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WINTER WHEAT

If v;eather conditions reluain as favorable until the ,vlH~at harvest
as they have been up to the present Unle Colorado yvill lllake a record
production of winter 'wheat this year. ...t.\..dvance estimates place the
acreage of this crop left for harvest at 834,000 acres, the largest in the
history of the state, and conlpared with 732,000 acres last year. Reports
on l\'[ay 1 indicated that but 1 per cent of the acreage planted 'would be
a.bandoned, conlpared with 7 per cent last year and an average of 8.8
per cent for the pre~eding six years. The condition of the crop on l\'Iay
1 'was 102 per cent of norulal, compared \vith 92 per cent last year and
an average of 91 per cent for the preceding seven years. These figures
indicate a possible production of 15,312,000 bushels, con1pared with a
prospect and forecast a. year ago of 12,122,000 bushels and an actual pro
duction of 7,095,000 bushels. \Vith a continuation of the present soil
and llloisture conditions the production l1lay even exceed the high esti
Inate given, which is greater than the conlbined production of ,vinter and
spring wheat in 1917, the record \vheat crop for the sta teo The acreage
abandoned has been eonfined to a. fe"r restricted areas, of sandy land
where daulage resulted fronl high \vil1ds. The c.ondition of this crop
has, perhaps, never been 1110re uniforully favorable all over the state
at this tinle of t.he year.

The condition of 'winter ,vheat for the lTnited States on 1\'1ay 1 ,vas
placed at 10n.5 per cent of norlnal, cOlllpared \vith SGA per cent. a year
a ~;o and an a ve.rage of 85.4 per cent for the preceding ten yenrs. The
ahandonUlent apparently ,vill be only 1.1 per cent of the acreage planted.
con1pared with 13.7 per cent la,st year, 31 per cent for 1917 and an aver
8··ge of 10.9 per cent for the preceding five years. "Upon 48.933.000 acres
devoted to this crop the high condition preyailillg 1\1ay 1 indicated a
production of 899,915,000 bushels. conlpared'with 558,449.000 bushels last ·
Year, 418,070,000 in 1917 and 685.000,noo in 1914. the re~?ord win~er wIle'] t
crop for this country. The average for the past five years has been



552,594,000 bushels. The highest condition and largest acreage for the
United States in the history of the crop reporting service are indicated
for the present crop.

RYE

Colorado shows an increase of about 3 per cent in the acreage of
rye over that for 1918. The area so"\vn to fall rYe in 1918 was- -estimated
at 78,000 acres, cOl1lpared with 75,000 acres for 1917. All rye, both fall
and spring, threshed for grain in 1918, as shown by reports of the thresh
ers, was 117,000 acres. With the 3 per cent increase indicated the area
devoted to the crop this year would be 120,000 acres, to be threshed for
grain. Upon this estinlate of acreage the production of rYe for grain.
i~ favorable conditions prevail until the harvest, should be 1,576,000
bushels, conlpared with a forecast of 1,460,000 bushels on May 1 last year

,and an actual production of 735,000 bushels. The condition of rye on May
1 cOlnpared favorably. with that of winter wheat, being 101 per cent, COlll
pared with 96 per cent at this tiIne last year and an average of 91 per
cent for the past ten years.

The acreage of rye for the United States is placed at 6,667,000 acres,
cOlllpared "\vith 6,185,000 acres in 1918. The condition of the crop on
l\1ay 1 was 95.3 per cent, c0l11pared with 85.8 per eent on May 1 last year
and an average of 89.8 per cent for the past ten years. These figures
jndieate a produetion of 122,946,000 bushels, compared with 89,103.000
bushels in 1918 and a general average of 44,547,000 bushels.

SPRING WHEAT

Although no fOrl1lal forecast of acreage, condition and pl-oduction of
~.pring wheat is l1lade at this tillle advance reports indicate that the
acreage is larger than that planted last year and that the crop is advanc
ing in excellent shape. Weather conditions have been uniformly favorable
in practically all sections of the state and apparently the spring ,vheat
crop will be one of the largest if not the largest in the history of Colorado
if conditions relnain favorable until harvest.

OATS

No fornlal estinlate of acreage or condition of oats is Inade at this
tiIne, but the crop is in excellept condition, having profited by the saIne
favorable weather conditions that have advanced winter -and spring
wheat to such high condition. N0 heavy increase in the acrE-age of oats
eonlparable to that of winter vvheat is indicated.

HAY

An increase of 1 per cent in the acreage of taule hay for the state
over that for 1918 is indicated, while wild hay stands at 100 per cent,
or the Sal1le as for last year. According to these figures the area devoted
to hay of all kinds this year is 1,412,000 acres, cOl1lpared ,yUh 1,.102,000
acres last year. The condition of all hay on May 1. w-as norIllal or 100
per cent, c0111pared with 96 per cent last year and an average of 94 per
cent for the past five years. These figures indicate a production of 3,318,
000 tons for 1919, cOluparecl "\vilh 3,163,000 tons indieated by the forecast
of l\1ay'1 last year and an actual production of 2,469,000 tons. The- aver
age production of this crop for the state is 2,512,000 tons. The a1110unt
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of last year's Colorado hay crop relllalnlng on the farms is reported as
148,000 tons, or 6 per cent of the total, compared with 312,000 tons, or 11
per cent, at this time ·last year. The heavy shipments of hay and alfalfa
lueal early last fall. together with a hard winter in the southeastern
and southern parts of the state, have largely consumed the hay crop,
causing shortage of hay in several sections of the state.

The preliminary estinlates for the United States indicate 71,224,000

acres of hay for this year, compared with 71,415,000 acres last year. The
condition of the hay crop on l\'lay 1 \vas 94.3 per cent, compared ,vith 89.6
per cent last year and an average of 88.1 p~r cent. The indicated pro
duction is 114,930,000 tons, compared with 107,550,000 tons indicated at
this time last year and an actual production of 89~833,OOO tons, and a
production of 98,439,000 tons in 1917. The per cent of hay on farnls in
the United States lVlay 1 was estiInated at 9.4 per cent of last year's crop.
or 8,493,000 tons, conlpared with 11,476,000 tons of lVIay 1 last year and
an average of 11,803,000 tons on May 1 for the past five years.

PASTURES

The condition of pastures in Colorado on lVlay 1 was 97 per cent.
cOlllpared with 92 per cent last year and an average condition of 89 per
cent. Throughout the state pastures are reported in excellent condition,
though a little late in S0111e sections. The condition of pastnres for the
United Stat€s is placed at 90.3 per cent of nornlal, coulpared \vith 83.1
per cent on lVlay 1, 1918. and a ten-year average on IVlay 1 of 84.5 per cent.

DRY BEANS

Special advance reports on intentions to plant indicate that there
will be a heavy falling off in the acreage devoted to dry beans this year
as cOlllpared with last year. Though it is too early yet to give definite
figures the special reports above referred to indicate that the acreage
will be only frolll 30 to 40 per cent of that planted last year.

POTATOES

The planting of the potato crop is well advanced. It is too early to
l1lake a full forecast of the acreage that will be devoted to the crop, but
special reports received indica.te that there \vill be a considerable de
crease in acreage in most conuuercial potato producing sections. The
special reports above referred to indicate that the acreage to be planted
in Colorado \vill be but 88 to 90 per cent of last year.

FRUIT

The outlook for the fruit crop is excellent. Though there have been
local frosts iu SOUle districts in the past t\VO \veeks no damage to fruit
has been reported. On the western slope and in the Canon City district
the fruit blossonl is heavy and a good crop of all varieties of tree fruits
i:::, indicated. Especially favorable reports regarding the condition and
:1dvaucenlEllt of tree fruits are received fronl the northeastern part of
the state, where the area devoted to orchards is increasing steadily.

PLOWING

The advancen1ent of spring ,vork and plo\vlng in Colorado is about
the saIne as a year ago, being about 70 per cel~,t, as cOlllpared \vith an
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average of 65 per cent for May 1. Planting shows an advancement of
63 per cent, cOlnpared with the sanle per cent a year ago and an average
for May 1 of 57 per cent. In the United States, plo'wing is not quite so
far advanced as a year ago, being 72.7 percent completed on l\1ay 1,
compared with 77.5 per cent on May 1 last year and an average of 70.5
per cent. Planting was about 61 per cent completed on lVIay 1, com
pared with 60.8 per cent on May 1 last year and a ten-year average on
the Sa111e date of 58.1 per cent.

MORTALITY AND CONDITION OF LIVESTOCK

In Colorado the losses of livestock due to disease and exposure,
exclusive of old age, 'accidenl and slaughter, have been slightly greater
during the past year than during the year preceding. There have been
especially heavy loss.es frOITI exposure of range stock in certain sections
of the state where exceptionally severe stornis have occuiTed and a
shortage of feed has rrevailed. The reports sho\v the deaths of horses
to have been 19 head per 1,000, cOlnpared with the same number for
1918 and an average of 18 for the past ten years. Cattle losses frolll dis
ease 'were 22 head for 1,000 conlpared with 28 last year and an average
of 18 for the past ten years, while losses fronl exposure were 40 head
per 1,000, cOlupared with 10 head last year and an average of 27 for the
past ten years. Losses of sheep frOIU disease \vere about normal, avcr-

'aging 24 head per 1,000, compared with 25 head last year and an average
of 22 for the past ten years. Losses of lalllbs fronl exposure were 57
head per 1,000, compared with 36 last year and an average of 70 for
the past ten years. Losses of swine frOlll disease were much lower than
the average, being 20 head per 1,000, cOlupared with 35 last year and an
average of 30 for the past ten years. The condition of horses on Ivlay
1 was 95 per cent, cOlnpared \vith 98 per cent last year and an average of
98 per cent for the past ten years. The condition of cattle on lYlay 1 was
92 per cent of normal, compared with 98 per cent last year and an
average of 96 per cent for the past ten years. The condition of sheep
on May 1 was placed at 93 per cent of nornlal, cOlupared with 99 per
cent last year and a ten-year average of 97 per cent. The condition of
swine on May 1 was 97 per cent, conlpared \vith 99 per cent last year
and an average of 98 per cent for the past ten years. The somewhat
IO'wered condition of all livestock is due, as above stated, to the hard
winter and spring in S0111e sections of the state and, particularly, to the
shortage and high prices of all kinds of feed.

In Colorado stock are being put upon the ranges a little later than
usual, and in several sections they are in poor condition when turned
upon pasture, due to the stortage of feed and severe weather above
referred to.

The losses of horses fronl disease and exposure for the United States
for the past year are placed at 15.7 head per 1,000, conlpared with 16.5
last year and a ten-year average of 19.4. Losses of cattle from disease
were 15.8 head per 1,000, compared with 18.2 last year and a ten-year
average of 20. FraIn exposure losses were 17.3 head per 1,000, compared
with 7.5 last year and an a.verage of 14.3 for the past ten years. Losses
of sh~ep fronl diseas,e were 19.7 head per 1,000 and frOITI exposure 25.1
head, cOlllpared with 19.8 and 19.2 head last year and ten-year averages
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of 14.4 and 30.2. Losses of lambs were 48.3 head per 1,000, compared
with 49.3 last year and an average of 6l.5 for the past ten ~Teal:s. The
condition of horses in the United States on lVlay 1 was 95.3 per cent,
cOlnpared with 96.2 per cent last year and a ten-year average of 96.2;
cattle, 94.7 per cent, conlpared with 95.6 last year and a ten-year average
of 96.2; sheep 95.9, compared with 96.9 last year and an average of 95.4
for the past ten years; swine 94.5 per cent, compared with 96.3 per cent
last year and a ten-year average of 95.7.

Summaries of the l\1ay 1 crop and livestock report for Colorado- and
the United States will be found on page 8 of this bulletin.

YIELDS PER ACRE 1918 AND NORMAL YIELDS

Believing the subject to be of much general interest to the public we
are publishing in this bulletin the yields per acre by counties of certain
crops as reported to the Co-operative Crop Reporting Service, the figures
used as the basis for calculating normals having been obtained through
a special inquiry regarding normals.

The first colulnn contains the average of yields for all lands, both
irrigated and non-irrigated, in the season of 1918 as determined from
the reports of the licensed thresherIl1en of the S~ate to the DllHed States
F'ood Administration. These figures show' many very low yields for some
crops in certain counties. This is to be explained by the fact that over
considerable areas of the State the season of 1918 was exceptionally hot
and dry frol11 l\'Iay 20 until June 20, ,vhich is a 1110St critical period for
slnall grains. As a result the yields in many sections were far below
the average, grading froln a fair crop all the "\vay dO'\'~l to a total failure.
Owing to the urgency for grain prevailing at the time because of the
war, nlany farmers fronl patriotic motives cut and threshed crops that
in ordinary tinles would have been fed out by stock or consid ered as not
worth harvesting. As a result of these extraordinary conditions many
llgures of yield were brought abnorlnally low.

The second and third columns give the figures that are to be regarded
as HorInal yields for each crop on non-irrigated and irrigated lands re
spectively. Nornlal yields are understood as the average yields secured
by all farIllers fronl their usual nlethods of farnl practice in a season
Wholly but not extraordinarily favorable to production. Only in the Illost
favorable seasons will these yields be exceeded for a county as a ,vhole.
although the best practice on individual farllls will often exceed them.
According to our study and observation the average of the best class
cd farIlling in a favorable season may exceed these figures of uOfIllal by
as nluch as 30 per cent, but this is to be regarded as the lilllit. of reason
able expectancy under the best practice and most favorable conditions.
Probably in the average of all seasons, good, fair, and poor, few farms
will exceed the figures given as nornlal. Therefore, while referring to
What would be obtained on the aver::H~e for a county in- a wholly favorable
season, they lllay be regarded as indicating about ,vhat lnay be counted
upon only as. the result of the best farm practice on the better class of
lands. These figures are believed to be substantially accurate and re
liable, but are subject to revisjon fronl On1e to tinle as better inforulation
dicta.tes:
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