cent, or 352,110 acres this
year, c0111pared with 363,000 aeres last year; Michigan, 90 per cent, or
293,400 acres, cOll1pared with -326,000 acres last year; Wisconsin, 95
per cent, or 285,000 acres, c0111pared \vith 300,000 acres last year;
Colorado, 94 per cent, or 86,480 acres, ,colnpared with 92,000 ac.res
last year; Idaho, 95 per cent, or 34,200 acres, cOlnpared \vith 36,000
acres last year; IVIinnesota, S9 per cent. or 267,0°° acres, compared
with 300,000 acres last year; California, 110 per cent, or 96,800 acres
cOlllpared with 88,000 acres last year. Reports indicate that the aere­
age of potatoes to be planted in Maine \vill be as near as possible to
the full acreage, dependent upon th.e amount of fertilizer available.
The area harvested in Maine last year was 102,°°° acres, in 1918,
112,000 acres, and in 1917, 15 0,°00 acres. The acreage of potatoes to
be planted seen1S to be largely linlited hy the high price and scarcity
of good seed.

Mortaliqr and Condition of Live Stock-In Colorado the losses of
live stock due to disease and exposure exclusive of old age, accident
and slaughter, have been greater in all classes of live stock except
swine than the average for the past eight years. There have been
especially heavy losses fron1 exposure in range stock in sonle sections
of the state, due to the severe and unexpected snow stornlS during
April. Reports of the anloun 1. of the 1919 crop of hay left over show
that there was apparently sufficient hay in the state to have properly
fed all live stock if it had been available in the sections where needed
at the critical tin1e. The reports show that the deaths of horses from
disease have been 21 head per 1,000, c0111pared with 19 head per 1,000
last year and an average of 1 7 head per 1,000 for the past eight years.
Losses of cattle fronl disease were 2° head per 1,°°0, cOlnpared with
22 head per 1,°°° last y"ear and an average of 18 head per 1,000 for
the past seven years, while losses froln exposure are estinlated at 45
head per 1,000, c0111pared ,vith 40 head per 1,000 last year and an
average of 21 head per 1,°°°for the past eight years. Losses of sheep
from disease were about norulal, being 21 head per 1,000, cOlllpared
with 24 head per 1,000 last year and an average of 17 head per 1,000
for the past eight years; while losses of sheep froln exposure al110unted
to 45 head per 1,000, cOlnpared with 59 head per 1,000 last year and
an average of 30 head per 1, 00° for the past eight years. Losses of
lambs frolll disease and exposure were 50 head per 1,000, conlpared
with 57 head per 1,000 last year and an average of 42 head per 1,000
for the past eight years. Losses of swine froll1 disease were 20 head
per 1,000, con1pared with 20 head per 1,000 last year and all average
of 37 head per 1,000 for the past eight years. The health of all live
stock on May 1 was sOlnewhat 10'wer than usual, the condition of horses
being 93 per cent of norlllal, cOlllpared with 95 per cent last year and
an average of 98 per cen 1. on lVlay 1 for the past eigh t years. The con­
dition of cattle on May 1 was 89 per cent of 110rnlal, cOlnpared with 92
per cent last year and an average condition of 96 per cent on May 1
for the past eight years. The condition of sheep on l\1:ay 1 was 94 per
cent, c0111pared with 93 per cent last year and 97 per cent for the eight­
year average. The condition of swine on l\1ay 1 was 96 per cent of
nor1nal, cOIl1pared with 97 per cent last year and 97 per cent for the
eight-year average. The sOlnewhat lower condition of live stock is due
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ttl the severe and unexpected storlllS in ...L\pril and the consequent thin
1'l)1)dirion of all stock \vhere alllple feed was not available. In Colo­
r;;Hln stock are .being placed upon the ranges a little later than usual.

In the lJnited States the loss of horses fron1 disease and exposure
for the past year is estin1ated at 17.6 head per 1,000, compared with
15.7 head per 1,000 last year and 19.1 head per 1,000 the ten-year
;;1' erage. The losses of cattle frolll disease "rere 19.6 head per 1,000,
l'Olllpared with 17.3 head per 1,000 last year and 19.8 head per 1,000,
the ten-year average; and losses. froln exposure were 18.3 head per
1,000, cOlnpared with 15.8 head per 1,000 last year and 14.3 head per
1,000, the ten-year average. Losses of sheep fronl disease were 24
head per 1,000, cOlnpared with 19.7 head per 1,000 last year and 23.9
head per 1,000, the average. The losses of sheep from exposure ,vere
43.1 head per 1,000, c0111pared with 25.1 head per 1,000 last year and
~S.6 head per 1,000, the average. Losses of lalubs frolll both disease
and exposure were 65.8 head per 1,000, conlpared "\vith 48.3 head per
1,000 last year and 57.6 head per 1,000 for the average. Losses of
swine fronl disease were 51.5 head per 1,000, c01l1pared with 41.4 head
per 1,000 last year and 68.8 head per 1,000 for the ten-year average.
The condition of horses of the United States on IVlay 1 was 93.1 per cent
of llorInal, conlpared 'with 95.3 per cent last year and 96.1 per rent
for the ten-year average; cattle, 91.9 per cent, compared 'with 94.7
per cent last year and an average of 95.2 per cent; sheep, 91.6 per
c.ent, cOlnpared with 95.9 per cent last year and 95.4 per cent for the
ten-year average; swineJ 92.3 per cent, cOlllpared with 94.5 p'er cent
last year and 93.8 per cent for the ten-year average.

SU1l1111aries of the lVlay 1 crop and livestock report for Colorado
and the United States will be found on page S of this Bulletin.

CROP REPOR,TING DISTRICTS FOR COLORADO

For convenience in collecting and cOlnpiling crop statistics for
Colorado the state is divided into nine districts as indicated on the nlap
above. In all issues of this Bulletin reports on crops and livestock by
Counties \vill be arranged by districts. The lnap is pu blished here for
the convt~nienc.e of those interested in these reports and should be pre­
served.
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