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"TINTER ',,"HEAT

Preliminary reports indicate that 834,000 acres of winter wheatwas harvested in Colorado this year, though assessors' reports showmore than 930,000 acres planted. The heavy abandonnlent ,vas dueallnost wholly to the drought of May and June, and was confined largelyto the north-central part of the state, Adams, Arapahoe, Jefferson.Boulder, Larimer, Weld and Morgan counties, with some abandonmentin the northwestern section, in Moffat and Rio Blanco counties. Incom­plete returns from threshermen indicate an average yield of 15 bushelsper acre, or a total production of 12,510,000 bushels. The threshingof the crop is well under way and yields generally are good except inthe sections described above. The area affected by the drought, how­ever, includes some of the state's most important wheat producing ter­ritory and the average yield for the state as a whole has been reducedconsiderably below, the nornlal.
For the United States the average yield per acre as indicated byinforulation on August 1 was 14.6 bushels per acre and the total pro­duction 715,000,000 bushels. The forecast on July 1 indicated a pro­dlIction of 839,000,000 bushels. The heavy falling off was due tounfavorable conditions immediately preceding the harvest over a verylarge part of the country's most important wheat growing areas. Thearea devoted to the crop is estimat~d at 48,933,000 acres.

SPRING WHEAT

Reports indicate that 324,000 acres of spring wheat was harvestedin Colorado, though reports from county assessors indicate that morethan 345,000 acres was planted. The abandonlnent was due to thesaIne conditions that affected winter wheat so unfavorably and wasconfined largely to the saUle areas. The condition of the crop on
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August 1 was placed at 80 per cent and the indicated production 6,661,­
000 bushels. This makes a total estimated production of wheat for thE:
state of 19,171,000 bushels, the largest in the history of Colorado.

The cQndition of spring wheat for the United States on August 1
was 53.9 per cent, weather conditions having been exceptionably un­
favorable during July in most of the spring wheat area of the country.
This condition, applied to the 22,593,000 acres devoted to the crop~

indicates a production of 225,000,000 bushels, as compared with a fore­
cast of 322,00-0,000 bushels on July 1. The estimated production of all
wheat in the United States is 940,000,000 bushels, compared with a
forecast of 1,161,000,000 bushels on July 1 and a production last year
of 917,100,000 bushels.

CORN

Reports from county assessors show that something more than
950,000 acres of corn was planted in Colorado this year and prelim­
inary reports received by the Co-Operative Crop Reporting Service
indicate that approximately 900,000 acres of this will be harvested for
grain. The condition of the crop on August 1 was 79. per cent, indi­
cating a production of 18,000,000 bushels, compared with a revised
estinlate of 20,585, 000 bushels last year and an average production of
10,640,000 bushels.

The condition of corn in the United States on August'1 was 81.7
per cent, compared with 86.7 per cent on July 1. Preliminary esti­
mates placed the area devoted to this crop at 102,977,000 acres and
the condition indicates a production of 2,788,000,000 bushels, conlpared
with a forecast of 2,815,000,000 bushels on July 1. The production last
year was 2,582,814,000 bushels, and the average annual production for
the past ten years has been 2,749,000,000 bushels.

OATS

Assessors' reports indicate that approximately 217,000 acres was
planted to oats in Colorado this year and it is too early to estimate
what the abandonment will be. The condition of the crop on August 1
was 81 per cent, indicating a production of 6,679,000 bushels. The
July estimate was 6,702,000 bushels and the final estimate of produc­
tion in 1918 was 6,336,000 bushels.

The condition of oats for the United States on August 1 was 76.5
per cent, compared with 87 on July 1. The area devoted to the crop
is estimated at 42,365,000 acres, on which the indicated production is
1,266,000,000 bushels. The July forecast was 1,403,000,000 bushels
and the production last year was 1,538,359,00 0 bushels.

BARLEY

Assessors' reports show that somewhat more than 171,000 acres­
was devoted to barley in Colorado this year and advance reports from
threshermen show that comparatively little of this acreage was aban­
doned. The condition of the crop on August 1 was 75 per cent, COlll­

pared with 81 per cent on July 1. This condition indicates a pro­
duction of 4,102,000 bushels, conlpared with 4,928,000 bushels last
year.

For the United States the condition of barley on August 1 was
73.6 per cent, compared with 87.4 per cent on July 1. The estimated
acreage is 8,899,000 acres, on which the indicated production is 204,­
000,000 bushels, compared with a forecast of 231,000,000' bushels on
July 1 and an estinlated production of 256,375,000 bushels last year~
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The average production of barley for the past ten years has been 199,­
212,000 bushels.

RYE

Assessors' reports show that more than 161,000 acres of rye was
planted in Colorado for the 1919 harvest and partial reports from
threshermen indicate that about 120,000 acres was harvested for grain.
l\lost of the remainder is used for pasture, though there was some
abandonment. Partial reports from threshermen indicate an average
yield of about 10 bushels per acre, or a total production of 1,200,000
bushels. The forecast on July 1 was 1,310,000 bushels and the final
estiulate of production last year was 735,000 bushels.

For the United States the average yield of rye per acre is esti­
lllated at 12.9 bushels, which on the 6,576,000 acres devoted to the
crop indicates a total production of 84,600,000 bushels. The July fore­
cast was 103,000,000 bushels and the 1918 production was 90,200,000
bushels.

POTATOES

Reports fronl county assessors show about 92,000 acres of potatoes
in Colorado this year. The condition of the crop on ....L\ugust 1 was 82
per cent, which indicates a production of 11,693,000 bushels, compared
with a forecast of 11,730,000 July 1 and a revised estimate of produc­
tion last year anlounting to 13,083,000 bushels.

For the United States the condition of potatoes on August 1 was
75.1 per cent, compared with 87.6 per cent on July 1. This condition
indicates a production of 357,000,000 bushels, compared with a fore­
cast of 391,000,000 bushels July 1 and a production last year of 400,­
106,000 bushels.

ALFALFA AND ALL HAY

Reports from county assessors show about 602,000 acres of alfalfa
in the state, the condition of which ,,"as 90 per cent on August 1. This
indicates a production of 1,354,000 tons, compared with a forecast of
1,349,°00 tons on July 1 and an estimated production last year of
1,463,000 tons. The condition of all hay in Colorado, including alfalfa.
was 85 per cent on August 1 and the indicated production is 2 t 941,000
tons, cOlllpared with an estimated production of 2,469,000 tons last
year. The condition of all hay in the United States on August 1 was
91 per cent and the indicated production 111,000,000 tons? compared
\vith a forecast of 116,000,000 tons on July 1 and an estimated pro­
duction of 90,400,000 tons last year. The average annual production
for the past ten years has been 96,900,000 tons. No national report
on the acreage, condition and estimated production of alfalfa is avail­
a;Jle at this tilne.

PASTURES

The condition of pastures in Colorado deteriorated slightly during
July, being 81 per cent on AUgl£St 1, compared with 85 per cent on'
July 1. In the southwestern part of the state, in the San Luis valley
and on most of the western slope, pastures are in much better condi-.
Hon than the average for the state as a whole might indicate.

FIELD BEANS

Assessors' reports show about 72,000 acres of field beans in Colo­
rado this year. exclusiv-e of beans for seed, but information received by



the Co-Operative Crop Reporting Service from other sources indicates
that farmers planted considerably more acreage to beans than they
intended to plant when they reported to county assessors, the change
in plans being due to weather conditions unfavorable to other crops.
The acreage is estimated at 90,000 acres, on which a condition of 70
per cent August 1 indicates a production of 567,000 bushels.

FIELD PEAS

Field peas are grown largely in the San Luis valley, where favor­
able weather conditions have prevailed during most of the season. The
condition of the crop on August 1 was 95 per cent. Assessors' reports
indicate that about 70,000 acres is devoted to this crop in Colorado.

GRAIN SORGHUMS

The condition of grain sorghums on August 1 was 93 per cent.
County assessors report approximately 256,000 acres devoted to this
.crop in Colorado this year, the largest acreage ever assigned to it.

BROOM CORN

The condition of broom corn in Colorado on August 1 was 85 per
cent, the same as on July 1. County assessors' reports indicate that
approximately 15,000 acres is devoted to the crop.

TO~IATOES

The condition of tomatoes in Colorado on August 1 was 78 per
cent, compared with 75 per cent on July 1. Acreage reports are not
yet sufficiently complete to announce an estimate.

CABBAGE

The condition of cabbage in Colorado on August 1 was 80 per cent,
compared with 85 per cent on July 1. Acreage reports for this crop
still are incomplete, but indications are that about 6,000 acres is
devoted to the crop in the state this year.

ONIONS

The acreage devoted to 011ions in Colorado this year is below nor­
Inal, and is estin1ated at about 725 acres. The condition of the crop
on August 1 was 80 per cent, cOlnpared with 86 per cent on July 1.

SUGAR BEETS

The condition of sugar beets on August 1 was 72 per cent, COlll­

pared with 73 per cent on July 1. The acreage originally devoted to
this crop this year was illuch above normal, but the abandonment has
been heavy. Assessors' reports indicate about 186,000 acres, and acre­
age contracted according to company reports was 236,300 acres.

C...~NTALOUPES

The condition of cantaloupes in Colorado on August 1 was 78 per
cent, compared with 75 per cent on July 1. Assessors' reports show
that about 6,000 acres is devoted to the crop in the state this year, the
bulk of the crop being in two Arkansas valley counties.
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APPLES

The condition of apples in Colorado on August 1 was 70 per cent
of normal, compared with 67 per cent on July 1. The indicated pro­
duction is 2,97~,OOO bushels, compared with a forecast of 2,800,000·
last month and an estimated production last year of 1,845,000 bushels.
The condition of the crop in the United States on August 1 was 52.2
per cent and the indicated production 155,000,000 bushels, compared
with a final estimate last year of 169,911,000 bushels.

PEACHES

The condition of peaches in Colorado on August 1 was 67 per cent
of normal, compared with 71 per cent on July 1. The indicated pro­
duction is 848,000 bushels, compared with a final estimate last year of
633.000 bushels. The indicated production for the United States is
49,800,000 bushels, compared with 34,133,000 in 1918.

PEARS

The condition of pears in Colorado on August 1 ,vas 85 per cent,
cOlllpared with 74 per cent July 1. The indicated production is 217,000
bushels, compared with an estimated production of 194,000 bushels last
year. The indicated production for the United States is 12,300,000
bushels, compared with 10,342,000 bushels last year.

A summary of the August 1 crop report will be found on page 16
of this bulletin.

REPORTS OF COUNTY ASSESSORS ON CROP ACREAGE

On pages 8 to 13 inclusive of this bulletin will be found tables
showing the acreage by counties of the principal crops grown in Colo­
rado, as reported to the State Board of Ilnnligration by county asses­
sors.

It will be noted that the reports for six counties are "incomplete."
This llleans only that the assessors for those counties have not yet fin­
ished their work for the year and that a further report from each of
them is expected by the State Board of Il111nigration before final figures
are announced. It should not be assull1ed, however, that the report
for any county is actually "conlplete," for it is safe to say that no
assessor obtained a report showing all the acreage in cultivation in his
county. This would have been difficult under any circumstances, but
the law requiring the collection of these data was signed by Governor
Shoup less than a week before assessors actually began their property
asseSSlllent for the current year. Since it requires t.hat the agricultural
statistics be collected while the property assessment is being made, it
will be seen that assessors had a.Inlost no tinle to prepare for this extra
work this year.

In the face of these conditions, however, assessors in most coun­
ties have obtained remarkably complete reports, many of them being
as much as 98 per cent conlplete. Yet there are several counties in
which the reports are far fronl complete, as those familiar ,vith agri­
cultural conditions in those counties will at once realize. The figures
obtailled here are published as the closest approxhnation to the actual
crop acreages frolll those counties that are obtainable, and as an aid
toward obtaining luore conlplete and accurate figures next year. Crop
acreage figures by counties have not been available before since 1909,
and a comparison of the various acrea.ges of the several counties with
the 1909 figures. and especially a cOluparison of the 11 tIlll bel" of farIns
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reported this year with the number reported in the several counties in
1910, will show which counties have fallen farthest short of conlplete
reports this year.

Yet a comparison of the total acreages devoted to the various
crops in the state with the total acreages for the same crops in 19°9
shows an amazing agricultural development, and might lead many who
are not familiar with the growth of Colorado to believe that the figures
obtained are actually too high in some cases. This is especially true
of winter wheat. In 1909 the census bureau reported 340,729 acres
of wheat in the state, winter and spring combined. This year assessors
report more than 930,000 acres of winter wheat alone and more than
344,000 acres of spring wheat. In 1909 the census bureau reported
326,559 acres of corn. This year assessors report nlore than 950,000
acres of corn and conlplete reports from all counties would undoubt­
edly bring the total well above 970,000 acres. The most notable in­
creases are in these two crops, but remarkable increases will be noted
for practically all crops grown in the state for which acreage reports
are available.

A comparison of the acreage of the various crops grown with and
without irrigation this year and the acreage of the sanle crops grown

\ with and without irrigation in 1909 will show that the bulk of the
increase in acreage under cultivation in ten years has been in the dis­
tricts where farnling is followed without irrigation. As an example,
the census bureau found that 51.1 per cent of the ,vheat grown in the
state in 1909 ,vas irrigated, while this year, according to the reports
of assessors, approxinlately 26 per cen t of the wheat is irrigated.
Approximately 69 per cent of the potatoes grown in the state in 1909
were irrigated, and the percentage today is nearly as high. In the
small grains, however, and crops that are grown successfully in the
non-irrigated districts in the eastern part of the state, the percentage
cultivated under irrigation has dropped very rapidly in the past ten
years.

This large increase in the acreage of crops cultivated without irri­
gation and comparatively small increase of irrigated acreage has re­
sulted in a sharp decrease in the Yield of many of the crops per acre.
This decrease is most nlarked for wheat and other slnall grains, for
it is in the small grains that the most rapid increase of non-irrigated
acreage has developed. Colorado people who are accustonled to speak­
ing with pardonable pride of the very high yields per acre of small grain
shown by Colorado in comparison with the yields in other states must
soon become accustomed to revising those Colorado yields downward
very sharply, while most of the states with which comparisons have
been nlade will have their figures revised upward, bringing Colorado
average per acre yields nearer constantly to the average yields for the
country as a whole.

The blanks furnished county assessors this year for 0 btaillillg
agriCUltural information contained no space for full information on
many of the smaller crops grown in the state and for the several varie­
ties of fruits. One column was provided for writing the acreage of
these crops into the schedules, but the space was not sufficient and in
many counties no reports ,vere Inade on these crops at all, and where
reports were made they were incomplete. For this reason no effort is
made here to give acreage figures for such crops as tomatoes, onions,
flax, snap beans, garden peas and other sUlall crops or for fruits.

To meet this difficulty· next year two blanks will be provided in­
stead of one. The larger blank will, according to present plans, be
very similar to that used this year, prOViding for all the princ!l'al crops
that are grown generally throughout the state. The other "Till be
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smaller and will provide for the smaller crops and fruits, which are
grown only in restricted areas. It will be furnished only to assessors
in whose counties these special crops and fruits are grown. By the use
of the two schedules assessors and their deputies will be relieved of
the necessity of writing in the names of special crops in a space alto­
gether too small to contain them and yet will be able to obtain com­
plete reports on all crops grown. It will be necessary to use the small
schedule with fewer than one-fourth of the farmers of the state, accord-
ing to the reports obtained this year.

These facts are given here with a view of obtaining helpful sug­
gestions toward obtaining more complete and accurate reports next
year. County assessors are especially requested to make any sugges­
tions regarding the blanks to be used, and any hE~lpful suggestion from
any source will be gratefully received and car·:~fully considered.

\VHEAT l\IAP OF COLORilDO, 1919.
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. This map shows the distribution of winter ,vheat and spring wheat
In Colorado this year, as indicated by the acreage reports made to the
Stat~ Immigration Department by the several county assessors and
P~bhshed on page 13 of this bulletin. No effort is made to show the
dlstributi?n .of wheat acreage within the count-jes, the synlbols being
placed wl~hln the county borders to indicate what is grown in each
county, wIthout reference to what portions of the respective counties
contain the grain acreage.
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