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Final estimates 111ade by the Colorado Cooperative Crop Reporting
Service place the area of all crops harvested in Colorado" in 1919, exclusive
of orchards, at 5,478,628 acres, compared \vit.h 5,191,271 acres in 1918.
The figures for 1919 are based up-on the reports of county assessors for all
principal crops and in nearly all cases these are corrected by adding 10
per cent to the total of assessors' figures because of the incompleteness
of assessors' returns. It has not been found advisable to atteInpt to make
these corrections by counties, for the reason that the report.s for sonle
counties are much more complete than others, sonle of thelll being nlore
than 95 per cent complete, while others apparently are less than 70 per
cent complete. Tables published elsewhere in this bulletin give the
actual acreage reported by assessors, by counties, for most of the prin
cipal crops, with the production by counties, based upon these acreages.
The general production table published on page 2 of this Bulletin, how
ever, gives the acreage of the various crops a.s eorrected according to the
nlethod outlined above. Total production given in this sanle table is cal
culated upon the revised acreages, and is, of course~ greater than the
total production shown in the tables by counties, except in a fe,v cases.
where other cDnditions that ,vill be expla.ined elsewhere nlodify the fig
ures. The total value of the various crops as given in the table on page
2 is based upon prices prevailing on or about November 1. ·Values of
crops generally are based by the United States Bureau of Crop Estimates
upon values prevailing on D'ecember 1, and the values of crops for the
United States as a whole, published on pages 22 and 23, are based upon
prices of that date. D'ecelnber 1 prices this year are hi~heT than NoveIu
bel' 1 prices in 1l10St all cases, and if Deceinber 1 pri\..'-.J had been used
for corn, wheat, oats, barley, rye, potatoes and hay instead of November
prices the total value of Colorado crops would have been increased by
approximately $2,000,000. Since Deceluber 1 pricees for all crops ",'"ere
not available in time, and since November 1 prices are probably nearer
the average prices at which Colorado farnl crops are sold, it has been
thought best to use Noveulber prices for all crops in the follow'jng table.





Corn-Reports of county assessors show a total of 956,371 acres of
corn planted for all purposes in the state in 1919. Adding 10 per cent to
this because ·of incompleteness of assessors' reports we have 1,052,{){)0
acres as the total area devoted to corn in the state. Reports received by
the Cooperative Crop Reporting Service indicate that 63.8 per cent of
this was harvested for grain, 9.85 per cent cut for silage, 15.65 per cent
Cl.t for fodder alone without being husked and 10.70 per cent hogged off
'Jf abandoned. This means that about 671,000 acres of corn was harvested
for grain, compared with 610,000 acres in 1918. The average yield per
acre is estimated at 16.7 bushels, compared ·with 17.5 bushels for 1918.
The average yield per acre for this crop as well as for most other crops
grown in the state in 1919 was below normal, as a result of unfavorable
weather conditions in some of the most important agricultural districts.
It will be noted that in the table devoted to corn, published elsewhere in
thIs volume, the production is calculated on the entire acreage, for the
reason that it was inlpracticable to estimate accurately the acreage har
vested for grains in the various counties. The actual production of corn
will be found ill the table published on page 2. Reports indicate that
about 94,196 acres of corn was cut for silage, while the remainder was
cut for fodder, hogged off or abandoned. Reports indicate that there are
at the present time nearly 4,000 silos in the state, and that corn is by
far nlOl'e extensively used for silage than any other crop. The acreage
and production of corn for the United States, as well as for all other
important crops, will be found in the tables on pages 22 and 23.

Wheat-Reports of c·ounty assessors give 967,382 acres of winter
wheat for the state in 1919, and 358,351 acres of spring wheat. With
ten per cent added the areas devoted to these two crops are found to be
1,064,000 acres and 395,000 acres respectively. Reports of threshermen
indicate that the average yield of winter wheat per acre was 11.2 bushels,
and that of spring wheat 14.5 bushels. The higher yield of spring wheat
is due to the fact that about 46 per cent of spring \vheat \vas irrigated while
somewhat less than 12 per cent of the winter 'wheat was grown under
irrigation. The average yield of both winter and spring wheat ,vas below
normal, as a result of unfavorable ,veather conditions. It ,vill also be noted
by reference to the table published elsewhere in this Bulletin, showing
average yields of grains for Colorado as rep,orted by the census bureau
in 1919, that average yields of wheat have decreased materially in the
past ten years. This is due to the very rapid increase in the acreage of
wheat grown without irrigation in that period, while the increase in the
acreage gro,vn under irrigation has been very small. The census bureau
found 51.1 percent of the wheat harvested in the state in 1909 ,vas grown
under irrigation, while reports of county assessors sho\v that only about
21 per eent of the entire 'wheat acreage ,vas irrigated in 1919. Because
of the shortage of water for irrigation in some of the inlportant wheat
growing counties a considerable anlount of the wheat grown under irri
gation this year did not receive nearly the amount of 'water required to
ma.ture it, and for that reason the average yield of irrigated \vheat in
these counties was much below normal. The acreage devoted to wheat
in the state in 1919 was the largest on record, and the production was
more than 2,()DO,000 bushels greater than the production for 1918, whieh
was the largest up to that date. The total production of ,vheat and the
va.lue of the crop will be found in the table on page 2, as 'vill the pro
duction and value of all other crops. The acreage devoted to this crop
has increas,~d nlore than 200 per cent in the past ten years.

Reports indicate that Colorado farmers have so\vn only 91 per cent
as nluch winter wheat this fall as they sowed in 1918, or 978,000 acres.
eOl1lpared with 1,075,000 sown last fall. The acreage so\vn in the United
~tates this fall \vas only 76.8 per cent of that so,vn last fall, or 38,770,000
acres, conlpared with 50,489,000 acres sown in 1918. Only two states.
Wisconsin and New M'exico. report 1nore \vint.er wheat sown this fall
than last, while t\VO states, Arizona and Idaho, report the salue acrea.ge.
Kansas reports a sowing of only 79 per cent.
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Oats-Reports of county assessors show 226,185 acres of oats in the
state in 1919, which, with 10 per cent added for incompleteness, gives
a total of 249,00{) acres, compared with a corrected figure of 251,000 acree
in 1918. The average yield per acre, as determined from reports of thresh.
ermen and fronl other sources, was 26.2 bushels, compared with a cor
reefed figure of 30 bushels for last year. Assessors' reports show that
about 50 per cent of the 1919 oats crop was irrigated, compared with 69.7
per cent in 1909. The average yield per acre in 19{)9 was 27.7
bushels. The acreage devoted to -oats in Colorado has not shown the
rapid increase noticable in other crops within the past ten years. The
census bureau reported 275,948 acres of oats harvested in the state in
1909, or a greater acreage than \vas harvested this year. The decrease
is partly accounted for by the rapid increase in the acreage devoted to
wheat and rye and to a less pronounced increase in the acreage devoted
to barley.

Barley-Reports of county assessors place the acreage of barley
grown in the state in 1919 at 181,606 acres. An increase of ten per cent
for incompleteness of these reports gives approximately 200,000 acres as
the area harvested. The average yield is estimated at 19.5 bushels per
acre, compared 'with 18 bushels, the revised figure for 1918. Assessors'
reports show that about 38 per cent of the acreage devoted to this crop
\vas irrigated, wl:lile the report of the census· bureau shows that 68.3 per
cent of the acreage harvested in 1909 was irrigated. The census bureau
found the average yield on the 71,411 acres devoted to this crop in 1909
to be 26.4 bushels per acre. This rapid increase in non-irrigated acrtage
deYoted to the crop, with only a very slight increase in the frrigated
acreage, accounts largely for the decrease in average yield. This is
one of the few crops that sho\v a decrease in acreage harvested in 1919
as compared with 1918.

Rye-Assessors' reports showed 162,705 acres devoted to rye in the
state in 1919, which, increased by 10 per cent on account of inconlplete
ness, gives a total area of 179,000 acres. Reports received by the Cooper
ative Crop Reporting Service indicate that approzimately 80 per cent of
this, or about 143,000 acres, was harvested for grain, the remainder being
principally hogged off or abandoned. The table showing the acreage of
rye and production by counties is based upon the assessors' figures and
upon the theory that the entire acreage was harvested for grain, it being
impossible to deterluine accurately the acreage harvested for grain in
the various counties. The correct grain acreage and production will be
found in the crop production table on page 2. The average yield is esti
mated at 8.8 bushels per acre, compared with 7 bushels last year. There
has been a remarkable increase in the acreage devoted to this crop in the
past ten years, the census bureau reporting but 15,715 acreS for 1909.
The average yield at that time as reported by the census bureau was
12.6 bushels per acre. Less than three per cent of the 1919 acreage was
irrigated, compared with 5.7 per cent irrigated in 1909.

Preliminary reports indicate that farmers planted only 91 per cent
as much winter rye this fall as they did in the fall of 1918. Since reports
of county assessors did not designate between winter and spring rye it
is impossible to determine how much of the acreage of rye harvested in
1919 was from fall planting and it is therefore inlpossible to estimate
the acreage of fall rye sown in the state this year. This will be deter
mined later from reports of county assessors gathered in 1920. The acre
age of winter rye reported for the United States is but 76.5 per cent of
that planted in the fall of 1918.

Potatoes-Reports of county assessors sho\ved 92,502 acres of potatoes
planted in 1919. Since county assesors for the nlost part compiled their
reports in April they learned what acreage farmers proposed to plant to
potatoes rather than what acreage was really planted. The spring of
1919 ,vas unfavorable for planting potatoes in SODle sections of the state
and for that rea.son farmers in ll1any cases did not succeed in planting
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all they intended to plant. For this reason it has not been thought advis
able to make any addition to the acreage of potatoes as rep-orted by county
assessors, for failures to plant what it was intended to plant perhaps fully
made up for any shortness of the reports of assessors. In this case
the acreage shown in the table giving the county figures is the same as
that appearing in the crop production table on page 2. The average
yield of potatoes is estimated at 120 bushels per acre, compared with
IGU bushels in 1918. The season was exceptionally unfavorable for the
production of potatoes in some of the important producing sections, par
ticularly in the northern Colorado district. Assessors' reports show that
about 71.2 per cent of the acreage devotEt-d to potatoes in 1919 was irri
gated, compared with 69 per cent in 1909. Non-irrigated potatoes were
almost a failure in the state this year, the average yield being but 34.31
bushels, compared with more than 10D bushels for 1909. The commercial
production of potatoes for the state, being that part of the crop shipped
t.o nlarket on railroad cars, is estiulated at 10,000 cars of about 600
bushels each. The follo\ving table shows the commercial production of
potatoes in the principal potato producing states as estinlated on Decem
ber 15:

COMME:RCIAL POTATO P'RODUCTION.

790
6,83()
2,400
1,200
4,500

.\laine .
~ew York .
Pennsylvania ..
}Iiehigan .
\Visconsin
Minnesota

St_a_te_, c_a_r_s i _S_ta_t_e c_a_r_s i _s_ta_,_te c_a_r_s

27,499 I Iowa 229 I Nevada .
11,500 North Dakota .. 2,000 Idaho .

6,600 Nebraska 2,211 Washington .
10,460' Montana 450 Oregon .
20,900 Colorado 1D,000 I California .
25,105 Utah 450 I

! I United States .. 133,124
I

The above estimates are based upon an average of 700 bushels per
car load for the United states but in Colorado the average is figured as
600 bushels per car.

Sorghums-Reports of county assessors show 255,605 acres devoted
to grain sorghums (milo, kafir, feterita, etc.), in 1919. Ten per cent
added to this because of the incoillpleteuess of the reports gives 281,165
acres as the entire area devoted to grain sorghums in the state. Reports
:eceived by the Cooperative Crop Reporting Service indicate that approx
Imatly 53 per cent of this, or 149,000 acres, was harvested for gra.in,
With an average yield of 14.5 bushels per acre, while the renlainder of
the crop was cut for silage or forage or was hogged off or abandoned.
This is by far the largest acreage of grain sorghums ever reported for
the state, the area found by the census bureau in 1909 being but 11,971
acres. In addition to this there was approximately 106,000 acres devoted
to sweet sorghums (canes), most of which was harvested for forage.
The census bureau found but 101,721 acres of all crops cut for forage in
19~9. whereas in 1919 the ~rea is apparently about 387,000 acres, comprised
chlefty of sorghulns, but including some corn, some sudan grass and other
smaller crops. The popularity of the sorghums in the non-irrigated dis
tricts of eastern Colorado is best sho\vn by the rapid increase in the
acreage devoted to these crops in these counties in the past ten years
Although it is impossible to determine from the census report ,vhat ,vas
the entire acreage devotd to £orghums in 1909, it is safe to say that there
b.as been an increase of fully 500 per cent. in' the acreage de"Voted to all
sorghums in the state since that time.



BeanS-Dry beans for the consumers' market was the only major
crop which showed any considerable decrease in acreage in 1919 as com·
pared with the preceding year. The estimated area harvested was 69,300
acres, compared with 252,000 acres in 1918. Reports.of county assessors
showed 74,586 acres of these beans planted or to be planted when these
reports were compiled, but information received later by the Cooperative
rCrop Reporting Service indicated that about 90,000 acres was planted, some
farmers increasing their acreage because of special conditi·ons prevailing
at planting time, which appeared to make it advisable to plant beans in
stead of other crops they had planned to plant. The season was un
favorable for the developnlent of the crop and reports indicate that only
the acreage given above was harvested, the remainder being cut for fDr
age or abandoned. Average production was about 6.5 bushels per acre.
The decrease in acreage was due chiefly to unsatisfactory prices obtained
by growers for the 1918 crop of pinto beans, most of the beans grown in
the state being of the pinto variety. There was also a sharp decrease in the
acreage devoted to beans for seed. This is one of the principal seed crops
grown in the state, and reports indicate that about 31,000 acres of seed
beans were grown in the state in 1918. Reports of county assessors
sh{)wed only about' 12,000 acres of seed beans planted last spring, farmers
apparently not being entirely satisfied with the returns obtained for the
1918 crop.

Broom Corn-About 17,000' acres of broom corn was grown in Colo
rado in 1919, compared with 30,000 acres in 1918. T'he decrease in acreage
was due largely to dissatisfacti-on on the part of growers with the prices
obtained for the 1918 crop. Broom corn is grown almost exclusively in the
southeast corner of the state (D·istrict 9), in Baca and Prowers counties,
with small acreages in some of the adjoining counties. The average yield
per acre in 1919 is estimated at 350 pounds, the same as last year.

Hay-H,ay has been 'Colorado's leading crop for a good many years,
both in acreage and in total value. It will be found by reference to the
crop production table on page 2 that it still retains first position in total
value, but is surpassed by wheat in acreage. The area devoted to tame
hay in 1919 was 1,068,500 acres, and wild hay 360,000 acres, or a total of
1,428,500 acres, about 3{)',000 acres less than was devoted to the 1919
wheat crop. Alfalfa, which has been one of Colorado's most important
crops for a good many years, is the chief item in the hay crop, the area
devoted to it being 662,000 acres, with an average yield of 2.6 tons per
acre. Timothy ranks next to alfalfa among tanle hays. The remainder
of the tame hay crop is made up of clover alone, timothy and clover
mixed, sweet clover, field peas cut for hay and grains cut green. There
has been a considerable decrease in the area devoted to wild hay, by
reason of the large increases in cultivated acreage in the state in the
past few years. The price of hay is exceptionally high at this time, mak
ing the hay crop by far the most valuable grown in the state, accounting
for more than one-fourth the value of all crops grown.

Sugar Beets-Reports of factories showed that 236,000 acres of sugar
beets were contracted for the 1919 crop, but conditions at planting time
were unfavorable for getting the crop in and the entire acreage 'was not
planted. Reports of county assessors showed a little above 185,000 acres
planted and advance reports from factories show approximately 185,000
acres harvested. The growing season was not favorable for the crop,
drought and insect pests reducing the yield materially. Preliminary re
ports place the average yield per acre at slightly less than 10 tons to the
acre, which is considerably below normal. The total value of the crop
to the growers is the largest on record for the state, not on account of
record production, but because the price paid farmers per ton-$10.00
was the highest ever paid in the state except for 1918, when the produc
tion was much below nornlaI, on account of small acreage.



Cabbage-Reports of county assessors indicate that 4,014 acres of
cabbage was harvested in the state this year, compared with about 5,000
acres last year. The average yield was estimated at slightly in excess of
10 tons per acre, compared with about 7.4 tons in 1918. According to the
best information -obtainable the commercial crop for 1919 amounted to
about 1,994 cars, or about 25,0'00 tons, compared with 1,929 cars, or about
24,01jO tons in 1918. These figures are based upon incomplete reports and
are subject to revision when more complete information is available.

Onions-County assessors did not furnish complete acreage reports on
onions. The best information available indicates that about 680 acres
was devoted to the crop in 1919, compared with 735 acres in 1918. The
total production for 1919 is estimated at 170,000 bushels, compared with
1R0 7000 bushels in 1918. Incomplete reports show the commercial pro
duction of onions in 1919 to have been about 260 cars, or 130,OQO bushels,
compared with 270 cars, or 135,000 bushels in 1918. The heavy deprecia
tion in acreage in 1919 'was most marked in northern Colorado. Thesp
f!gures, like those for cabbage, are subject to revision when more com
plete information is obtainable.

Cantaloupes--Reports of county assessors, with ten per cent added
because of incompleteness, gives 6,104 acres of cantaloupes grown in the
state in 1919. These are grown almost exclusively in the Arkansas Valley,
chiefly in Oitero and Crowley counties. Complete information is not yet
available showing the total production, but the value of the crDp is esti
mated at $300,00'0, which is regarded as a very conservative figure. The
Bureau of Markets estimates the commercial shipments of cantaloupes
from the state this year is 2,585 cars, compared with 1,720 cars in 1918.
Presumably these figures include shipments of honey dew melons, about
250 cars in 1919 and 140 cars the preceding year.

Apples-The Colorado apple crop this year was one of the largest the
state has produced, in spite of the severe damage caused the crop by
the frost on and about June 1. The agricultural production is estimated
at 3,418,000 bushels, compared with 2,511,000 bushels in 1918 and 3,559,094
bushels reported by the census in 1909, which was one of the best fruit
years Colorado has ever enjoyed, especially for apples. The commercial
production is estimated at 828,000 barrels, or 2,484,000 boxes. Prices
generally were good, though the quality of the crop was sHghtly below
normal as a result of damage caused by insect pests.

Peaches-The Colorado peach crop also was rather a large one, in
spite of damage caused by late spring frosts. The total production is esti
mated at 840,000 bushels, compared with 650,000 bushels last year and
692,258 bushels reported by the census for 1909. Commercial production
is estimated at about 720,000 bushels, compared with 527,000 bushels in
1918. Prices received for this crop also were considerably above the
average.

Pears-Final figures on shipments raised the production of pears for
t.he state much above the preliminary estimates. The total production .
is placed at 311,000 bushels compared with 248,000 bushels in 1918. Com
mercia.l production apparently was about 290,000 bushels, cOlllpared with
226.000 bushels the preceding year. The census bureau found the total
prOduction of pears in 1909 to be 132,536 bushels.

Cherries-The 1919 cherry crop was one of the la.rgest. on record for
th~; state, being estimated at about 5,00-0 tons, compared with about 4.0BO
~ons the preceding year. While there has been a con1paratively slight
Increase in the number of fruit trees of other kinds in the state in the
Past ten years the number of cherry trees of bearing age apparently is
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nearly doubt that reported by the census bureau in 1909. The produc
tion that year was 88,937 bushels, or about 2,500 tons. Commercial cherry
production this year \-vas estimated at about 4,000 tons, \vhich is perhaps
the largest cOlumercial production the state has ever shown.

Seed Craps-Colorado is coming to be one of the most important
states in the production of vegetable seed. The Seed Reporting "Service
of the United States Bureau of Markets found a total of 37,131 acres de
voted to vegetable seeds, including sugar beet seed, in 1918. There was
considerable falling off in 1919, principally in seed beans, which is the
11lOst important seed crop grown in the state. The best information
available indicates that about 24,000 acres was devoted to vegetable seed
in 1919, principally beans, cucumbers, cantaloupes, peas, sweet corn, onion
seed, spinach and squash.

Livestock-A table is published elsewhere in this Bulletin showing
the number of livestock of the different varieties reported to county
assessors for assesslllent purposes in 1919. Every class of livestock shows
an increase ,over 1918 except sheep. The number of horses reported was
354,868, compared with 352,794 in 1918; mules, 33,751, compared with 29,838
in 1918; range cattle, 1,302,135, conlpared with 1,262,616 in 1918; milch
cows, 142,895, conlpared with 137,126 in 1918; sheep, 1,090,108, compared
with 1,164,411 in 1918; and swine, 195,188, conlpared with 194,576 in 1918.
It is generally conceded that the number of livestock reported to assessors
is considerable short of the entire nU111ber in the state, many ·of the
younger stock not being reported. There are also a considerable number
of cattle and sheep transferred from one section of the state for feeding
purposes and assessed under what is kno'wn as a "fed in transit" rate,
which is considerably belovl the total value of the anilnals assessed, on
the theory that the county in which they are fed is entitled to taxes
only on the value added in that county by the feeding process. These
are not included in the figures given above. The Cooperative Crop Re
porting Service is nlaking an inquiry this 1110nth regarding the number
of livestock on farms and will publish the results of this inquiry in the
January Crop Bulletin.

WAGES OF MALE FARM LABOR IN COLORADO.

1919 1915 1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 1910
Per month-

With Board ____ $55.50 $51.00 $41.00 $32.50 $3 O. 6 0 $30.00 $29.10 $29.50
\Vithout Bo'rd.. S1.00 7:1.50 60.00 47.50 45.00 44.60 44.30 4'1.50

Per day at harvest-
With Board ...... - 3.60 3.40 2.G4 2.05 1.89 1.84 1. 75 1.95

\Vithout Bo'rd._ 4.60 4.30 :3.38 2.60 2.40 2.32 2.27 2.47

Per day other than harvest-
With Board ---,. 3.00 2.80 2.15 1.65 1.4:1 1.42 1.36 1.47

\Vithout Bo'reI.. 3.95 ::Lf55 ~. 7 ~l 2.19 ~.O1 1. 98 1.95 2.00

Maps Showing Crop Acreages-The following nlaps are published f,or
the purpose .of showing graphically the distribution of SaIne of the prm'
cipal crops among the various counties of the state. They are based upon
the acreages reported by county assessors, and show only the distribution
of acreage, with no reference to total production. The sYlnbols are placed
within the county borders only in such a way as to show the entire acre·
age grown in the several counties, but without reference to \vhat portions
of the various counties contain this acreage. Three of these maps, those
sho'\ving the acreage of wheat, corn and potatoes, have been published
in previous copies of this Bulletin, and are republished here because of a
desire expressed on the part of some of those receiving the Bulletin to
have them all published under one cover.
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