
~=r:-~"BULLETIN NO. 10

FEBRUARY~ 1920

Colorado Cooperative Crop Reporting Service
(State and Federal)

U. S. Department of Agriculture
Bureau of Crop Estimates

Leon M. Estabrook, Chief W. W. Putnam, Field Agent

Colorado State Board of Immigration
Division of AgriculturalStatistics

Edward D. Foster, Commissioner Howard D. Sullivan, DfpufJ}

Reference to the table published on page 4 of this Bulletin will show
that there has been a slight increase in the numbers of horses, mules and
milch CO\VS in Colorado in the past year. Reports indicate that the num
ber of horses on tarms in the state on January 1, 1920, was 102 per cent
of the number on January 1, 1919; mules, 101 per cent; milch CO\VS,

] \l;j. Other cattle, sheep and swine showed slight decreases during the
year, being respectively 95, 96 and 92 per cent of the numbers reported
('11 January 1, 1919. For the United States as a whole there have been
very slight increases in the numbers of mules and milch cows, while
other cattle, horses, sheep and swine have shown small decreases. All
<:lasses of livestock have shown decreases in average value per head in
Colorado, while in the United States as a whole decreases are shown for
nII except mules and milch CO\VS, 'which show slight increases. Stock
:nell generally are tamiliar with the drop in prices of beef cattle, sheep
and swine on the various markets during the past six or eight months,
which resulted in immense reductions in the value of these animals re
maining in the hands of growers and feeders.

On pages 2 and 3 of this Bulletin will be found an abstract of the
reports of the several county assessors, showing the numbers of the
various classes of livestock on hand in the several counties on April 1,
1~J1H, the averagesprica per head at which they were assessed and the
total assessed valuation, Since these figures are compiled on April 1,
rhey are not strictly cornparable with the estimates made by the Colorado
Cooperative Crop Reporting Service showing the numbers of the various
classes of livestock on hands either 011 January 1, 1919, or January L
1~:120. These figures are of special value as showing the distribution of
the various classes of livestock in the several counties in the state. The
nurnhsr-s, of the various classes of livestock on hands 011 January 1 always
includes many young stock born after April 1 preceding, and therefore
not included in the assessment. In the eases of sheep and swine many
of these are marketed before they a.re a year old and consequently are
ll(~Ver assessed. As shown by the census reports, the number of cows
bping milked in Colorado has alwavs included manv animals of the beet
I.'ather than the dairy type, which are assessed as beef cattle. This
tact. accounts largely for the discrepancy in the number of dairy cattle
as reported by the county assessors and the census, for the census and
the Bureau of Crop Estimates' figures always include in dairy cattle
all CO\VS that are being milked. regardless of their value as milch cows.

. . Special reports received by the Cooperative Crop Reporting Service
IndIcate that trorn 15 to 20 per cent of the number of swine on hands in
Colorado 011 January 1, 1920, 'were brood sows, and rrorn 45 to GO per
cent were pigs under six 1l1011ths old.
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