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HON. MELVIN EDWARDS,
Secretary of State.

DEAR SIR:-The following is the first report of the
Agricultural Statistics for the State of Colorado, collected
in accordance with an act of the State Legislature, approved
in February, 1883. The blanks furnished the Assessors of
the counties were of necessity hurriedly prepared. Officers
and people alike failed in many instances to fully under­
stand the intent of the law.

The fact that returns have been received from thirty­
one out of thirty-nine counties is one deserving praise.
As the system is longer continued, means will be found of
avoiding the delays and obstacles naturally incident to a
new venture. It is to be hoped that this effort on the part
of our Legislature, to bring into a shape to be easily studied
the re~l wealth of our State in domestic animals and crops,
will meet with the hearty support of farmers and those
officers whom the law designates as collectors of statistics.

Farmers should recognize in this annual report, which
is designed for general distribution, a means of showing
to the people outside our State just what can be done in
Colorado.

J. J. RAN,

Secretary .<)tale Board of Agriculture.























REMARKS.

Assessor of Arapahoe county remarks that his returns
are very incomplete; partly owing to the -disinclination of
parties to give full returns, and in part to incomplete
schedules furnished by the State.

Boulder reports 29 acres millet, 34 tons; also 5 acres
of grapes, yielding 20,360 pounds.

Clear Creek reports 780 bushels of turnips and 198
tons of oats cu t for feed.

Native grass of Costilla is gramn1a grass.

Delta county reports 1,000 pounds of squashes.

The Clerk of Pitkin county writes that "The blanks
were received, the Assessor was notified, but he made no
returns. There was'Tittle produced during the year 1882

in this county."

The Clerk of San Juan county says: "San Juan
county is strictly a mining county and does not contain one
acre of agricultural land; hence, no returns."

The Clerk of Eagle county reports: "The Assessor
made no returns in regard to agricultural statistics in this
county."

The entire report received from Mesa county is as
follows:

"One person made the following 'returns: Acres under
irrigation, 6o; pasture land, 5 acres; wheat, I acre; oats,
I ~ acres; potatoes, 2 acres; alfalfa, i acre; forest trees,
60 acres; horses, 516 ; mules, 75; cattle, 4,J95 ; asses, 19;
sheep, 7,010; swine, 3. This person could not name the
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yield of any item. Besides this, only a few gardens were
cultivated the preceding year. I have returned to you the
figures concerning stock contained in the general schedule
~f May I, 1883. __ Because of the fact that during the
preceding year stockmen have been coming in so irregularly
that no correct list could be obtained."

The Clerk of Mesa county' says of the returns made
by the Assessor: H In regard to his agricultural report, I
can endorse it, as it was very late in the season before
water could be got for irrigation purposes. In regard to
stock, I presume it would have been difficult for him to
have got a correct statement) as the largest stockmen of the
previous year had sold their herds and were gone out of
the county. The Assessor does not seem to have
thoroughly understood the law, or at least deemed it not
applicable to this locality further than his report implies."

Accompanying the schedule returned by the Assessor
of Fremont county to the County Clerk, was the following:

"This being the first year, there has been some diffi­
culty in getting full returns. Butter, for instance, is
omitted, although thousands of pounds are made annually
in this county. The crop statistics are incomplete. The
number of acres in orchards are computed by counting 70
trees to the acre. The 7,000 pounds of grapes were
actually sold. PIurns last year were almost a total failure;
the usual .,crop is about 40Q bushels. I would call your
attention to the small yield of fruit in proportion to the
number of trees; this is by reason-most of the orchards

"~

are newly planted."

H. CLAY WEBSTER,

Assessor.

I transmit a copy of this letter because of the import­
ance of its being published with the returns of the county
as a matter of justice.
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The County Clerk of Hinsdale county returns a blank
schedule and remarks that "Nothing was returned by our
Assessor. There is nothing of any consequence in the
county except possibly 100 acres of potatoes."

The County Clerk of Huerfano count)' says: "This
report give's a very poor idea of the agricultural resources
and products of this county, although I think the Assessor
did the best he could, under the circumstances. The
amount of territory that he has togo over is too large to
enable him to see personally all the taxpayers in the time
allotted him by law, consequently he has to assess a great
many from the old books, and from them can get no
agricultural report; and the greater portion of the farmers
of this county are Mexicans, who have very little idea of
what they plant or what they raise. With the exception of
the stock, this report multiplied by ten would be nearer the
mark."
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